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GENERAL ADVERTISEMENT. 



Our Sacred Literature is universally acknowledged to 
occupy the highest place for beauty of diction and 
sublimity of thought. It would be a great loss to 
education if such a valuable means of mental culture 
were wanting in our Elementary Schools, although it 
has necessarily been withdrawn from the ordinary 
Reading Books. 

To preserve its use, and to afford the basis of instruc- 
tion in the contents of the Bible during the permitted 
hour on week days, and to provide a Reading Book for 
Sunday Schools, this series has been compiled. It will 
be found to contain all the leading features of Bible 
history, at first adhering as closely as possible to the 
very words of Scripture, and then, illustrating the Bible 
narrative by stories, poems, and sketches, expressed in 
language more easily capable of being understood by 
children, and impressed on their memory. 

The Editor is responsible for the interpretation put 
upon the words of Scripture ; but he has sought rather 
to render the text intelligible to the minds of children, 
than to write a theological work, and has studied to 
confine himself to narrative and obvious lessons of 
general morality and piety, keeping as far as possible 
on the broad lines held in common by all Christians, and 
leaving to the authorised teacher in each school to 
impart such special doctrinal instruction as may be 
desired. 

The Reading Lessons are not intended to supersede 
the use of the Bible. They are to be the ground-wofk 
of further oral teaching to be supplied or developed by 
the teacher. It is hoped that the children will be led 
to constantly seek additional knowledge from the Bible 
itself. The Questions^ too, appended to each Lesson, 
must be regarded as suggestive only of further ones that 
will occur to the teacher. 

JAMBS BIDGWAY, B.D., F,3.A. 
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THE 

OLD TESTAMENT HISTOEY. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE CREATION. 

Exosus zz. 11.— /a six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 

the sea, and all that in them is, 

^^In the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth." — Gen. i. 1. 

The earth was covered with a thick darkness. So 
God made the light. 

On the first day He said, " Let there be light.** And 
there was light. 

When this was done He separated the light and the 
darkness, '' and He called tlie light Day, and the dark- 
ness Night.*' He named the beginning of light Morn- 
ing, and the time of rest Evening. 

On the second day He made the firm-a-ment, or air. 

On the third day He made the dry land, or Earth, to 
appear, and gathered together the waters, or Seas. He 
made also the earth to grow things, as herbs and trees. 

On the fourth day He made the sun, moon, and stars. 
These, besides making the heavens look pretty, are of 
great use. The sun gives us both heat and light, and 
marks the days and years ; the moon marks the months, 
and shines by night. The stars also give light by night. 

On the fifth day He made living creatures, both those 
that swim in the sea^ as fishes^ and those that fly in the 
air, as birds. 

On the sixth day He made four-footed beasts and 
creeping things. 

And now the earth was ready for God's last and best 
work— Man. God said, '' Let us make man in our 
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image, after our likeness : and let tbem have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth." 

" And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life ; and man became a living soul." — Gen. ii. 7. 

'< So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created He him." — Gen. i. 27. 

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 
man, and while he slept, God took one of his ribs out of 
his side. And of this rib He made the first woman. 
She was called woman, because she came out of man, 

"And God saw every thing that He had made, 
and, behold, it was very good." — Gen. i. 31. 

And thus, having ended His work, He rested on the 
seventh day, so making it holy as a day of rest for man. 
" Wherefore the Lord blessed the seventh day, and hal- 
lowed it." — Exodus XX. 11, 

The Jews keep the seventh day holy, but we Christians 
keep the first day holy, because our Lord Jesus Christ 
rose from the dead on the first day of the week. 

Notes. — ^To create means to make ont of nothing : only God 
can create. A creature is something created : we are creatures. 
Dominion means power. To Jiallow is to make holy. Christiana 
are believers in Christ. 

QUESTIONS. 

How long was God in creating the heaven and earth ? Bepeat 
that part of the conmiandments which speaks of this. What do 
you mean by create ? Why cannot we create ? Where do we read 
about the Creation ? Bepeat the first verse in the Bible. What 
was the work of the first day ? the second ? the third ? the fourth ? 
the fifth ? the sixth ? In whose Ukeness was man made ? Of what 
was he made ? Give an account of the creation of woman. Why 
is she called wovnan. Bepeat that part of the twentieth chapter of 
Exodus which speaks of the seventh day. What did God say of 
the whole of his works ? Why did God rest ? How did He rest ? 
On which d^ of the week does the Christian rest ? On which does 
the Jew ? what name do we give to our day of rest ? Why do 
we r^t OQ the/r«^ dfty of the "weefc ? 
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MORNING HYMN. 

Now the dreary night is done, 
See again the glorious sun ; 
Crimson clouds, and silver white, 
Wait upon his breaking light. 

Brightly in the garden beds, 
Flowers lift up their dewy heads. 
And the shrill cock claps his wings, 
And the merry lark upsprings. 

When the eastern sky is red, 
I, too, lift my little head ; 
When the lark sings loud and gay, 
I, too, rise to praise and pray : — 

*** Saviour, to thy cottage homo 
Ever daylight used to come, 
Thou hast often seen it break 
Brightly o'er that Eastern lake, 

" Thou wast meek and ever kind. 
Make me holy too, and mild ; 
Thou didst beat the tempter's power, 
Help me in the trying hour. 

*' Thou didst love Thy mother hero. 
Make me gentle, pure, and dear ; 
Thou wast subject to her words. 
Teach me to obey, Lord. 

*' Fretful feelings, passion, pride, 
Never did with Thee abide ; 
Make me watch myself to-day, 
That they lead me not astray. 

" With Thee, Lord, I would arise. 
To Thee look with opening eyes. 
All the day be at Thy Side 
Saviour, Pattern, King, and Guide." 

Uymmfor Little Children^ 
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CHAPTER 11. 



THE GARPEN OP EDEN. 

Psalm viii. 5. — For thou hast made him a Utile lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour. 

For the abode of the first man, Adam {red earth), and 
the first woman, Eve {mother ofaU living), God planted 
a garden in the East. This was watered by a large river, 
which afterwards parted into four streams. The garden 
was very lovely ; and out of the ground the Lord God 
made to grow '^ every tree that is pleasant to the sights 
and good for food." 

It had two great trees in the midst : the Tree of Know- 
ledge of Good and Evil, and the Tree of Life. 

Man was not to be idle while in this beautiful garden, 
for it was God's will that all his creatures should have 
work to do. " Six days shalt thou labour and do all 
that thou hast to do." Adam's work was to take care of 
the garden — " to dress it and to keep it." 

He had also to give names to all cattle, and to the 
fowls of the air, and to &vqtj beast of the field. 

This very work made Adam more happy. People now 
are far happier when at their daily work than when they 
are idle. 

Of the life of the happy pair in Eden we are told 
but little. We can fancy how holy and happy they 
were. 

Besides the charge to take care of the plants^ they 
received just one command from God : — 



o> 



"And the Lord God commanded the man, saying. 
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat : 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
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thou shali not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." — Gen. ii. 16, 17. 

Notes. — ^To obey is to do what we are told. To disobey is to 
neglect or refuse to do what is commanded. Command is that 
which is ordered by God. 



QUESTIONS. 

What was the name of the first man ? the first woman ? What 
is meant by Adam? hy Eve? Why were our first parents so 
named ? Why was the garden of Eden created ? Where was it 
placed ? How was it watered ? What did it contain ? Name 
any trees that were in it ? What was man's work in the garden ? 
What do you mean by to dreas it and to keep it? What may we 
learn from the fact that man had to work ? What is a command ? 
What command was given to Adam? If he were disobedient, 
what was to follow as a punishment ? 



THE CREATION. 

All things bright and beautiful. 
All creatures great and small, 

All things wise and wonderful, 
The Lord God made them all. 

Each little flower that opens, 
Each little bird that sings. 

He made their glowing colours, 
He made their tiny wings. 

The rich man in his castle, 
The poor man at his gate, 

God made them, high or lowly, 
And ordered their estate. 

The purple-headed mountain, 

The river running by. 
The sunset and the morning, 

That brightens up the sky. 
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The cold wind in the winter. 

The pleasant summer sun, 
The ripe fruits in the garden. 

He made them every one. 

The tall trees in the greenwood, 
The meadows where we play, 

The rushes by the water 
We gather every day ; — 

He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that wo might tell, 

How great is God Almighty, 
Who has made all things well. 

Hymns for LiUle Childreiu 



CHAPTER III. 

THE FALL. 

GsN. L 31. — And God mw everything that he had made^ and, 
behold, it teas very good, (Adam was one of these very good 
works.) 

Bev. u. l^-^To him that overcometh wUl I giffe to eat of the tree of 
U/e, wJiich ia in the midst of the paradise of Ood, 

The happiness of our first parents was soon spoilt 
by the crafb or trick of the Devil. This enemy, in 
the disguise of a serpent, said unto the woman— 

•* Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of 
the garden ? 

'* And the woman said unto the serpent, 
" We may eat of the fruit of the trees of tie garden : 
but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the 
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
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" And the serpent said unto the woman, 
" Ye shall not surely die : for God doth know that in 
the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil." 
And Eve believed what the Devil said. 

"And when the woman gaw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, 
and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took 
of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her ; and he did eat." — Gen. iii. 6. 

Thus the bad advice of the Devil had its effect. 
Eve, in an un-guard-ed moment, lost her faith in God. 
She became dis-con-tent-ed with her lot, and wished to 
become like a god. Adam, wishing to please his wife, 
gave way to her. Both were led into sin. And now 
that their eyes were opened^ what shame and sorrow were 
they to know 1 

The Devil tempts us. He does not come to us in. the 
form of a serpent; but he puts bad thoughts into our 
minds, and tries to make us disobey God. But God is 
stronger than the Devil; so when we are tempted to sin, 
let us ask God to help us. 

Notes. — ^A serpent is a kind of snake. An enemy is one who 
wishes to harm us. To tempt is to try the strength of. Disguise 
is a dress, or cover, that hides what a thing really is, and makes 
it look like something else. 



QUESTIONS. 

Repeat any te^ which speaks of man in his hapt>y state before 
the fall Who spoilt the happiness of our first parents ? How 
did he set about his work ? Tell me what took place between 
the serpent and the woman. What was the sin of Eve ? How 
was Adam tempted ? What was his sin ? In what respect did 
they both sin ? How does the Devil tempt us ? Who can keep 
ns from evil ? In which part of the Lord's Prayer do we ask God 
to keep us from evil ? Wnat is the reward to those who overcome? 
What IS the good person's tree of life ? What is his paradise qf 
Oodf 
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TEMPTATION. 
" She took of the frait thereof and did eat.**— Gsn. liL 6. 

Think upon Eve and Adam's sin, 
Seo woe and death at once come in; 
And learn how wicked acts begin. 

When conscience tells you not to do 
The deed that you may have in view; 
TJiat is the voice of God to you. 

When playmates urge, or when you long. 
To leave the right way for the wrong ; 
Tli^t is to you the serpent's tongue. 

Or if a thing forbidden be, 

Yet pleasant, good, and fair to see ; 

That is to you the guarded tree : 

So, if there come a thought some day 
Parents or friends to disobey. 
And from their wishes turn away : 

Or some bold evil passion rise. 

And make you wish what God denies ; 

Oh, then, remembering Eve, be wise ! 

"For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the 
world." — 1 John ii. 16. 

The Child 8 Christian Tear. 



^aum..- .'..»< 
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CHAPTER lY. 

CONSEQUENCES OF THE FALL. 

EoM. V. 12.— Py ow« man sin entered into the world, and death hy 
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned, 
I John iiL 4.— iSm is the transgression of the lav. 

Before the Fall Adam and Eve only knew what was 
good, but now they knew what was evil» 

Directly after the Fall, sin and misery entered into 
the world, for sin is the trans-gres-sion of the law ; and 
pain, sickness, want, and death follow after sin. 

Because our first parents sinned they feared God. 

" And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking 
in the garden in the cool of the day : and Adam and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God 
called unto Adam, and said unto him. Where art thou 1 
And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked ; and I hid myself." 

The Devil was cursed : — 

" And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because 
thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, 
and above every beast of the field : upon thy belly shalt 
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life." 

"And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and her seed ; it 
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise bis 
heel." — Gen, iii. 15. 

The woman was cursed. 

God said that she should suffer much pain and sorrow. 

The man was cursed. 

And to the man He said, 

" Cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt 

I. B 
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thou eat of it all the days of thy life ; thorns also and 
thistles shall it bring forth to thee ; and thou shalt eat 
the herb of the field ; in the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground ; for 
out of it wast thou taken : 

" For dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou 
return." — Gen. iii. 19. 

Adam and Eve were driven out of the garden. 

And the Lord God said, 

'' Behold, the man is become as one of us, to know 
good and evil : and now, lest he put forth his hand, and 
take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever : 

"Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the 
garden of Eden, to till the ground from whence he was 
taken. 

** So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east 
of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword 
which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of 
life." 

Notes. — ^The tranagression of the law, means the breaking of the 
law; i,e., doing what it tells you not to do. Enmity means ill- 
will. Upon thy belly shxdt thou go, <&c This was to teach us that 
shame and misery come upon those who sin. The eeed of the woman 
refers to our Lord Jesus Christ. By bruising the serpent a head, &c., 
is meant that Christ would destroy the works and power of the 
devil ; and thus, He whom the devil had tried to conquer should 
in the end prove his conqueror. Cherubims^ are one order of 
angels. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is sin ? What are some of the consequences of sin ? Why 
were our first parents afraid of God ? How was Satan punished ? 
What do you mean by enmity ? What by the seed of the woman ? 
it shall bruise Hiy head? thou shalt bruise his heel? How was the 
woman punished ? how the man ? What do you mean by in the 
sweat of thy face shalt thou ea/t bread ? what by dust thou art ? 
and what by unto dust shaU thou return ? Why were Adam and 
Eve driven from thegarden ? Why was man not allowed to eat 
of the tree of life ? How had he to' work after he left the garden ? 
Why could he not enter Eden again? What are Cherubims? 
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CHAPTERV. 

CAIN AND ABEL. 

Hec. xL 4. — By faith Ahel offered unto Ood a more excellent sacri- 

Jice than Cain, 
1 John iii. 12. — Kot aa Cain^ who was of that wicked one, and slew 

his hrotJier, And wherefore slew he him ? Because his own 

works were evil, and his brother's righteous. 

Unto Adam and Eve were bom children. These were, 
however, bom in sin. Mention is made in the Bible 
of only three of these children — Cain {possession), Abel 
(mourning), and Seth (appointed). 

Cain was a tiller of the ground ; Abel was a shepherd, 
or a keeper of sheep. Of Seth we know but little, except 
that he was a very good man. 

Cain and Abel were very different in their characters. 
Abel had great faith in God, and was in every way a 
very good man ; but Cain was passionate and jealous, 
and was of that wicked one. 

One day they each brought offerings to the Lord : 
Cain of the fruit of the ground, and Abel of the first- 
lings of his flock ; Le,y the first little lambs born to each 
sheep. 

The offering of Abel was pleasing to God because of 
the faith of the giver ; but the offering of Cain was 
not, because he was not a righteous man. 

This made Cain very wroth, and he was jealous of his 
brother. But God said that if Cain would do well. He 
would be pleased with him and his offering. 

But sin led Cain onwards from bad to worse. He was 
jealous, full of anger, a liar, and even a murderer. 

"And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came 
to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother, and slew him." 
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But how was Cain punished for his sins 1 
"The Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? 
And he said, 

" I know not : Am I my brother's keeper 1 

" And He said, What hast thou donel 

" The voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me 
from the ground." — Gen. iv. 10. 

And God cursed him and drove him forth from the 
land of Eden ; but, lest any one finding him should kill 
him, the Lord "set a mark upon him." 

The curse was, that Cain should wander about all the 
rest of his life, and the ground should not bring forth 
fruit or com any more for him, because his brother's 
blood was sprinkled upon it. 

We must not forget that, even if God had not punished 
Cain, he would always have l^een unhappy. His con- 
science would have told him that he had done wrong, 
and that would have made him unhappy. 

j^OTES. — To be wroth is to feel an^ry. A tiller of the ffrotiiid 
is one who digs and plants it. Am f my brother' € keeper F Cain 
said this to pretend that he did not know anything about AbeL 
And Blew him, means and killed him. Conscience is the voice of 
God within onr hearts. It makes ns happy when we have done 
right, and unhappy when we have sinned. 

QUESTIONS. 

Kame some of the children of Adam and Eve. What is meant 
by Cain f Abel ? Seth ? What do you know of Seth ? What was 
the daily work of Cain ? of Abel ? What is a tiller of the ground ? 
What a helper of sheep f How did Cain and Abel differ in char- 
acter ? Tell me all you know about their offerings to God. What 
was Cain's failing? What was he led to do? How did God 
encourage him to do what was right ? Give an account in your 
own words of the death of Abel ? How was Cain punished for his 
sin ? What offerings have we to make to God ?. What warning 
should we take from this story of Cain and Abel ? What is it that 
makes us feel happy when we have done right ? How does our 
conscience make us feel when we have done wrong ? 
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FAMILY LOVE. 

WhcBoever hateth his brother is a murderer.— 1 John iii. 15. 

Little birds sleep sweetly 
In their soft round nests, 

Croiicliing in the cover 
Of their mother's breasts. 

Little lambs lie quiet, 

All the summer night, 
With their wool-clad mothers, 

Warm, and soft, and white. 

But more sweet and quiet 

Lie our little heads. 
With our own dear mothers 

Sitting by our beds. 

And their soft sweet voices 

Sing our hush-a-bies. 
While the room grows darker 

As we shut our eyes. 

And we play at evening 
Bound our father's knees : 

Birds are not so merry, 
Singing on the trees : 

Lambs are not so happy. 
Mid the meadow flowers ; 

They have play and pleasure, 
But not love like ours. 

But the heart that 's loving 

Works of love will do ; 
Those we dearly cherish 

We must honour too ; 
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To our father's teaching 
Listen day by day, 

And our mother's bidding 
Cheerfully obey. 

For when in his childhood 
Our dear Lord was here, 

He too was obedient 
To His mother dear. 

And His little children 
Must be good as He, 

Gentle and submissiye. 
As He used to be. 



Bymm for Chiklrm. 
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CHAPTER VL 

THE FLOOD^ OR DELUGE. 

2 Pet. iL 5.~ God spared not the old world, but saved Noah tJie 
eiglUh person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in tlie 
flood ufH>n the world of the ungodly. 

Matt, xxiii 37. — O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that hiUest the 
propJiets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even cm a hen 
gathereth her cJUckens under her wings, and ye would not! 

We have read of the disobedience of Adam and Eve, 
and of the wickedness of Cain. We know that sin 
with its followers (want, pain, and misery), were the 
results of the fell; so can we wonder if people, as they 
increased in numbers, became wicked or unhappy? 
Although they lived to a great age, some over 900 years, 
they became worse and worse, till at length " the earth 
was filled with violence, and all men corrupted their 
way upon it." 
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Even men who were born from the good Seth fell 
away from God. 

But there was one good man who still found favour 
with his Creator. !Noah {rest or comfort) was the son 
of Lamech. He was one of the children of Seth. 
After he had reached the age of 500 years he became 
the father of three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

The Lord told this good man that He meant to bring 
au awful judgment upon the world. 

"Behold I, even I, do bring a flood of waters 
upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the 
breath of life, from under heaven ; and every thing 
that is in the earth shall die." — Gen. vl 17. 

But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. 

He and his wife, his three sons and their wives 
(eight souls), were the only persons to be saved alive. 

God told Noah to build an ark, or large wooden house, 
of three stories. It was to be of Gopher wood, pitched 
within and without, and was to be over 500 feet long, 
90 feet wide, and 55 feet high. This ark (or house-boat) 
would float upon the top of the water. 

And God said, that when the flood came, Noah and 
his femily, seven of every sort of clean animals and two 
of every sort of unclean animals, were to enter the ark, 
that he and they might not be drowned. 

One hundred and twenty years passed from the time 
that God said He would destroy the world to the time 
that the flood came. 

During these years Noah was busy in building the 
ark and preaching to the people to repent and turn to 
God. But his preaching was of little use, for they 
would not believe his words. 

" They did eat, they drank; they married wives, 
they were given in marriage" 

Up to the very day that the Preacher of Righteous- 
ness and his family entered the ark. 

Notes. — Clean animals are those which are good for food. 
Unclean aDimala are those which are not fit to be eaten. Gt^ce 
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means favour. A ttory of a building it one floor in a bnildinji; 
ascended by stairs. To repent is to be sorry for oar sins, and 
leave tbem off. 

QUESTIONS. 

What is meant by the old world spoken of in the New Testa- 
ment? Why did God send the flood upon the earth? What 
TOople were saved ? Why? How Ions a warning had the people? 
What are we told of them during this time? How did Noah 
employ his time ? What is he called, becanse of his preaching to 
the people? How were Noah and his family saved? Describe 
the ark. What did it contain besides the eight people? What 
do you mean by clean animals? What by unclean animals? 
Name the three sons of Noah. 



CHAPTER VII. 

THE FLOOD OB DELUGE (cOtlthmed), 

KoAH and his family, together with the clean and un- 
clean animals, entered the ark, and the Lord shut them 
in. Then the flood began to come upon the earth. 
Bain fell without ceasing for forty days and forty nights, 
and the springs of the earth and tl^e windows of heaven 
were opened. The highest hills were covered with 
water. 

" And flesh wherein was the breath of life died, 
of fowl, of cattle, of wild beast, and of every 
creeping thin^ which creepeth upon the earth, and 
every man: all, in whose nostrils was the breath of 
life, of all that was in the dry land, died." — Gen. vii. 
21, 22. 

But God remembered !Noah, and the ark floated 
safely upon the face of the waters. 

After the water had covered up the earth 150 
days it began to abate, and the ark rested on Mount 
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Ararat, where it remained nearly three months before 
the tops of the mountains could be seen. 

No^ opened the window of the arlc and let out a 
raven. And the raven hovered to and fro till tlie 
waters were dried up from off the earth. 

A week afterwards Noah sent out a dove. And the 
dove, "finding no rest for the aole of her foot," returned 
to the ark. 

After another seven days the dove was again sent 
forth. This time she returned to the ai'k with an 
olive leaf plucked off in her month. Then Noah knew 
that the waters were going down. 

After waiting seven more days, Noah sent forth the 
dove again. But she did not return. So Noah knew 




that the flood was over, and at Ood's command he left 
the ark, and once more set foot upon dry land. 

The first thing Noah did, when he came forth upon 
the earth again, was to offer a sacrifice to the Lord to 
thank Him for His goodness. 

"And Noah builded an altar unto the Lord, and took 
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of every clean beast, and of every clean fowl, and offered 
burnt-offerings on the altar." 

Noah afterwards received from God 

Permission to eat flesh, 

A COMMAND to fill the earth Avith people, 

And a promise that there should be no more a flood to 
destroy the earth, and 

" While the earth reraaineth, seed-time and har- 
vest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, 
and day and night shall not cease." — ^Gen. viii. 22. 

In token of these promises, God gave to Noah this sign: 
" And I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for 
a token of a covenant between me and the earth." 

The beautiful rainbow, which we sometimes see when 
rainy clouds are in the sky, is the sign which God then 
gave to Noah, that He will never drown the world again. 

To abate is to grow less. A raven is a large black bird of prey. 
The dove could find no rest for the sole of her foot^ for the earth 
was still covered with water. A sacrifice is something offered to 
God. An oMar was a table built of stones or earth. Burnt' 
offerings — a fire was made upon the altar, and the animals which 
were offered to God were burnt upon it. Permission is leave to 
do something. A command is an order. A promise is giving one's 
word to do or not to do something. A covenant is an agreement 
between two or more persons. 

QUESTIONS. 

What do you think is mesknthy And the Lord shut them in? 
What should we learn from these words? What are the springs 
of the earth? What the windoios of heaven? How long did it 
rain ? How long did the waters continue on the earth? Where 
did the ark rest? Why did Noah send forth a raven from the 
ark? What became of it? Why did he send forth the dove? 
Give an account of tbis. What was Noah's first act on leaving 
the ark? What do we learn from this? What permission, what 
command, and what promise were given to Noah? What does 
the rainbow teach us ? 
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EAELY PIETY. 

Christian soul, dost thou desire 
Days of joy and peace and truthi 

Learn to bear the yoke of Jesus 
In the spring-tide of thy youth. 

It may seem at first a burden, 
But thy Lord will make it light, 

He Himself will bear it with thee. 
He will ease thee of its weight. 

Only bear it well, and daily 

Thou wilt learn that yoke to love; 

Strength and grace it here will bring thee, 
And a bright reward above. 



CHAPTER VIIL 

THE TOWER OF BABEL. 

Acts xviL 26. — He hath determined tlie times before appointed^ 

and the bounds of their JiabUaiion, 

Not many years passed after the Flood was sent upon 
the earth before people again became very sinful. You 
will remember that the command given to Noah was, 
that he should fill the earth with people. 

Now his children's children, instead of obeying this 
command and " dis-pers-ing abroad," took up their abode 
in the rich plain of Shinar. 

Here they intended to settle, and make a city and a 
very high tower. 

And they said one to another, 

" Go to, let us make brick, and bum them throughly. 
And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for 
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mortar. And they Baid, Go to, let us build iia a city 
and a tower, whose top may reach unto heaven j and let 
us make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the 
feee of the whole earth." — Gen, xL 3, i. 

And God s&w the city and the tower which they were 
building, and it displeased Him. So He puuiahed the 

And the Lord said, 

" Behold, the people is one, and they have all one 




language, and this they begm to do . and now nothing 
will be restrained from them, which they have imagined 
to do. 
" Co to, let us go down, and there confound their 
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language, that they may not understand one another's 
speech. 

"So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence 
upon the face of all the earth : and they left off to 
build the city. 

" Therefore is the name of it called Babel {confu8ion\ 
because the Lord did there confound the language of all 
the earth : and from thence did the Lord scatter them 
abroad upon the face of all the earth." — Gen. xi. 6-9. 

Remember, then, that before this time all men spoke 
the same language, and called things by the same names. 
But from this time people who lived in different parts of 
the earth spoke different languages, and called things by 
different names. 

V 

Notes.— To disperse means to scatter. A plain is flat or level 
ground. To restrain means to hold back, or to hinder.' 

QUESTIONS. 

Why did people want to build a city and a tower ? At what 
])lace aid they begin their work ? Why were they not allowed to 
llnish it ? How did they sin in trying to build a tower ? Give, in 
your own words, an account of the building of the Tower of Babel. 
What does Bahel mean ? What is meant by people being of one 
language ? What by people having different languages ? 



DUTY AND REWARD. 

Every day hath toil and trouble, 

Every heart hath care; 
Meekly bear thine own full measure, 

And thy brother's share. 

Fear not, shrink not, though the burden 

Heavy to thee prove ; 
God shall fill thy mouth with gladness, 

And thy heart with love. 

Patiently enduring, ever 

Let thy spirit be 
Bound by links, that cannot sever, 

To humanity. 
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Labour — ^wait ! thy Master perislied 

Ere HiB task was done; 
Count not lost thy fleeting moments, 

Life hath but begun. 

Labour ! and the seed thou sowest 

Water with thy tears; 
God is faithful — He will give thee 

Answer to thy prayers. 

Wait in hope ! though yet no verdure 

Glad thy longing eyes, 
Thou shalt see the ripened harvest 

Garnered in the skies. 

Labour— wait ! though midnight shadows 

Gather round thee here, 
And the storms above thee lowering 

Fill thy heart with fear — 

Wait in hope : the morning dawneth 

When the night is gone, 
And a peaceful rest awaits thee 

When thy work is done. 

Margaret Z. Bailei/, 



CHAPTER IX. 



LIFE OP JOB. 



James v. 11. — Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye 
have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of tlie 
Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy. 

Lam. iii 32. — But iliough he cause grief, yet will lie have com- 
passion according to the multitude of his mercies, 

I. Job (the persecuted) was an Eastern chief who 
lived in early times, probably soon after the Flood.* 

* Some people thiak he lived betweea the death of Joseph 
ftnd the birth of Moses. 



OLD TESTAMENT HISTORr. 31 

Like Noah, he was good while many around him were 
wicked. So good was he that God declared him to be 

" A perfect and upright man, one that feareth God, 
and escheweth evil."— Job i. 8. 

So beloved was he by the poor, that whenever 

" The ear heard him, then it blessed him; when the 
eye saw him, it gave witness to him.'* — Jobxxix. 11. 

He was possessed of great riches, both in cattle and 
servants, and in this respect was the greatest of all 
the men of the East, He had seven sons and three 
daughters. 

2. But in the midst of all his happiness, sorrow and 
trouble fell heavily upon him. To test, or try his faith' 
God allowed Satan to deal blow after blow upon him. 

First, a company of robbers came and took away his 
oxen and asses, and slew all his servants, one only 
escaping to tell the sad tale. 

Second f while that servant was relating his story, 
another servant from elsewhere came to say that fire 
from heaven had burnt up all his sheep and those that 
tended them, himself alone escaping. 

Third, another came saying that all the camels had 
been stolen, the servants killed, he only escaping. 

Fourth, and worst of all, another came, saying, " While 
thy sons and daughters were eating and drinking, a heavy 
wind blew down the house, and so killed them all." 

Now, notice how Job acted. He did not even murmur 
at his troubles, or reproach God for sending them, but 
he humbly exclaimed 

" The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away : 
blessed be the name of the Lord.'* — Job i. 21. 

But his troubles were not yet at an .end, for 

Fifth, the devil now smote him with a dreadful disease, 

with sore boils from the sole of the foot unto his crown, 

and 

Sixth, his wife urged him to curse God and die. Do 

remember what he said to her— 
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" Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and 
shall we not receive evil ?" — Job il 10. 

3. Three of his greatest friends came to Tnoum with 
him and to comfort him ; but his sufferings so affected 
them that they could not utter even a single word to ex- 
press their feelings, although they watched him for seven 
days and nights. At length they thought that Job had 
been guilty of some great sin, and so they reproached 
him. He warmly defended himself, but in doing so 
justified himself rather than the Almighty — an error 
which, in earnest prayer, and in dust and ashes, he after- 
wards confessed. His prayer was heard, and He who 
had so afflicted him now showered down blessings upon 
him. Seven sons and three lovely daughters were given 
him, together with greater riches than he had before his 
trials. In good old age Job died, after a life of wonder- 
ful faith in God, and patience even in the darkest times 
of trouble and affliction. 



Notes. — He eschewed evil means that he shnnned or fled from 
it To murmur ia to complain or grumble. The sole of the foot is 
the lowest part or under side of the foot. Mourning, — We i-ead in 
the Bible of many ways in which people shewed their grief. 
Sometimes they rent (or tore) their clothes, and put dust on their 
heads, and sat or lay on the ground without eating all the day. 
This seems to be the way in which Job shewed his grief. 

QUESTIONS. 

In what part of the Bible do we read of Job ? When did he 
live? What was he? How does God describe his character? 
What do you mean by eschewed evil? How did he treat the 
l)oor ? In what respect was he the greatest of all the men of the 
Eajit? In what did his riches consist? What family had he? 
Why did Grod send him heavy troubles? What was his first? 
the next ? the third ? the fourth ? How did he bear his 
troubles ? How did he suffer in body ? How did his wife act ? 
What did he say to her? What led his three friends to visit him? 
What effect had Job's sufferings upon them? Why did they 
reproach him ? How did Job sin ? What should this teach us ? 
How did God shew that He could give as well as take away? How 
was Job an example to us ? 
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CHAPTER X. 

ABBAM. 

Heb. xi. 8, 10. — By faith ^Abrahanif when lie was called to go ovt 
into a place which he' should after receive for an inheritance, 
obeyed : and he went out, not knowing whither he went. 
For he looked for a city which hatJi foundationSf whose buUder 
and maker is Ood, 

When the world was again very wicked, and people 
prayed to the sim and moon, to fire and images of wood 
and stone, thus forgetting their Creator, one good man, 
Abram {high father) j&iterwQ.rds Abraham (jfatkerofmanT/ 
nationa), like Noah, was singled out from the rest of man- 
kind to bear witness to the one true God. Him God would 
bless, and through him a family and even a whole nation. 
This nation was to be under certain laws, different in 
many ways from other nations of the earth; and from it 
would come, after many years, the Saviour of the world. 
Abram was the son of Terah (delay), and lived at TJr 
of the Chaldees. He seems to have spent his early years 
under his father's roof, where the worship of idols or 
images was indulged in. It is said, that Terah made 
and sold idols. There are little images made of day 
(such as the gods Each el brought with her from Padan- 
aram), which are called after him, Tera-pkim. At the 
age of 75, Abram received a command from God : 

" Get thee out of thy country, and from thy 
father*s house, unto a land that I will shew thee." 
— Gen. xii. 1. 

It must have been hard for him to tear himself away 
from his home and his friends, but Abram did not refuse 
to be guided by the Hand that promised to protect him. 
So, with Sarai {7717/ princess), afterwards called Sarah (the 
pinncess), his wife. Lot (wrapped up), his nephew, and all 
that he possessed, he left his country, and went towards 
the " land of promise." 

I. ' 
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After crossing the Kiver Jordan he came to Canaan, 
the promised land, where God cheered him by saying, 
" Unto thy seed will I give this land." But a famine 
being in the land, Abram left it and went down to Egypt, 
the granary of the nations around. While in Egypt ho 
sinned by saying that his wife was his sister. 

At length he lefb Egypt and went again to Canaan, 
where his servants quarrelled with those of Lot. Now 
mark his generous conduct : He said to his nephew, 
" Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and 
thee, and between my herdmen and thy herdmen ; for 
we be brethren. Is not the whole land before thee 1 
Separate thyself, I pray thee, from me : if thou wilt take 
the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou 
depart to the right hand, then I will go to the lefb."-^ 
Qen. xiii. 8, 9. 

Notes. — A famine is a scarcity of food. A eUp is a large town, 
and contains many houses. A granary is a storehouse for grain, 
&c. A nation is a great number of people who live in one country, 
speak the same language, and are called by the same name. A 
nephew is the son of a brother or sister. A herdman is a man who 
is employed to herd or tend cattle. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why did God single out Abram from the rest of the world ? 
ITow were the people wicked ? Why is it foolish to i)ray to idols? 
What was his lather's name ? How did God call him ? Where 
did he live ? Describe the state of the world then. Where did 
he spend his early life ? How old was he at the time of his call ? 
To what land did God call him ? Who went with him ? How 
were they guided? What is said about this caU in another i)art 
of the Bible ? How was Abram encouraged when he entered the 
promised land ? Why did he soon leave it ? Where did he go ? 
why ? What sin did he then commit ? What happened on nis 
return ? How was the quarrel settled ? How are we called by 
€U)d ? What have we to leave behind us? What river have we 
to cross? How are we led and protected? What is our city 
wluch hath foundationer 



THE TRAVELLER. 

A WEARY man, with dusty feet. 
Came slowly down the village street, 
And paused to look with wistful gazo; 
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Where, througli the smithy's open door, 
The restless fire doth crack and roar, 
For the great bellows evermore 
Doth set it in a blaze. 

The blacksmith lias a six- year child, 
A blue-eyed maiden, coy and mild, 

She saw the wish his look expressed ; 
And with her small white apron neat, 
She dusted down the dark brown seat. 
And prayed him with a smile most sweet. 

To enter there and rest. 

The child brought forth the cup of milk, 
With tiny hand as soft as silk, 

She held it to the traveller's lip; 
And as he drank it thankfully. 
He whispered to the maiden shy, 
How far away his home did lie,* 

Beyond the mountain's tip ; 

Beyond the river rolling bright ; 
And he had far to go that night, 

Bv barren hill and wooded vale: — 
The blacksmith on his hammer leant. 
The boy above the bellows bent. 
The fire died out; while both intent, 

Hung on the traveller's tale. 

And still he spoke in gentle tone 
Unto the little child alone. 

While glistened soft her eyes of blue,— 
And art thou grieved because for me 
The road outspreads so wearily 1 
Child, better should 1 weep for thee, 

Thou art a traveller, too. 

" Life's journey long before thee lies, 
In summer heat, 'neath wintry skies, 

A weary way thy foot must roam : 
For every one who treads the earth, 
In joy or pain, in woe or mirth, 
Is but a traveller from his birth, 

And all are going home. 



i( 
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" Yet on, my child, nor look behind, 
But journey "with an earnest mind : 

God and His angels give thee aid, 
Till, the long toilsome journey done, 
Thou see at last at set of sun 
That distant country duly won,. 

And rest within its shade." 

The old man rose, and passed once more, 
With feeble step, the open door. 

The child scarce bidding him to stay : 
The blacksmith struck another blow, 
The fire, roused up, began to glow. 
And still she stood, and murmured low, 

" My home is for away." 

Mrs, Alexander n 



CHAPTER XL 

ABRAM (contirmed^, 

Abram and his nephew parted, the former remaining in 
Canaan, the latter removing to Sodom (buming)^ a plain 
well watered and having rich grass for his flocks and 
herds. But the people in and around Sodom were very 
wicked, so wicked that God made known to Abraham 
that He would destroy it and Gomorrah, and two other 
wicked places. 

On hearing this, Abraham with great zeal pleaded to 
the Lord for the two cities. 

" Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 
Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city : 
wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the 
fifty righteous that are therein? That be far from thee 
to do ^ter this manner, to slay the righteous with the 
wicked. Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ? 

*' And the Lord said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
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vithin the city, then I will spare all the place for their 
Bakes. 

"And Abraliam answered and said, Behold now, I 
hare taken upon me to apeak unto the Lord, which am 
but dust and aahea: Peradventure there shall lack &va 
of the fifty righteous : wilt thou destroy all the city for 
lack of five 1 

" And He said, If I fiod there forty and five, I will 
not destroy it. 

" And he spake unto Him yet agun, and said, Per- 
adventure there shall be forty found th»e! 

" And He said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 

" And he said unto Him, Oh let not the Lord be angry. 




and I will speak: Peradventure there shall thirty be 
found there! 

« And He said, I will not do it if I find thirty there. 
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" And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me 
to speak unto the Lord : Peradventure there shall be 
twenty found there ? 

"And He said, I will not destroy it for twenty's 
sake. 

" And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and T 
will speak but this once : Peradventure ten shall be 
found there? 

" And He said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake." — 
Gen. xviii. 23-32. 

But in all Sodom there were not ten good people. 

Two angels came to Lot at even, and told him that 
God would destroy Sodom, and advised him to leave it. 
So in the morning he, his wife, and two daughters, having 
been commanded to escape for their lives, not to look 
behind them, and to flee to a mountain, left the city. 

" Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and upon Go- 
morrah, brimstone and fire from the Lord out of heaven : 
and He overthrew those cities, and all the plain, and all 
the inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon 
the ground. But Lot's wife looked back from behind 
him, and she became a pillar of salt," — Gen. xix. 24-26. 

Notes. — Where Sodom and Gomorrah stood there is nothing 
left but a sea of very salt and bitter water— the Dead Sea. Nothing 
will live near it. Peradventure means perhaps. 

QUESTIONS. 

How was the quarrel between the servants of Abram and Lot 
ended ? To what place did Lot go ? What were bis reasons for 
choosing Sodom ? What was the condition of the people of Sodom ? 
What other people were very wicked ? What did Goa make known 
to Abraham concerning Sodom and Gomorrah? How did Abraham 
act on hearing God's threat? Give an account of his pleading with 
God on behalf of the cities ? What do you mean by peradventure? 
How came Lot to hear that Sodom was to be destroyed ? When 
did he leave the city ? Who left with him ? On leaving, what 
command was given them ? Where did they go ? What do you 
know about Lot's wife ? How did the Lord destroy the cities ? 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ABRAHAM {eontiuveJ). 

Op the children of Abraham about whom we read 
most were iBhmael {heard of God) and laaae (laughler). 
The first waiS so called becanae Ood hea/rd his mother, 
Hc^ar'a, prayer; the second because Sarah, his mother, 
laugJied when God, by an angel, promised that she 
should become a mother in her old age. 

At the feast given when laaac nas weaned, Sarah 
saw Ishmael, then about seventeen years old, mocking 
This made her so angry that she insisted upon sending 
Ilagar and her son away " Ca^t out this bondwoman 
and her son," she said to Abraham 




Abraliam 
God's leave 



IS ol course very grieved at this, yet with 
" rose up early in the morning, and took 
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bread and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, 
putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her 
away : and she departed, and wandered in the wilder- 
ness.'* — Gen. xxi. 14. 

Before long they were both in great want. " And the 
water was spent in the bottle, and she cast the child 
under one of the shrubs. And she went, and sat her 
down over against him a good way off, as it were a bow- 
shot ; for she said. Let me not see the death of the 
child. And she sat over against him, and lift up her 
voice and wept." — Gen. xxi. 15, 16. 

But God, who feedeth the hungry and giveth drink to 
the thirsty, "heard the voice of the lad; and the angel 
of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto 
her. What aileth thee, Hagar? Fear not, for God hath 
heard the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the 
lad, and hold him in thine hand; for I will make him 
a great nation. And God opened her eyes, and she saw 
a well of water : and she went and filled the bottle with 
water, and gave the lad drink." — Gen. xxi. 17-19. 

After this the lad grew into a man, and became a great 
archer, living by prey in the wilderness. He was the 
father of twelve sons and one daughter. Many of his 
fjimily became robbers, some even now are robbers 
by land and pirates by sea. When 137 years of age, 
Ishmael, tlis wild jnan whose hand was a^gainat every vmriy 
atid every mavHa hand against hinif died in the presence of 
all his brethren. 

Notes. — Bondwoman, a woman slave. A bottle of water. — In the 
East bottles are made of clay and of skins of animals. If a very large 
bottle is needed, people take the skin of an ox and sew it together 
at the edges, leaving an opening at one end till the bottle is full, 
and then they tie it up. Smaller bottles are made of ^oat-skins. 
These bottles are used to carry water, milk, and sometimes wine. 
In hot countries water is very scarce, so that people are very 
careful of it. Wilderness, a wild or waste place, where no one 
lives. Bowslwt, about the distance that an arrow would fly 
when shot from a bow. Archer, one who shoots arrows from an 
arch or bow. Pirate, a robber on the sea, who takes shij^s by 
force and sells the cargo. 

QUESTIONS. 

Name two sons of Abraham. What is meant by Ishmael? 
8hew ho^ Ishmad was rightly named. What is meant by Isaac ? 
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How was Isaac rightly named ? Who was the mother of Ishmael ? 
Of Isaac ? What was Hagar ? What was there remarkable about 
the birth of Isaac ? Which was the elder son ? What took place 
when Isaac was weaned? How old was Ishmael then? Why 
were Hagar and Ishmael cast out ? What did they take ? Where 
did they go ? What troubles befel them ? Who protected them ? 
How did He help them ? What do you know of the later life of 
Ishmael ? What is an archer ? What do you know of Ishmacl's 
descendants ? 



WISHING. 

" I WISH I was a lamb, sister," 

The little brother cried, 
" It plays amid the daisy flowers, 
Along the meadows wide ; 
It plays all day so merrily. 

And all the summer night 
It lies down in the buttercups 
Under the sweet moonlight." 

" I would not be a lamb, my dear," 
The gentle sister answered near ; 

" Perhaps some day the butcher's knifo 
Will take away his merry life." 

" I wish I was a butterfly. 

Then, sporting all the day; 
With spotted wing so beautiful. 

Out in the w-arm sun ray. 
He flies to all the fairest flowers. 

And tastes their honey sweet; 
I cannot follow half so fast, 

Upon my little feet." 

" His life is very short, my dear," 
She says with voice so soft and clear, 

'* When one short summer's day is o'er. 
The butterfly will sport no more." 

" Then I would be a lark, sister ; 
Upon his soft brown wings 
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He soars into the breaking clouds, 
And there he hangs and sings. 

He soars, until he seems to float 
A speck before my eye; 

It must be 3ure a glorious thing 
To be so very high." 

Again she answers: " Once, my daar, 
When breaking day did first appear, 
A hiingry kite with cruel claw. 
Killing a little lark, I saw." 

" Then what would you be, sister; 

Would you not like to rise 
And warble with the sweet skylark, 

Or play like butterflies] " 
She says in the same quiet tone, 

" I would be what I am, — 
I 'm quite content, nor wish to change 

With bird, or fly, or lamb. 

" Our happiest, fittest state, my dear. 
Be sure is that we *re given here, 
And boy, or girl, we *re better far. 
Just where we *re set, and as we are." 

Mrs, Alexander. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

ABRAHAM {continued). 

When Abraham was more than one hundred years of 
age, and was living a very peaceful life, God made a 
severe trial of his faith. 

" Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, "whom 
thou lovest, and get thee unto the land of Moiiah; 
and oflfer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of 
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will tell thee of." — Gen. 



the monntains 'which . 
xxii. 2. 

Heavy as this trial was, liis faith did not leave him. 

" He rose up early ia the morning, and saddled his 
ass, and took two of his young men with him, and 
Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt-offering, 
and rose up, and went unto the place of which God had 
told him. Then on the third day Abraham lifted up 
his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 

" And Abraham said onto his young men, Abide ye 
here with the asa; and I and the lad will go yonder 
and worship, and come again to yon. And Abraham 
took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it upon 
Isaac his son; and he took the fire in bis hand, and a 
knife J and they went both of them together. 




"And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, 
y &thcr: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he 



44 OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY. 

said, Behold the fire and the wood; but where is the 
lamb for a burnt-offering ? 

" And Abraham said, My son, God will provide him- 
self a lamb for a burnt-offering : so they went both of 
them together. And they came to the place which God 
had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and 
laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and 
laid him on the altar upon the wood. And Abraham 
stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay 
his son. 

" And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of 
heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham. And he said. 
Here am T. 

"And he said. Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou anything unto him : for now I know 
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld 
thy son, thine only son, from me. 

"And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his 
horns : and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered 
him up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son.*' 

You will see that Abraham was willing to give up his 
son at God's command. The son must also have been 
willing, for he was a young man of twenty-six years of 
age, and could thxis have fled from his father. 

For some years after Abraham spent a calm and 
peaceful life. At the age of 127 his wife died. He 
afterwards married a second wife, Keturah, and by her 
was the father of six children. At length the patriarch 
died, "an old man and full of years (175), and was 
gathered to his people.*' 

KoTE, — A patriarch is an old father, or head of a family. 

QUESTIONS. 

How did God trv Abraham's faith and obedience ? Where was 
Abraham told to slay his son ? Shew that the son was willing to 
be slain. Shew that Abraham was willing to slay his son. What 
stopped the father from killing the son ? What was offered vp 
instead of Isaac ? Where was tne ram? What is a thicket ? Who 
in later years was really offered up as a sacrifice? In what 
respects was He like Isaac ? Who was Abraham's second wife ? 
AVhat is a patriarch ? How old was Abraham when he died ? 



J 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

ESAU. 

ITeb. xii. 16, 17. — Who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 
For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited 
the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repent^ 
ance, though he sought it carefully with tears, 

Esau (hairy) was the twin brother of Jacob (su2>- 
planter). Both were sons of Isaac and Bebekah. Esau 
was the father's favourite, and as eldest son had, by 
right of birth, certain privileges which Jacob had not. 
For example, he was heir to a double portion of his 
father's property, and was lord or head of his father's 
family. 

When he grew up he became a wild and cunning 
hunter. One day, on returning from hunting, and feel- 
ing very faint and weary, he found his brother making 
some red pottage of lentiles. So he said to Jacob, 
" Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage, for 
I am faint." Jacob, seeing his distress, replied, *^ Sell 
me this day thy birthright." And Esau, unable to satisfy 
his feelings of hunger, said he would. But Jacob was 
not contented with mere words, so he said to his brother, 
"Swear to me." And Esau swore unto him, and so 
sold his birthright for "one morsel of meat" — a sin whicli 
afterwards cost him many bitter tears. 

At length Isaac, when very old and feeble, desired 
Esau to get him venison, and bade him come to receive 
a blessing. His words were overheard by Bebekah, 
who, wishing the younger son to receive the blessing, 
desired hira to slay two kids, which she hastily dressed. 
And further to deceive her husband, "took goodly 
raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in 
the house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son. 
And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his 
hands, and upon the smooth of his- neck." She then sent 
him with the savoury food to his father. "And he camo 
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tinto his father, and said, My father ; and he said, Here 
am I. Who art thou, my son? 

"And Jacob said unto bis father, I am Esau thy first- 
born ; I have done according as thou badest me ; arise, 
I pray thee, ait and eat of my venison, that tby soul 
may bless me, 

"And Isaac sud unto his son, How is it that thoit 
hast found it so quickly, my son! And he said, Because 
the Lord thy God brought it to me. And Isaac said unto 
Jacob, Come near, 1 pray thee, that I may feel thee, my 
son, ■whether thou be my very son Eaau or not. 

" And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father ; and he 
felt him and said. The voice ia Jacob's voice, but the 
hands are the hands of Esau. And he discerned him 
not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's 
hands : so he bleased him." 




Jacob was acarce gone out fram the presence of his 
father when Esau came to Isaac saying, " Let my father 
arise, and eat of his son'ii venison, that thy soul may 
bless me." 
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On Isaac making known to Mm that the blessing liad 
already been given, Esau bitterly cried, *^ Hast thou but 
one blessing, my father 1 bless me, even me also, O my 
father 1" 

He afterwards received from his father a blessing, but 
not the blessings 

Esau was in a rage at this, and made up his mind to 
kill Jacob ; but, as time passed, his anger grew less, and 
at length he quite forgave his brother. 

Of Esau's death we read nothing in Scripture. 

Notes. — A cunning hunter is a crafty and skilful hunter. Len- 
tUeSf a sort of pulse not unlike small black peas, still a favourite 
dish in the East. VenUon^ the flesh of animals taken in hunting, 
especially the deer. And "he discerned him not" means, and 
*' ne did not find him out." Savoury food, having savour or relish ; 
pleasant to the taste. Faiment means clothes. To deceive a person 
IS to make him think what is not true. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who were iisau's parents ? Who was his brother ? Describe 
Esau. What privile^ had Esau by risht of birth. Give an 
account of Esau's sellmg his birthright, what is said of this in 
another part of the Bible ? What are lentiles ? What birthright 
have we as Christians ? How is it possible to sell it for a mess of 
poUagef How did Esau mn in selling his birthright? How should 
we sin if we sold ours ? Which of uie sons obtoined the father's 
chief blessins; ? How did this happen ? What was Rebekah's 
sin ? Describe what took place on JSsau's return from hunting ? 
How did Emu feel at his brother's treatment ? How did he after- 
wards act towards Jacob ? What do we know of his death ? 



CHAPTER XV. 

JACOB. 

Jacob was the twin brother of Esau. He was a sbeplierd, 
a plain man living in tents, and was the fiBbvourite of 
Hebekah his mother. 

We read in the last chapter how he obtained his 
brother's birthright, and afterwards his blessiDg* To 
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get out of the way of his brother, who sought to kill 
him, Jacob lefb the country and went to his uncle Laban 
{shining) at Padan-aram, about 400 miles from Canaan. 

On his way he had a wonderful vision. With stones 
for his pillow he lay down at night to sleep. "And he 
dreamed, and behold a ladder set np on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven : and behold the angels 
of God ascending and descending on it. 

" And, behold, the Lord stood above it, and said, I am 
the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of 
Isaac : the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed ; 

" And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, and 
thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and to the east, 
and to the north, and to the south : and in thee and in 
thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 

" And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep thee in 
all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again 
into this land ; for I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which I have spoken to thee of. 

" And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said. 
Surely the Lord is in this place; and I knew it not. 
And he was afraid, and said. How dreadful is this 
place ! 

" This is none other but the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven." — Gen. xxviii. 12-17. 

"And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the 
stone that he had put for his pillow, and set it up for a 
pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. And he 
called the name of that place Bethel : but the name of 
that city was called Luz at the first. 

" And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, 

" If God will be with me, and will keep me in 
this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my 
father's house in peace, then shall the Lord be my 
God. 

" And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, 
shall be Ood*8 Ivouse : and of all that thou shalt give 
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me, I will surely give the tenth unto thee.'* — Gen, 
xxviil 20-22. 

Notes. — Tentf a ehelter, or sort of shed, generally of canvas 
Btretched on poles. Ascending is going tip, aescending is going 
down. Vow, a solemn promise to God. Pouring oil npon a place 
' or thing was meant to set it apart to some holy purpose. "Give 
the tenth unto thee ; " Jacob began the custom, which has lasted 
till now with many people, to set apart a tithe (or a tenth part) 
of their income for God. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who were the parents of Jacob? Who was his brother? Describe 
Jacob. By what means did he obtain his brother's birthright? 
and his blessing? Why did he leave Canaan ? Where did he so? 
What hamiened on the way? What was the dream ? What did 
he say ymen he awoke? How did he act? What is a vow? 
What was Jacob's vow? Shew that it is not wrong for us to 
make vows. 



THE BEGGAK BOY. 

When the wind blows loud and fearful, 
And the rain is pouring fast, 

And the cottage matron careful 
Shuts her door against the blast ; 

When lone mothers, as they hearken, 

Think of sailor sons at sea, 
And the eve begins to darken. 

While the clocks are striking three ; 

When the pavement echoes only 
Now and then to passing feet. 

Still the beggar boy goes lonely 
Up and down the empty street. 

On his brow the wet hair bristles, 
And his feet are blue with cold, 

And the wind at pleasure whistles 
Through his garments, torn and old. • 
I. D 
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You can hear the plaint he utters, 
standing dripping at your door, 

Through the splashing in the gutters. 
When the wind has lulled its roar. 

Little children, playing gladly 
In the parlour bright and wamii 

Look out kindly, look out sadly 
On the beggar in the storm. 

Speak ye softly to each other. 
Standing by the window pane — 
'' Had he father, had he mother. 

Would they leave him in the rain 1 

" In our home is peace and pleasure. 
We are loved and cared about : 
We must give from our full measure 
To the wanderer without." 

Little children of the peasant. 

Sitting on the sanded floor, 
While the low neat room looks pleasant. 

And your work is nearly o*er. 

See the beggar passes slowly 
By your lattice low and wet ; 

Ye are needy, ye are lowly. 
Here is one that 's poorer yet. 

Lend an ear to his appealing, 
Spare a morsel from your store, 

Give him comfort and kind feeliDg, 
If ye cannot give him more. 

For the full heart overflowing. 
Shews its love by gentle deed ; 

And the poor heart pities, knowing 
Well the misery of need. 

Mrs, Alexander, 
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CHAPTER XYI. 

JACOB {contintiecC), 

Jacob went on his journey, and at last came to a well in 
Haran, where he saw Eachel the daughter of Laban. 
She had come to the well to give water to her father's 
flock. 

" And it came to pass, when Jacob saw Kachel the 
daughter of Laban his mother's brother, and the sheep 
of Laban his mother's brother, that Jacob went near, 
and rolled the stone from the well's mouth, and watered 
the flock of Laban his mother's brother. 

" And Jacob kissed Bachel, and lifted up his voice, 
and wept. 

"And Jacob told Rachel that ho was her father's 
brother, and that he was Rebekah's son : and she ran 
and told her father. 

" And it came to pass, when Lab9.n heard the tidings 
of Jacob his sister's son, that he ran to meet him, and 
embraced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his 
house. And he told Laban all these things. 

" And Laban said to him, Surely thou art my bono 
and my flesh. And he abode with him the space of a 
month." 

Then Jacob agreed to work for his uncle as a shep- 
herd. He promised to serve for seven years if his 
uncle would allow him to marry Rachel. 

To this Laban agreed, saying that when Jacob had 
served him for seven years, he would give Rachel to him 
to be his wife. 

But at the end of seven years he who had deceived 
Esau was in his turn deceived. Instead of receiving 
Rachel for a wife, Leah her elder sister was given him. 

When Jacob complained of this treatment, Laban ex- 
cused himself by saying that it was not the custom 
of tho country for the younger sister to be married 
before the elder. 
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After Jacob had served seven more yeara, Laban gave 
Kacbel to Jacob to be his wife. 

God in those times allowed men to have more thaa 
one wife. 

Iieah had many childen ; and at last Bachel had a child, 
who was named Joseph, 

Try and leant the names of Jacob's twelve sons and 
one daughter: — 

Beuben, Simeon, Levi, Jiidah, Dan, Naphtali, Gad, 
Asher, leaachar, Zebulon, Joseph, Benjamin, and Dinab, 
the daughter. 

After living with Laban for fourteen years, Jacob 
wished to leave ; but to this hia uncle would not con- 
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JACOB nzpABTixa tboh labak. 
sent, and tempted Jacob to stay by promising blm a part 
of the flocks. 

Jacob staid ; and God so prospered him that in .the 
course of six years he became the master of immense 
flocks. 
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• 

But Laban did not keep his part of the agreement. 
So, after living for twenty years with his uncle, during 
which time his wages had been changed ten times, Jacob 
left. He took his wives, his children, and his flocks and 
herds and camels, and went forth from Laban to return 
to the land of Canaan. 

And when Jacob came near to the land of Caanan, he 
sent for his brother Esau, to tell him that he was 
coming) and to beg him to forgive him. 

While Jacob was waiting for Esau, he heard he was 
coming with 400 armed men, and he was much fright- 
ened. So he divided his cattle into droves, and put a 
space between drove and drove, and told the men to 
tell Esau each drove was a present to him. Then he 
set his wives and children last. He sent all these over 
the river by daylight, but it was just dark when they 
had all crossed over ; and Jacob was left on the other 
side, by himself, and he spent the night praying to God. 

" And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man 
with him until the breaking of the day. And when he 
saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the 
hollow of his thigh ; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh 
was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. And he 
said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I 
will not let thee go, except thou bless me. And he- 
said unto him, What is thy name ? And he said, Jacob. 
And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, 
but Israel : for as a prince hast thou power with God 
and with men, and hast prevailed. And Jacob asked 
him, and said. Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And 
he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my 
name 1 And he blessed him there. And Jacob called 
the name of the place Peniel {the face of God) : 

" For I have seen God face to face, and my life is 
preserved." — Gen. xxxil 30. 

The next day Esau came to meet him. Then Jacob 
bowed himself to the ground before Esau. And Esau 
ran to meet him, and he fell on his neck and kissed him. 

After living several years in Canaan, Jacob, the 
deceiver, having been deceived by his own sons, went to 
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live in Egypt {see chap, xxi), and after blessing bia 
children, died at the age of 147 yeara. 




Notes. At Ha an _. __ ^ __^ -„— n 

days were h t and the nighta w re co d. There irera maoy w d 
b^iBts snolk aa Ii ns t gere wolv and bears If these came by 
night to rna away wit£ the sbeep, the ahapherd had to defeod 
them ; if they were stolen, he had to pay for thein. When tbo 
■beep went ^m one pUoe to another, the shepherd went first, 
end they followed after him. To v>re»lle is to struggle for tho 
aiwtery. 

QUESTIONS. 

Where was Jacob journeying I What did be ccme to at last 
What is a well ? Whom did he Bee there t How did Jacob act . 
How did the consiu ? and Laban F What was to be Jacob's work 
at Haran I What agreement did he and big ancle make f How 
was he deceived by his uncle! What was the next agreement I 
Name the children of Jacob. How did Laban tempt Jacob to stay 
with him for more than foorteen years I How long did be stay 
with hia uncle ? Why did he leave Haran ? To what land did be 
goT What happened on bis ionmeyl Shew how Jacob was 
puniehed for deceiving bis brotJier I How did Esan act when he 
nw Jacob I 
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CHAPTER XVIT, 

I 

JOSEPH. 

St. John l 11. — Who came unto his own, and hU own received him 

not. 
Acts yil. 9. — The 'patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into 

Egypt, 
Psalm cv. 18. — Whose feet they hurt in the stocks; the iron 

entered into his soul, 

Joseph was the beloved son of Jacob and Eacbel. 
While young, his father gave him a coat of many 
colours. 

" And when his brethren saw that their father loved 
him more than all his brethren, they hated him." 

And Joseph had two dreams, which he told to his 
brothers : — 

" Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and, 
lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright ; and, behold, 
your sheaves stood round about, and made obeisance to 
mj sheaf" 

^^ Behold, the sun and the moon and the eleven stars 
made obeisance to me." 

These dreams really meant that his father (the sun), 
his mother (the moon), and his eleven brothers (the 
sheaves of wheat, and the stars), should bow down to 
him. 

For these dreams his father rebuked him, and his 
brothers liated him yet the more. 

Joseph's brothers were keeping their flocks at Shechem, 
away from their father's home. And Jacob sent Joseph 
to see how his brethren fared, and bring him word 
again. 

When Joseph's brethren saw him coming, they made 
up their minds to kill him. 

'' Behold, this dreamer cometh : let us slay him and 
cast him into some pit, and we will say, Some evil 
beast hath devoured him." 

Reuben persuaded them not to kill him. But they 
stripped him of his coat, and cast him into a pi^ 
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Afterwards they sold hint for twenty pieces of silver 
to some merohanta. 

But Reuben was very grieved at this. Then tha 
brethren killed a kid, and they dipped the coat of many 
colours in the blood, and they brought it to their father. 




Thinking hia favourite son had been devoured by a 

wild beast, Jacob rent his clothes, mourned for his son 
many days, and would not be comforted. 

Joseph, as a slave, was taken by the merchants to 
Egypt and sold to Fotiphar, an o£Scer of Pharaoh the 
king. But God was with him. He was soon raised 
to a place of great trust — an honour, however, which did 
not last long. 

Being tempted to sin by his master's wife, Joseph 
eaid, 

"How can I do this great wickedness, and bio 
against God." — Gen. xxxix. 9. 

The wicked wife then falsely accused Joseph to her 
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husband. Potiphar, believing his "wife, was very angry 
with Joseph, and had him cast into a prison. 

It was far better for Joseph to be in prison because 
he would not sin, than it was for him to remain in 
Potiphar's house and sin against God. 

Notes. — Dreams. ^Qod was pleased to make use of dreams to 
make known bis purposes or requirements to certain people. He 
also gave power to interpret or explain them. A elieaf of wheat is 
a quantity of stalks of wheat bound up together. To accuse is to say 
that a person has done a thing which is wrong. To accuse falsely 
is to say a thing aeainst a' person which is not true. False means 
not true. To rebuke is to cnide or reprove. A kifi is a young goat. 
A merchant is one who buys and sells. A slave is one who is 
bought or taken prisoner, and so is the property of bis master, and 
bound to obey bis will. Pieces of silver : Silver was not in those 
days coined as it is now : it was used by weight. A piece of silver 
probably weighed a shekel, which is equal to about 2s. Id. of our 
money. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who were the parents of Joseph ? When young what did Jacob 
give him ? What effect had this upon his brothers ? What were 
Joseph^s dreams ? what did they mean ? What was the result of 
these dreams ? What work had Joseph's brothers ? Why was 
Joseph sent to them ? What did the brethren say when they 
saw nim ? Which of the brothers did not wish to kill Joseph? 
What became of Joseph? What are merchants? How did the 
brothers deceive their father ? What effect had this upon Jacob ? 
Where was Joseph taken? What happened to him there? Why 
was he put into prison? What was his answer to Potiphar's 
wife? 



RESIST THE DEVIL AND HE WILL FLEE 

FROM YOU. 

Do no sinful action, 

Speak no angry word, 
We belong to Jesus, 

Children of the Lord. 

Christ is kind and gentle, 

Christ is pure and true, 
And His little children 

Must be holy too. 
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There 's a wicked spirit 
*Watcliing round us still, 

And he tries to tempt ua 
To all harm and ill. 

But we must not hear him, 
Though 'tis hard, we know, 

To resist the evil, 
And the good to do. 

We must struggle truly 
In our infant days, 

To resist him wholly, 
And forsake his ways. 

We are little Christians, 
We must learn to fight 

With the bad within us, 
And to do the right. 

Christ is our own Master, 
He is good and true. 

And His little children 
Must be holy too. 



Hymns/or Little Children, 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

JOSEPH {continv/edj. 

But in prison the " Lord was with Joseph." God so 
blessed him that the keeper of the prison put every- 
thing into Joseph's hand. " And whatsoever they did 
there, he was the doer of it." 

Joseph was happy even while in prison. Those who 
love God ftye happy wherever they are. 
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Now the chief butler and the chief baker of Pharaoh 
were in prison with Joseph. 

These two servants had each a strange dream which 
they could not make out. The butler's dream was : — 
" Behold, a vine was before me; and in the vine were 
three branches; and it was as though it budded, and 
her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought 
forth ripe grapes : and Pharaoh's cup was in my hand : 
and I took the grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's 
cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand." 

The baker's dream was : — " Behold, I had three white 
baskets on my head : and in the uppermost basket there 
was of all manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh ; and th^ 
birds did eat them out of the basket upon my head." 
Then Joseph explained these dreams, telling the butler 
that in three days (shewn by the three branches) he 
should return to his former place, and give the cup into 
Pharaoh's hand ; and the baker that in three days (shewn 
by the three baskets) he should be hanged on a tree, 
and the birds should eat' his flesh. 

It happened as Joseph had said. On the third day 
after, the king took the butler out of piison and again 
made him to be his chief servant ; but the baker was 
hanged. 

Yet for this kindness the butler soon forgot Joseph. 
He did not even speak of him to Pharaoh. So Joseph 
was left still in prison. 

QUESTIONS. 

Was Joseph happv or unhappy while in prison? What made 
him happy? If he had done wrong would he have been happy? 
Why not? How did Joseph succeed in prison? What was it 
that made him so favoured? Who were put into prison with him? 
What is a butler? What a baker? What a cteiT butler? What 
a cliief baker? What was the butler's dream ? What the baker's ? 
M'ho explained them? What did the butler's dream mean? 
What the baker's? Shew how it happened to these servants as 
Joseph had said. 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 
"Our Father whioh art in heaven. 

Is there a little orphan child. 

Father and mother gone, 
Who deems himself quite desolate, 

Left in the world alone ? 

It is not so — while Christ's own words 

On every lip are laid. 
While each a Father hath in Heaven, 

To cheer him and to aid. 

Oh ! let him seek the churchyard ground 

Some quiet summer even, 
When calmly on his father's grave 

Looks down the sunset heaven. 

And let him gaze on the blue sky. 
And dry the tears that gather 

In his dim eyes, and breathe a prayer 
Unto his other Father. 

Ye happier children, who below 

Still share a father's love, 
Remember earthly love is taught 

To lead to things above. 

Remember, when ye court his smile, 

Or prattling climb his knee. 
Ye have a Father ever near. 

More kind, more good than he. 

Give Him a love as fond and free. 

As fully trust His might. 
Hold converse with Him day by day, 

And with as great delight. 

For household duties, loves, and joys, 

Losses and cares are given. 
To train the sons of God to reach 

Their Father's House in Heaven. 

Hymiiafor Children, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

JOSEPH (contimied). 

For two full years Joseph remained in prison. 

At the end of the two years Pharaoh dreamed two 
strange dreams. 

" Behold, he stood by the river; and behold there came 
\ip out of the river seven well favoured kine, and fat- 
fleshed; and they fed in a meadow. And behold seven 
other kine came up after them out of the river, ill 
favoured and lean-fleshed, and stood by the other kine 
upon the brink of the river. And the ill favoured 
and lean-fleshed kine did eat up the seven well favoured 
and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. And he slept, and 
dreamed the second time. 

" Behold, seven ears of corn came up upon one stalk, 
rank and good. And behold seven thin ears and blasted 
with the east wind, sprung up after them. And the 
seven thin ears devoured the seven rank and full ears." — 
Gen. xli. 1-7. 

No one (riot even Pharaoh's wise men) could tell what 
these dreams meant. At last the chief butler thought of 
Joseph and spoke of him to Pharaoh. 

Then Pharaoh sent for Joseph. And the king told 
his dreams to Joseph, who with God's help explained 
them. The seven fat kine and the seven full ears 
meant that there should be seven years of plenty, in 
which there should be good harvests and much corn in 
Egypt. And the seven lean kine and the seven thin 
ears meant seven years of famine, in which there would 
be no harvests and no corn. The seven years of plenty 
were to be followed by the seven years of famine, when 
they would eat up all that had grown in the years of 
plenty. 

Joseph advised the king to store up food during the 
seven years of plenty for use during the seven years 
of famine. 
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" And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the ejes of all his seryants/' And Pharaoh 
said, 

"Can we find -such a one as this is, a man in 
whom the Spirit of God is 1" — Gen, xli. 38. 

And now Joseph was rewarded. He was taken from 
prison, and was appointed to gather in the food during 
the years of plenty. " And Pharaoh took off his ring 
from his hand, and put it upon Joseph's hand, and 
arrayed him in vestures of fine linen, and put a gold 
chain ahout his neck; and he made him to ride in the 
second chariot which he had; and they cried before him, 
Bow the knee : and he made him rulei* over all the land 
of Egypt." 

The years of plenty came. " And Joseph gathered 
com and bread as the sand of the sea." 

"AnX the seven years of dearth began to corue, 
according as Joseph had said : and the dearth was in all 
lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 
And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the 
people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said 
unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph; what he saith 
to you, do. And the famine was over all the face of 
the earth. And Joseph opened all the store-houses, and 
sold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore 
in the land of Egypt. And all countries came into 
Egypt to Joseph for to buy com; because that the 
famine was so sore in all lands." — Gen. xli. 54-57. 

Notes. — Blasted means blighted or mill-dewed. Chariot^ a 
sort of carriage with two wheSs. To bow the knee— this was an 
act of respect to a superior. It was a common thing in the East 
for a person on meeting another to kneel upon one knee, and bow 
the head until it touched the ground. It is still the custom in 
many Eastern parts for subjects to kneel before the throne of the 
king, and bow tneir heads slowly till they touch the earth. Dearth 
means deamess ; famine. Wise men, — It was a custom for a king 
to have men of wisdom and learning near him. They were con- 
sulted on' all important occasions,, and much importance was 
attached to their opinions. Arrayed means clothed. Vestures 
are clothes, or robes. ** As the sand of the sea " means so much^ 
that no one could count it. 
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QUESTIONS. 

How long did Joseph remain in prison? What happened which 
led to his being set free ? What was Pharaoh's nrst dream ? 
What is the brink of a. rirer ? What are kine ? What are well- 
favoured and fat-flesTied kine? and what ill-favoured and lean- 
fleshed kine ? What was Pharaoh's second dream ? What is 
meant by com being blasted with the wind? Who explained 
these dreams ? What was meant by the seven fat kine and the 
seven full ears? And what by the seven lean kine and the seven 
thin ears? What did Joseph advise the king to do? What 
did Pharaoh remark upon Joseph? Ho w was Joseph now rewarded? 
Give some account of Joseph now he was out of prison. 



CHAPTER XX. 

JOSfiPH {continued). 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in 
Egypt. But Jacob did not send Benjamin his youngest 
son, lest harm should befall him on the way. 

And the sons of Israel came and bowed down them- 
selves before Joseph with their faces to the ground. 

Thus was Joseph's dream fulfilled. You remember 
how he dreamt that all his brothers' sheaves bowed 
down to his. The sons did not know that the ruler 
before whom they bowed was Joseph their brother. 

But Joseph would not make himself known to them. 
He called them spies ; put them in prison for three days, 
and would only allow them to leave with corn on con- 
dition that one of them remained behind, and that they 
would fetch Benjamin, who, they said, was with theii 
father. 

Joseph, unknown to his brothers, ordered their money 
to be put back in their sacks' mouth ; but when they 
found it, " their hearts failed them, and they were afraid, 
saying one to another, What is this that God hath done 
unto us 1" 

And they came to Jacob their father and told him 
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-what had taken place, when the old man burst forth 
into a bitter cry : " My son shall not go down with 
you, for his brother is dead, and he is left alone : if 
mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then 
shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the 
grave." 

But the famine was sore in the land, and Jacob was 
forced to send his children again to buy corn. This 
time they took Benjamin, a present for Joseph, and 
double money in their sacks. 

They reached Egypt; Joseph's steward bade them 
not to alarm themselves about the money found in their 
sacks, and Simeon their brother was restored to them. 

And Joseph, seeing his brother Benjamin, could not 
control his feelings, "so he entered into his chamber 
and wept there." Having washed his face he ordered his 
servants to " set on bread " before the brothers. 

Joseph's brothers were very much sui-prised when they 
found that they were arranged^at table according to 
their age, from the eldest to the youngest. 

And Joseph sat by himself, and sent food unto them. 
" But Benjamin's mess was five times as great as any 
of theirs. And they drank and were merry with him." 

Notes. — To be/all means to happen. Spy, one sent into an 
enemy's country or camp to find out their strength, &c. Steward, 
one who manages the servants and all about the food in a family. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why did Joseph's brethren go to Egypt ? How many went ? 
Which brother remained in Canaan? why? How did the ten 
brothers act when they saw Joseph ? What does this remind you 
of ? How did Joseph treat his brothers at first ? What are spies ? 
On what condition did Joseph allow his brothers to leave Egypt ? 
How were they surprised on their journey ? How did the aged 
Jacob receive his sons' news ? Whom did he mean when he said, 
for his brother is dead i Why did the sons go a second time to 
Egypt ? How many went this time ? What did they take with 
them ? Say what took place this time when they reached Egypt. 
How did Joseph especially favour Benjamin? 
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CHAPTEE XXL 
JOSSPK {wntmued). 

As soon aa the next morning was light the brothers se^ 
oat again on their way to Canaan. 

But they had not gone far before the steward overtook ' 
them, and charged them with stealing his master's silver 
cup. Their sacks were searchedi and to their astonish* 
ment the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. It had 
been placed were by command of Joseph without their 
knowing it. 

Then they rent their clothes, and all went back to 
Joseph's house. 

On Joseph saying that the guiUf/ one alone should 
remain a prisoner, Judah with mudi warmth spoke of 
his &ther, "the old man," who would certainly die if his 
favourite son did not return to him. " We have a father, 
an old man, and a child of his old age, a little one ; and 
his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mother, 
and his &tber loveth him* 

'^JSTow therefore, when I come to thy servant my 
father, and the lad be not with us ; seeing that his life 
is bound np in the lad's life ; it shall come to pass, when 
he seeth that the lad is not with us, that he will die i 
and thy servants shall bring down the gray hairs of thy 
servant our father with sorrow to the grave. For thy 
servant became surety for the lad unto my father, 
saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I shall bear 
the blame to xaj lather for ever. Now therefore, I pray 
thee, let thy servant abide instead of the lad a bond-man 
to my lord ; and let the lad go up witJi his brethreUf"— 
Gen. xUv. 30-33. 

'' Then Joseph could not refrain himself before aU 
them that stood by him; and he cried, Cause eveiy man 
to go out from me. And he wept aloud. And Joseph 
said unto his brethren, I am Joseph ; doth my father y«^' 

I. K 
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livet And his brethren could not &nswer Mm; for they 
were troubled at his presence. 




HniSBLP KNOWN TO EtS BB^HSEK. 



" And Joseph said unto his brethren, Gome near to me, 
I pray 70U. And they came near. And he said, I am. 
Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. Now 
therefore be not grieved, nor angry with yourselves, 
that ye sold me hither : 

" For God did send me before you to preserve ■ 
life." — Gen. xlv. 5. 

He then desired them to return to Canaan to fetch 
their father, and children, and all that they had, that 
they might settle down in Egypt. 

When the aged Jacob heard the news, "hia heart 
fainted, for he believed them not;" but when he saw the 
waggons and presents which Joseph had sent, he said, 
**lt is enough ; Joseph my son is yet alive ; I will go 
and see him before I die," 
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At length Jacob and his family, with their cattle^ and 
all that they had, went to Egypt. 

"And Joseph made ready his chariot, and went up to 
meet Israel, his father (for, you know, God had changed 
his name from Jacob, suji^cmter, to Israel, Prince of 
GocT), and presented himself unto him : and he fell on 
his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 

" And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since 
I have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive." 

The brothers were now afraid lest Joseph should 
punish them for all the evil they had done him. So they 
sent a messenger to Joseph to plead for them. 

But there was no need of this. Joseph soon calmed 
their fears, and forgave his brethren. 

Some years after, Joseph knowing that he would soon 
die, sent for his brethren, and told them that God would 
bring them up to the Promised Land. He also begged of 
them to carry his bones with thenu 

Joseph died at the age of 110 : and his friends 
embalmed him and put him in a coffin in Egypt. 

Notes. — ^To refrain means to keep from doing any thmg. A 
messenger is one who is sent on a message or errand. The Pro^ 
raised Land, Canaan, which was promised to Abraham. Surety is 
one who is bound, or gives his word for another. To embalm is to 
preserve a dead body from decay by wrapping it in sweet herbs 
and spices. 

Joseph and our Lord Jesus Christ were alike in many respects : 

Each was a dearly beloved son. 

Each was hated by his brethren. 

Both went down into Egypt to escape death. 

Both were sold for money. 

Both resisted temptation. 

Both were patient sufferers of many trials. 

Each was stripped of his raiment. 

Each was raised to a high place and blessed. 

QUESTIONS. 

What took place soon after the brothers had commenced their 
journey homewards ? What is a steward ? Where was the cup 
found? When it was found, how did the brothers act? What 
was Judah willing to do ? How did Joseph make himself known 
to his brethren ? How had Joseph preserved life f What did the 
brothers take to Canaan? For what purpose? How did Jacob 
receive the news that Joseph was still alive? 0i7e au account of 
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the meeting of Jacob and Joseph. How was Jacob's name changed ? 
What now cansed the brothers' fresh anxiety? How dkL thev act ? 
What did Joseph tell his brethren just before he died? What 
favour did he ask of them ? What was done to his body after 
death? 



GUARDIAN ANGELS. 

Gently, gently fall sweet sleep 
O'er thine eyelids, soft and deep ; 
Gently as the breath of flowers 
In the bright noon's honeyed hours ; 
Gently as the dews of heaven 
On the wild rose at the even. 

Thou art pure, immortal one ; 
Oh ! be pure till life is done. 
We would take thee in thy bloom 
From the dim walls of the tomb : 
We would bear thee, blest and fair, 
Where thy home and kindred are. 

Pray, then — strive to enter in 
Through the cold world's woe and sin ; 
In each glad and gloomy hour. 
In thy weakness, in thy power, 
Pray — and we will pray for thee, 
Strive — and we will strengthen thee. 

Aye, on the land and on the seas. 

In the tempest and the breeze, 

I9 the solemn hush of night, 

In the loud mom's burst of light, 

Strive ! oh strive ! around, above thee. 

We will lead, and we will love thee. — Anon, 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

HOSES. 

HsB. zl. 23. — By failh Moses, when he was born, was hid three 

months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; 

and they were not afraid of the hki^s commandment. 
Matt. xi. 29. — Talce my yoke upon you, and learn qf me; for I 

am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your 

souls, 
1 John v. 6.*-^Ata is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus 
' Christ, 

The descendants of Jacob still lived in Egypt. They 
were called the children of Israel, or Israelites, because 
God had changed Jacob's name to Israel. 

They '^ increased and multiplied '' so fast, that '' the 
land was filled with them.'' 

Pharaoh the king of Egypt feared that in time of 
war they would join his enemies, fight against his people, 
and escape to another land. 
So he made up his mind to treat them as bondsmen. 
He made them build large treasure cities. He set 
over them hard task-masters, who made their work as 
hard as they could. 

Day after day, under a hot sun, and under the lash 
of their cruel masters, " their lives were made bitter " 
in making mortar and bricks, and in all kinds of work 
in the field. '^ But the more they afflicted them, the 
more they multiplied and grew." 

He gave orders for the midwives to kill every male 
child at its birth. But the women refused to obey such 
a hard command. 

He then ordered that every son that should be bom 
among the children of Israel should be cast into the 
River, Nile and drowned. 

Now, when everything seemed hard to the Israelites, 
Moses, their future deliverer, was bom. His mother, 
dreading to have her son drowned, hid him for three 
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months in lier bouae. When she could not liide Ilim 
from Pharaoh any longer, " she took for him an ark of 
bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and 'with pitoh (to 
keep the water out), and put the child therein ; and aks 
laid it in the flags hj the river's brink. And his sister 
Miriam stood a&r off, to wit what would be done to 
him. And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash 
herself at the river ; and her maidens walked along h; 
the river's side ; and when she saw the ark among the 
flags, she sent her maid to fetch it And wlien she had 
opened it, she saw the child : and, behold, the babe 
wept. And she had compassion on him, aud said, This 
IB one of the Hebrews' children. Then said his sister 
to Pharaoh's daughter, Shall I go and call to thee a 




nurse of the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the 
child for thee t And Pharaoh's daughter said to her. Go. 
And the maid went and called the child's motlier. 
And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her. Take this child 
away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy 
vages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it. 
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And tbe child grew, and she brought him unto Fharaoh's 
daughter, aad he became her son." 

Notes. — Mbee* me&aa " drawn ont of the water." The ouna 
of ibe fiither of Moses was Amrsm, the name of his mother Joch- 
ebed. Treamtre citiee. — Pharaoh bad maiij treasures or ricbea 
which he stOKd up. The housea in which these were kept were 
called treamro honsea, and the towns in which these treasnres 
were placed ware called treasure cities. JUidteivei are women who 
Attend, poor women when their babies are bom. Ark, a covered 
bent, ni«de of basket-work. The Siver Nile. — This is a very large 
river which rniia through Egypt. It overflows its banks every 
year, and waa considered sacred by the Egyptifms. Balriuk, a 
kind of reed whicb ia fonnd on the msraheB of the River Nile. 
It grow* to the height of twelve or fifteen feet. The Btalks could 
be beat and twisted, and so were of great nsa in making baebeta 
and boxes, and even boats of a small size. To tnil means to know 
or to find out. Con^assion is pity. Flag, a kind of water plant 
with flAt loavea, like sword-blades. 

QTJESTIONa. 
What is meant by descendants I From whom are we descended? 
Account for the mime Israelitas. What is said about the increaae 
of the Israelites in the land of Esypt J By what name were the 
kings of Egypt known? Did Pharaoh want the number of the 
Israelites to increase or decrease ? Why ? How did he treat 
them? What is a bondsman ? What are treasure cities? andwhat 
taskmasters? What was the work of these taskmasters! Did 
this cruel treatment diminish the number of the Israelites? What 
command did Pharaoh give to the midwivea ? bhew that they 
were better than he. What was Pharaoh's next command ? Give 
acme account of the Biver Nile. Who was now bom ? Whatwork 
had Ood in store for him ? How did be escape drowning ? Wbat 
are bnlrudies. Qive an account of Moses in tbe ark. Account for 
the name Uosea ? Who were tbe parents of Moses ? 
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CHAPTER XXIIl. 
MOSES {corUimied). 

Heb. xi. 24-26.— J^^ faith MoaeSf when he was come to years, 
refused to he eaUed the son of PharaoKs daughter ; clioosing 
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 
the plecuures of sin for a season ; esteeming tJie reproach if 
Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt, 

Heb. xi. 27. —By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of 
the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 

The child grew. The daughter of Pharaoh educated 
him " in all the learning of the Egyptians ; and he soon 
became famous for his learning and his wisdom, and 
was mighty in words and deeds.'' 

The cry of the Israelites came up to God. And Moses 
regarded them as his brethren, and refused to be called 
the son of Pharaoh's daughter. 

And it came to pass when Moses was grown, that he 
spied an Egyptian smiting an Hebrew, one of his 
brethren. Filled with anger, " he looked this way and 
that," and seeing no man, " he slew the Egyptian and 
hid him in the sand." 

The day after he saw two Hebrews quarrelling, and 
on trying to make peace between them, one of them 
said, ** Who made thee a prince and a judge over us 1 
intend est thou to kill me, as thou killedst the Egyptian 
yesterday ? " 

The king now sought his life. 

But Moses, seeing that his life was in danger, fled to 
Midian. Here he became shepherd to Jethro, the priest 
of Midian ; and for forty years led a life of peace and 
trust in God. And Moses married Zipporah the daughter 
of Jethro. The life that Moses led at Midian well fitted 
him for the great work he had afterwards to perform, 
and which God revealed to him at the 

Burning Bush. 

For Moses led his father-in-law's flock near to 
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Mount Horeb. Here the angel of the Lord appeared 
to Moses in a flame of fire out of the midst of a 
bush. "Moses looked, and, behold, the bush burned 
with fire, and the bush was not consumed." And from 
the midst of it Qod called unto him, and said to him, 

''Draw not nigh hither : put off thy shoes from 
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest is 
holy ground." — Exod. iii. 5. 

Filled with wonder, Moses hid his face, for he " dared 
not look upon God." 

And God made known to him — 
That He was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; 
That He had heard the cry of His people Israel ; 
That He would bring them up out of Egypt ; and 
That Moses should be their deliverer. 

NoTEa.'-'Ifehrews (from Sfber, grandson of Shem), another name 
for " Israelites/' or " Children of Israel : '' the language they 
spoke was called Hebrew. To smite is to strike wiui the fist, 
or hand, or weapon. A desert is a desolate or barren place; a 
Wilderness. Midiaru a country near the Bed Sea, supposed to 
have been peopled by the children of Midian, fourtn son of 
Abraham and Keturah. Midian was famous for its camels. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who had educated Moses? What education did he receive? 
How did Moses treat the Israelites ? Why did he refuse to be 
called the son of Pharaoh's daughter ? What may we learn from 
this ? What made Moses leave Egypt ? Why did Pharaoh seek 
to kill him ? Who were the Hebrews ? Where did Moses flee ? 
With whom did he make friends here? How long did he remain 
in Midian ? What was his work while at Midian ? For what did 
this life prepare him? Whom did he marry? How was the 
great work which Moses had to do made known to him? Tell me 
what took place at the Burning Bush. What lessons do we learn 
from this? 



GOD'S NAME. 

Hush ! little Christian child, 
Speak not that Holy Name, 

Not with a laughing lip, 
Not in thy playful game ; 
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For the Great God of all 

Heareth each word we say,— 

He will remember it 

In the great Judgment Day. 

Hush ! — ^for His hosts, unseen, 

Are watching over thee; 
His angels spread their wings 

Thy shelter kind to be. 
"Wilt thou, with words profieine, 

Hash, and undutiful. 
Scatter thine angel guards, 

Gloriqus and beautiful 1 

Honour God's Holy Name, 

Speak it with thought and care. 
Sing to it holy hymns, 

Breathe it in earnest prayer ; 
But not with sudden cry. 

In thy light joy or pain : 
" God will hold guilty all 

Who take His Name in vain." 

Hymnsfor Children, 



CHAPTER XXiy. 
MOSES (corUinv/ed), 

Filled with fear, Moses at first tried to excuse himself 
from so great a task. 

He said unto God, " Who am I, that I should go unto 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of Israel 
forth 1 " But God said, " I will be with thee." 

Then Moses asked, " What namM shall I give to the 
people if they ask who sent me ?** 

" I am that I am " (Exod. iii 14), 
was God's reply. 
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Then Moses said, '' What stffn shall I give that the 
Israelites may know that the God of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Jacob hath sent me V* 

The Lord then gave him two signs. 

First, He told Moses to cast his rod upon the ground, 
and it should change into a serpent. He then told him 
to seize the creature by the tail, and it was a rod again. 

Next, He told Moses to put his hand into his bosom, 
and on taking it out, it was white with leprosy. Then, 
on returning it to his bosom it was whole again. 

And God said that He would make Moses able to do 
these, and many more wonderful signs, before Pharaoh 
and the children of Israel, that they might believe that 
the Lord had sent him. 

Still Moses had another excuse. He said, ''I am slow 
of speech, and of a slow tongue." Then God said to 
Moses, " Who hath made man's mouth 9 or who maketh 
the dumb, or dea^ or the seeing, or the blind 1 have no^ 
I the Lord 1 Now therefore go, 

" And I will be with thy mouth, and teach theo 
what thou shalt say." — Exod. iv. 12. 

And God said that Aaron his brother might go with 
Moses to help him, and speak for him, and that Ho 
would teach them what they had to say and what they 
had to do. 

Notes. — / am that I ar/iy means Jehovah. Moseses rod, the long 
walking-stick used by men in the East, especially shepherds, or 
people when on a journey. Leprody, a very nasty disease of the skin. 

QUESTIONS. 

What was the great work which Moses had to do ? What effect 
had the thought of this upon him ? What was his excuse ? How 
did God answer Moses ? What did Moses then ask ? How did 
God answer? What was the next question? What were to be 
the signs ? What was the last excuse ? What is meant by '* slow 
of speech?" How was this difficulty met? What is meant by 
God saying, " I will be with thy mouth ? " Who was to go with 
Moses ? How did God encourage Moses and Aaron ? 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

MOSES {conHntied). 

Moses, with his brother Aaron as spokesman, went to 
Pharaoh to ask him to let the people go a day's journey 
into the wilderness to worship God. But their message 
made the king angry, and he now made the Israelites 
work even harder. No straw was given them for their 
bricks : they were to seek it for themselves, and yet they 
were to make just the same number of bricks. 

As words were of no use, Moses, with God's help, 
tried deeds. " Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh, 
and before his servants, and it became a serpent. Then 
Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers : 
now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner 
with their enchantments. For they cast down every 
man his rod, and they became serpents: but Aaron's 
rod swallowed up their rods. " 

When the children of Israel saw they were no better 
oflf, but rather worse, they sent their officers to Pharaoh 
to complain, saying, " Wherefore dealest thou thus with 
thy servants ? 

" There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they 
say to us, Make brick: and, behold, thy servants are 
beaten ; but the fault is in thine own people. 

" But he said. Ye are idle, ye are idle : therefore ye 
say. Let us go and do sacrifice to the Lord. 

" Go therefore now, and work ; for there shall no 
straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of 
bricks. 

"And the officers of the children of Israel did see 
that they were in evil case, after it was said, Ye shall 
not minish ought from your bricks of your daily task. 

" And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the 
way, as they came forth from Pharaoh : 

" And they said unto them, The Lord look upon you, 
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and judge ; because ye have made our isavour to be 
abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of 
his servants, to put a sword in their hand to slay us. 

*' And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, Lord, 
wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this people ? why 
is it that thou hast sent me ? 

" For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, 
he hath done evil to this people; neither hast thou 
delivered thy people at all. 

'' Then the Lord said unto Moses, Now shalt thou see 
what I will do to Pharaoh : for with a strong hand shall 
he let them go, and with a strong hand , shall he drive 
them out of his land." — Exod. v. 15-23. 

One morning, when Pharaoh went down to the river 
to bathe, Moses was waiting for him, and he ^tood on 
the bank of the river and said — 

" Thus saith the Lord, In this thou shalt know that I 
am the Lord : behold, I will smite with the rod that is 
in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, 
and they shall be turned to blood. 

'' And the fish that is in the river shall die, and the 
river shall stink ; and the Egyptians shall loathe to drink 
of the water of the river." — Exod. vii. 17, 18. 

So Moses stretched out his rod, and every drop of 
water in the river, and in the streams, and in the ponds, 
and cisterns and in all their pools, and in the vessels of 
wood and of stone in their bouses, all turned into blood, 
so that they could not drink it ; and that lasted seven 
days. But Pharaoh would not give way. 

Then Moses stretched out his rod again, and all the 
water In Egypt bred Arogs, and they came up all over 
the land and covered It ; they were in the king's palace 
and in every house : they filled all the rooms, the beds, 
the ovens, and the cisterns. Then Pharaoh sent for 
Moses and promised to let them go, If he would remove 
the nasty frogs : and the frogs all died that night ; and 
they piled them up in heaps, and the land stank. But 
when he had got rid of the frogs, Pharaoh would not 
keep his promise. 

Then Moses touched the dust of the earth with his 
rod, and every grain of dust in Egypt turned into lice ; 
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and they were upon both loan and beast, till even the 
magicUna said, "This ia the finger of Qod." Still 
Pharaoh was obatinate ; and Moaea brought up swarms 
of £ies that fXUd every house, and the fliea were on 
theii- food and turned it all bad. Then Pharaoh promised 
again to let them go a little way into the wildemesa. 

But aa soon aa the fiies were gone Pharaoh broke his 
word. 80 Moaea, by God's orders, brought a plague of 
murrain on the cattle, and of boils upon man and beast, 
so that a great many died. Then there (»ime terrific 
hail-storms, that killed all the cattle and the labourers 
in the field ; and the lightning burnt up all the crops. 




WOMBK AT THB MILL 

After this a awarm of locusts covered the ground, and 
ate up every blade of grass and every leaf of gi-een herb 

that there vas left. 
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alion-iljiG darkness, thought bf Home to 
na fhowor of fine sand. It could be fd%; no 
old bnm, and no one rose from hia place for 

iORN of Egypt Tore blaik by an angel 
' ■' B land over the hooBes of the 
rst-bom in the land of E^ypt died, 
) first-born of Pharaoh that eat npon his 
"^t^unto the liret-bom of the maid-servant that 
1 : and all the firat-bom of beasts. 
Fwoa a great cry throughout all the land of 
8 thero ^(~as none libe it, nor shall be like 

Vorer the Ten PLAauES : — 

D isro BuiOD. 6. Boils and Bi,Anra. 

7. Thuhdeb Ain> Hail, 

8. Locusts. 

9. Darkness. 
10. First-born Slaih, 

nitA — E^tian eUy will not rtiok toK«ther, nnleu 

J*!) mix^u;' withit The lale of brisks meanethe 

a to be mode cich day. The Egyptian* were idoUten. 

*- - d iilols auil aninutl*. The ten p1»gue« were aimed 

H their idiilaty. The serpent waa wonhipped hy 

r» of tlm Nile were i»c»d to them. Frogs uid 

•o worBhijiped aa goda The Egyptians were vary 

iraons^ and kenoe the plague of Uce mnat have 

Flitia Mere entaemed aa gods. The fliea viaited 

' ^j>['t, ^md muat thua have put to shame the 

^ ">. l''-v;<tiuis. LocnitB, and even the Eun and 

■ : ■il. .'rii-tererj or Jlfafficion*. — Theae were em- 

'I II. V I'retended to be very wiae, eapeeially 

^ .lo^kui;} miraclee, and foretellinK what WM to 

_ .tlmcnts aiB coqjurina tricks. 2finiaA means 

Karmiu, ia aome terrible oattle-plagua. Loeuiti, 

mfta. tike graaaliopiers. Some have winga and others 

'rtiey eat up everything that they can get at They 

Li'y ftJoA, of the learea of trees, oom, graas, and fruit. 

QUESTIONa 

i ILe brothers was chief spokesnian ? What effeot had 

-M niton Pharaoh? How did he still further punish 

Bl Give an account of the first miracle which was 

ra Phnraoh, What are wiae men? what sorcerers? 

^Kault of Pharaoh bardenins his heart? What are 

^ilftt iiUeuos ^ver9 sent upon the Egypliam ? 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

HOSES {continued). 

1 Cob. v. 7, 8. — Christ our PoMover is aaerifieed for us: therefore 
let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth. 

Four days before the last plague was sent, the Israelites 
were commanded to prepare for a feast of the Lord. 

On the tenth day of the month they were to take 
'^ every man a lamb^ or kid, according to his house : a 
male of the first year, without spot or blemish." 

The lamb was to be kept till the evening of the four- 
teenth day, when it was to be killed. Some of its blood 
was to be sprinkled on the two side posts and the upper 
door posts of the houses. 

The lamb, roasted with fire, whole, and not a bone 
broken, was to be eaten with bitter herbs and un- 
leavened bread. ISTothing of it was to remain until the 
morning. 

They were to eat of it, as if in great haste and pre<> 
pared for a journey, with their loins girded| their shoes 
on their feet, and staves in their hand. 

They were told that while eating this meal at mid* 
night the Lord would pose ih/rough the land of Egypt, to 
destroy the first-born both of man and beast ; but the 
first-bom of those who bad the blood sprinkled upon 
their bouses would be spared. 

" And it came to pass at midnight, while the Israelites 
were at their feast, the angel of the Lord went through 
the land of Egypt and smote all the first-bom." 

In the darkness of the night, Pharaoh and his people 
in great alarm called for Moses and Aarou, and urged 
them to go forth with the Israelites out of Egypt ; 'Uest," 
said they, "we be all dead men." 

Moses now directed his people to ask of the Egyptians 
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"jewels of silver and jewels of gold, and raiment." Tho 
Egyptians, to hasten the departure of the Israelites, 
gladly pressed upon them "such things as they required." 

Thus Moses and Aaron, and the Israelites (in all 
about 2,000,000 people), with their flocks and herds and 
goods left Egypt for the land promised to Abraham and 
his seed. 

Their journey proved a long one. And God led them 
by day with a pillar of a cloud, and by night with a pillar 
of fire. 

Notes.— For death of Moses, see chap, xxxi, p. 95. 

First-born means the first or eldest child. Unleavened hread is 
bread made without leaven or yeast. A blemish is a fault or de* 
feet. To he without blemish is to be faultless. The loina girded: — 
In those days people wore lon;;^ and flowing robes. These were 
confined around their loins with drdles. The tfirdle was often 
made of leather, but sometimes of doth or cord. When going on 
a journey they pulled up their long coats, till they hung on^ to 
their knees, or bound them tight round the waist with a girdle. 
Staves were long sticks to assist the people in walking. They 
also served as weapons. Shoes on their feet :-> Shoes were not worn 
in the house : they were only used when people were outwalking. 

The lamb was a type of Jesus^ Christ. He was without six)t 
or blemish, for He was without sin. Not a bone of the lamb was 
broken. And they brake not the legs of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

QUESTIONS. 

When were the Israelites commanded to prepare for the feast 
of the Lord ? Describe the lamb. Of whom does this lamb remind 
us ? What was to be done with some of the blood of the lamb ? 
Why was this ? How was the lamb to be eaten? What do you 
mean by their loins girded f their staves in their hand? What 
happened when the angel passed over Egypt? What was the 
result of this affliction r Why were the Egyptians glad to give 
them anything ? About how many Israelitesleft Egypt ? Where 
wei'e they going ? How were they to be guided ? 

I. F 
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CHAPTER XX VII. 

WANDERINGS OF THE ISRAELITES. 

Psalm xcv. 10. — Forty years long was I grieved with this genera- 
tion j and said. It is a people that do err in their heart, for 
they have not known my ways, . ' ^ 

Psalm cvi. 9. — He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was dried 
vp: so He led them through the depths as through the wilder- 
ness. .... 

Psalm cv. 40 -^ The people asked, and He brought quails, and satis- 
fied them with the bread of heaven. 

The children of Israel had dwelt in the land of Egyi)t 
two hundred and fifteen years. ' 

The nearest way to Canaan would have been but a 
few days' journey, but in going this way they would 
have met with terrible enemies. They therefore went 
by a longer road which took them nearly a year before 
they came to Canaan. 

On encamping near the Red Sea, 

They found that Pharaoh, with his chariots and horses, 
was coming after them. 

In great alarm the Israelites cried to Moses, who 
bade them not to fear, but to wait and " see the salva- 
tion of the Lord.'* 

Moses stretched his rod over the Red Sea; the angel 
of God, in the pillar of the cloud, stood behind them ; 
a strong east wind divided the Red Sea, and the Israel- 
ites passed over on- dry land.' After them' followed 
Pharaoh and his host; but while they were in the midst 
of the sea God caused the sea "to return to its strength;** 
and the Lord " overthrew the Egyptians in die midst 
of the sea." 

Then Moses and the children of Israel sang a noble 
song of praise and thanksgiving, while Miriam and all 
the women joined in with timbrels and dances. 

After this the Israelites came to Marah, 

Where they found a well of water so bitter as to be 
unfit for drink. 
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God commanded Moses to throw a branch of a tree 
into the water. And the bitter water became sweet. 
Then they marched on into the Wilderness op Sin, 

Where they murmured for want of food. 

God was very merciful to His people, and did not 
punish them for their murmuring. He sent them quails 
that evening, and the next moi*ning He rained down 
manna from heaven. 

Eephidim, where they again murmured for water. 

To satisfy them, God directed Moses to strike a rock 
at Horeb, a place about a day's journey from them. 
From this rock flowed water which ran in a stream to 
the encampment at Hephidim. 

"He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out: 
they ran in the dry places like a river^ For He remem- 
bered His holy promise, and Abraham His servant." 

Notes.— To murmur is to complain, or find fault. To encamp 
was to pitch their tents. Timbrel^ a musical instrument, sup- 
posed to have been like our tambourine. A skin is stretched 
over a rim like the end of a drum; around the rim are hung 
little bells, and the player strikes the skin with the knuckles of 
one hand, and shakes it with the other hand. It is used chiefly 
by women. Quails^ probably birds in appearance Uke part- 
ridges, jfl/anno, a small round thing, as small as the hoar-frost 
on the ground. It was like white seed, and the taste of it 
like ** wafers made with honey." It was probably ground in 
mills, or beaten in a mortar, then placed in pans in the shape 
of cakes and baked. God commanded that the people should 
gather of the manna every morning enough for that day. But on 
the sixth day they were to rather a double quantity, to be a 
supply for the seventh. And that which was gathered on the 
sixth day was good and sweet upon the seventh ; but if on any 
other day more than enough was gathered and kept, it became 
putrid and bred worms. 

QUESTIONS. 

How long did the Israelites dwell in BScypt ? Why did they 
not take the shortest way to Canaan? What is it to encamp? 
What happened at the Red Sea? How did the Israelites shew 
their thankfulness to God for saving them from Pharaoh and his 
hosts? To what place did the Israelites come after leaving the 
Red Sea ? How were they di8aT)pointed at Marah ? How was 
the bitter water made sweet? What happened in the wilderness 
of Sin ? How were the Israelites here supplied with food? What 
are quails ? Describe manna. How were the Israelites supplied 
with water at Rephidim? : 
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WHITSUNDAY. 

Acts u, 2-4. — And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind^ and it filled all tJie house where they 
were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues 
like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were 
all filled unth the Holy QhosU 

"When God of old came down from Heaven, 

In power and wrath He came ; 
Before His feet the clouds were riven, 

Half darkness and half flame : 

Around the trembling mountain's base 

The prostrate people lay, 
Convinced of sin, but not of grace ; 

It was a dreadful dav. 

But when He came the second time, 

He came in power and love. 
Softer than gale at morning prime 

Hovered His holy Dove. 

tf he. fires, that rushed on Sinai down 

In sudden torrents dread, 
Now gently light, a glorious crown. 

On every sainted head. 

tiike arrows went those lightnings forth 

Winged with the sinner's doom, 
But these> like tongues, o'er all the earth 

Proclaiming life to come : 

And as on Israel's awe- struck ear 

The voice exceeding loud. 
The trump, that angels quake to hear. 

Thrilled from the deep dark cloud, 

So, when the Spirit of our God 

Came down His flock to find, 
A voice from Heaven was heard abroad, 

A rushing, mighty wind. 
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Nor doth the outward ear alone 

At that high warning start; 
Conscience gives back the appalling tone ; 

'Tis echoed in the heart, 

It fills the Church of God ; it fills 

The sinful world around; 
Only in stubborn hearts and wills 

!No place for it is found. 

To other strains our souls are set : 

A giddy whirl of sin 
Fills ear and brain, and will not let 

Heaven's harmionies come in. 

Come, Lord, come Wisdom, Love, and Power, 

Open our ears to hear; 
Let us not miss the accepted hour : 

Save, Lord, by Love or Fear. 

Kebk'8 Christian Year^ 



CHAPTER XXVm, 

WANDERINGS OF THE ISRAELITES {cOfltiniieci), 

At Rephidim also they were attacked by enemies 
(Amalekites). But Qod allowed His people to defeat 
them. 

Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of a 
hill in sight of all the Israelites, and so long as the 
hands of Moses were held up in prayer for God's help, 
BO long only they defeated their enemy. When, how- 
ever, the hands of the aged man grew weary and fell, 
the enemy had the advantage. At length Aaron and 
Hur supported Moses' arms, and hei^ce t]ie Amalekites 
were defeated, 
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The Israelites journeyed onwards until they reached 
Sinai, where Moses received the Ten Commandmonts. 

He was called by God to the top of Mount Sinai ; 
but he was soon sent back to caution the people against 
coining top near the mountain, for they had been warned 
not to touch it on pain of death. Moses returned 
to the mountain, and the Lord spake the Ten Com- 
mandments to all the host. The people were so alarmed 
at the voice of God speaking to them that they prayed 
God not to speak to them any more, but deliver His 
will to then^ through Moses. To this God consented. 
And Moses for forty days and forty nights remained in 
the presence of God, receiving further commands. 

While their leader was thus with God the Israelites 
fell into great sin. 

Thinking Moses would not return to them, they 
called upon Aaron to make them gods. Aaron listened 
to them, and made them a molten calf, and the people 
danced and sang before it. 

Bub their sin had not escaped the eye of God. At 
the end of forty days, when Moses came down from 
the mount, he saw the golden calf, and the people 
near it feasting. 

The man of God drew near to his faithless people; 
and, being filled with anger, he ran forward, forgot 
what he had in his hands, and threw down the two 
tables of stone, upon which was the law "written by the 
finger of God." 

And Moses said, "Who is on the Lord's side? let 
him come unto me." Then all the tribe of Levi gathered 
themselves together unto Moses. Moses then com- 
manded the children of Levi to kill all those who had 
thus broken God's commandment and worshipped the 
golden calf. About three thousand men were slain. 

So the tribe of Levi were set to take care of God's 
service for ever ; but God punished Aaron by forbidding 
him to go into the promised land. 

And Moses " took the calf which the people had 
made, and burnt it in the fire, and ground it to powder, 
and strawed it upon the water, and made the children 
of Israel drink of it." 
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Mosea again ascended the mount, tabuig with liim 
two other tables of stone lite the first. He now received 
many laws from the Almighty, and at His dictation 
Moses wrote the Ten Commandments oa lJi« new 




Moses prayed for God to forgive the Bins of the 
people for having sinned. : God, in His great mercy 
forgave them ; but He said, " In the day when I visit, 
I will visit their sin upon thera." — Ezod. xxs.iL 34. 

God also promised, when Moses begged Him, to lead 
them in the way, . . 

"My presence shall go with thee, and I will give 
thee rest." — Exod. 'xxxiii. 14. 

Notes. — A taolten image ia one made of gold or silver, or any 
otber metal welitd, and moulded into a uiape. Hur was the 
Bon of Caleb, and was one of the chief men of the Israelites, 
Amalehitet, a very powetful people, who teem to have lived by 
plunder. They are called " toe lirst of all the nations" Strawed 
neaua sprinkled. 



83 OhJ> tESTAHENT HISTORY. 



QUESTIONS. 



■^. 



How were the Anudekites defeated? Where were the Ten 
Commandments eiven to Moses and his people? Why did Moses 
caution the people about touching the mountain? How did the 
Israelites sin when their leader was on Mount Sinai? How were 
they punished? Who remained fftithfnl to Grodt How were they 
rewarded! 



Jesu, gentlest Saviour! 

God of might and power! 
Thou Thyself art dwelling 

In us at this hour. 

Pray the prayer within us, 
That to Heaven shall rise, 

Sing the song that angels 
Sing above the skies. 

Jesu, gentlest Saviour, 

Thou art in us now : 
Fill us with thy goodness 

Till our hearts overflow. 

Multiply our graces, 
Chiefly love and fear, 

And, dear Lord, the chiefest, 
Grace to persevere. 

Oh, how can we thank Thoo 

For a gift like this. 
Gift that truly maketh 

Heaven's eternal bliss. 

Ah ! when wilt Thou always 
Make our hearts Thy homel 

"We must wait for Heaven, 
Then the day shall Qome, 
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CHAPTER XXIX, 

WANPEBINGS OF THE ISBAEUTES {continued), 

F94.I.M ^cv. 11. — Unto whom I sware in my wrath that they should 

not enter into my rest. 

At Tabebah 

The Israelites murmured on account of the fatigues of 
their long journey. As a punishment for their sin God 
sent fire from heaven, which destroyed great numbers 
of the people. 

At another place they loathed the manna which God 
sent them, and lusted for flesh meat. God, by a strong 
wind, sent them quails in abundance. But, to punish 
them, He smote them with a plague, " which slew the 
mightiest of them.'* 

When the Israelites arrived at the Wildebness op 
Paban, 

They were on the very borders of the Promised Land. 
Moses, at the command of God, sent forth twelve mer, 
heads of the children of Israel, to go and. search or spy 
the land of Canaan. 

He commanded these spies to '^ see the land, and the 
people that dwelt therein, whether they were strong or 
weak, few or many, and whether the land was good or 
bad, and what the cities were like. These and other 
things they were to search out." 

The spies did as Moses commanded them. And they 
returned bringing with them pomegranates, figs, and a 
bunch of grapes so large that it had to be carried on a 
staff between two men. 

All saw the land was fruitful and "flowed with milk 
and honey;" but ten of the twelve spoke strongly of the 
dangers that the Israelites would have to encounter in 
it. They said, " It is a land that eateth up the inhabi- 
tants thereof, and all the people we saw in it are men 
of a great stature, and tjjer^ "vre saw the giants the sou^ 
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of Auak : and tre were ia our own sight as graBshoppera, 
and ao we were in their Bight." 

The people now refused to march into the Promised 




RKTUBN or TBI SFIES FBOH CANAAN. 

Land, and still further murmured against Moses and 
against God. 

But the other two said to all the people, " Rebel not 
yo against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the 
land ; for they are bread for us ; their defence ia de- 
parted from them, and the Lord ia with ua : fear tliem 
not. But all the congregation bade stone them with 
stones. And the glory of the Lord appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of 
Israel."— Num. xiv. 9, 10. 

Now came their punishment. The hope of the 
Promised Land had been lost by sin. God said that 
He would smite the children of Israel with a pestilence, 
and destroy them all, and disinherit them, and make of 
the children of Moses a greater nation to be His people. 



OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY. 91 

Then Moses prayed that God would yet forgive their 
sin, and begged the Lord not to destroy them. 

God again listened to the in-ter-ces-sion of His servant. 
He said that He would not destroy the whole people, but 
that none of those men who had now rebelled against 
Him should see the land which had been promised to 
Abraham and his seed. 

* All, except Jobhua and Caleb, the two faithful spies, 
were to die without seeing Canaan. 

The Lord now commanded that the children of Israel 
should turn back from the Promised Land, and go back 
into the wilderness, there to wander, until all who were 
then twenty years old and upw&rds should have died, 
except only Joshua and Caleb. 

Notes. —To loathe is to dislike greatly ; to hate or feel disgust 
at. To lust is to desire eagerly. PomegrancUe, a fruit of the size of 
an orange, flattened at the ends like an apple. It is of a beautiful 
red colour, and is ver^ agreeable to the taste. Inhabitants, 
those who dwell or live in a place. Stature means size or heieht. 
Sons of Anak,— Anak had three sons who were giants, and their 
children were also remarkable for their great stature and fierceness. 
The Pestilence was a very grievous sickness which caused men to 
die quickly. To disinherit means to take away from a person that 
property which belongs to him by right of his birth. Intercession 
18 tae prayer of one perslbn for another, to beg him off, as it were. 

QUESTIONS. ' 

How were the Israelites punished for murmuring at Taberah ? 
And how when they loathed the manna? What is meant by 
** they lusted " for flesh ? How many spies were appointed ? For 
what purpose ? In what did the spies agree ? How did they dis- 
agree ? How many brought back a faithful report ? How were 
the faithless people punished? How were the faithful rewarded ? 
For how long had the Israelites to wander about in the wilderness? 



INTERCESSION. 

Father of love, who didst not spare 

For us thine only Son, 
Oh, look on Hira, and hear the prayer 

Of thy poor suppliant one. 
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Behold His pierced hands and feet, 
Pleading for us e'en now ; 

Behold that wounded heart, so sweet, 
Behold His thorn-crowned brow. 

Oh, look on Him, and let the cry 
Of this our Brother's blood, 

Who guiltless for our guilt did die, 
Ascend to thee our God. 

Father of mercies, I draw near 

In thy beloved Son, 
Oh, look on Him, and hear the prayer 

Of thy poor suppli^i^t oi^e, 



•tv 



CHAPTER XXX. ' 

WANDERINGS OF THE ISRAELITES (conHntied). 

FsALH cvi 32, Z3,-'They angered him also at ^ waters of strife, so 
that it went ill with Moses for their sokes : because they pro^ 
voked his spirU, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips. 

The Israelites often sinned against God, but He as often 
forgave them. He still dwelt among them, and He still 
fed them day by day with " bread from heaven." 

Moses was God's ruler of the Israelites, and Aaron 
was His priest, who offered sacrifice for them. 

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, rebelled against Moses 
and Aaron. Korah and two hundred and fifty Levites 
murmured because they were not allowed to offer incense 
to God, as Aaron did. 

Dathan and Abiram said that Moses had no right to 
rule over them. In rebelling against Moses and Aaron, 
these people rebelled against God. 

" And the earth opei^ed her moi^th an4 ^wallowed up 
these men. And they weftt dpwn i|,live ij^tq the pit, 
fwd the earth clps^4 iipoj; thPTn. And there ps^iQe put 
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a fire from the Lord, and consumed the two hundred 
and fifty men which offered incense." — Num. xvL 

The children of Israel at last came to Kadesh, 

Where Miriam died, and where Moses again brought 
forth water out of a rock. Moses said, 

" Hear now, ye rebels, must we fetch you water out 
of this rock ? And he lifted up his hand, and with his 
rod he rniote the rock twice : and the water .came out 
abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their 
beasts also." 

In this Moses sinned. He smote the rock instead of 
speaking only, as God had commanded. And when he 
said, " Must we fetch you water out of this rock 1 " he 
was not careful to give the honour to God, who alone 
could cause water to flow from the " hard rock." 

God punished Moses and Aaron (for Aaron also had 
sinned with Moses, besides his sin of making the golden 
calf) for their sin with a heavy punishment. 

" Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the 
eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not 
bring this congregation into the land which I have 
given them." — jNum. xx. 

KoTES. — Incen6e,B, kind of gum, which smells sweetly when it 
Is btttnt. To eanctify is to make holy, or to set apart for the service 
of God. A congregation is a number of persons who have met 
together in one place. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who was God's hich pric»t? How did Korah rebel against 
Moses and Aaron? Who sinned with him? How did Dathan 
and Abiram sin? What happened to the rebellious people ? Who 
was Miriam? How did Moses and Aaron sin? How did God 
punish them ? 



PRAYER. 

Wake, little child, the morn is gay. 

The air is fresh and cool ; 
But pause awhile, and kneel to pray. 
Before you go to work or play, 
, Before you go to school. 
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Kneel down and speak in lowly words; 

God loves your simple prayer 
Above the sweet songs of the birds, 
The lowing of the gentle herds, 

The flowers that scent the air. 

And when the quiet evenings come, * 

And dew drops wet the sod, 
When flocks and herds are driven home, . 
And evil spirits fain would roam, 

Then kneel again to God. 

Because you need Him day and night, 

. To shield you with His arm, 
To help you always to do right, 
To feed your soul and give it light, 
And keep you safe from harm. 

Hymns for Children, 



CHAPTER XXXI. 

WANDERINGS OF THE ISRAELITES (conJtitlued). 

John iii. 14. — And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder* 
nesSf even so must the Son of man he Ufted up ; that whoso- 
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting 
Ufe, 

Ox Mount Hor Aaron died, and Eleazar his son became 
high priest. And ever afterwards the high priest was 
to be one of the family of Aaron. 

" And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was 
dead, they mourned for him thirty days." 

When the Israelites were near Edom, 

They murmured because their journey was so long, 
and they had grown tired of manna. 

As a punishment, God sent fiery serpents which bit 
the people; "and much people of Israel died." The 
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Israelites in their distress asked Moses to pray that 
God would take away the serpents from them. " And 
Moses prayed for the people." 

" And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery 
serpent, and set it upon a pole; and it shall come to 
pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon 
it shall live. And Moses made a serpent of brass, and 
put it upon a pole, and it came to pass that if a serpent 
had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of 
brass, he lived." — Num. xxi. 8, 9. 
When the Israelites were in the Plains op Moab, 
Balak, the king of Moab, sent for Balaam, a prophet 
of Aram, to curse the Israelites. But God said to Balaam, 
" Thou shalt not curse the people, for they are blessed." 
So Balaam, instead of cursing, blessed the Israelites. 
He also foretold 

"There shall. come a Star out of Jacob, and a 
Sceptre shall rise out of Israel." — Num. xxiv. 17. 

N,B, — Bead Num. xxii., xxiii., xxiv. 

On Mount Nebo 

Moses died, being one hundred and ten years old. 
Just before he died he appointed Joshua his successor. 

** And the children of Israel mourned for Moses thirty 
days; and there arose not a prophet since in Israel like 
unto Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face." 

Notes.— The fiery serpents would remind the Israelites of the 
old serpent) which brought sin and death into the world. The 
healing the afflicted by looking with the eye of faith at the brazen 
serpent upon the pole represents our looking by faith to our 
Saviour, who was lifted up on the cross to draw all men unto 
Him. 

QUESTIONS. 

How were the Israelites punished at Edom? What is a serpent? 
What did the people ask Moses to do ? What was the result of 
his prayers? Of what does the serpent lifted up in the wilderness 
remind us? Where did Aaron die? Who was his successor?. 
What privilege belonged to the family of Aaron? ■ Give an account 
of Balak and Balaam. Where did Moses die? Why was he not 
allowed to lead the Israelites into the Promised Laud? Who was 
his successor ? What is said of him as a prophet? 
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CHAPTER XXXIT. 

THE CXREUONIAL LAT. 



When they were in the wilJernesg, the Israelites were 
commanded by God to make for Him a tabernacle, or 
holy bouse for God's service. ' In this tabernacle they 

1L '^ ''L, 




S CANDLESTICK 

were to worship Him And it was also to fee a sign of 
the presence of the Lord among the children of Israel 
The tabema«le was made of the most costly materials. 
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Supplied by the iBraelites themselveB. Tlie covering con- 
sisted of four curtains : — oae of fine linen, one of goat's 
hair, the third of I'am's ekina dyed red, and the fourth of 

badger's skins. It was divided into two parts by a rich 
owrtain, the larger part being called the Sanctuary, or 
Holy Place; the smaller, the Holy of Holies. 

The Holy Place contained, — 

The Table of S/iewbread, on which twelve loaves of 
unleavened bread were kept. These were offered to 
Qod, one for each tribe, and changed every Sabbath. 

The Altar of Incense, on which every morning and 
evening a sweet-smelling porfume, called incense, was 
burnt to veiirescnl lln- ]■: ~'\'- ■ ■|'.'. 




The Golden CandUalick, which had seven lights, six 
branching out from the stem, and one on the top of 
the stem. These lights were dressed with pure oil 
evety raoming and evening. The oil was given by the 
people, as an offering to God. 

In the Holy of Holies was 

The Ark This contained the Two Tables of Stone, 
Aaron's Hod which budded (to shew that he was the 
chosen priest), and a golden pot containing manna. 
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The lid of the ark, called the Mercy Seat, was of pure 
gold, and on it were chembims of gold. The cherubim 
had their faces towards each other, and their wings 
were stretched out so as to cover the Mercy Seat. 
Between them was a wonderful light — a sign of God's 
presence in this Holy Place. 

The religious services were conducted by priests of 
the family of Aaron, assisted by the Levites — those 
who remained faithfdl to God at the time that the 
molten calf was made near Sinai. 

The cliief Feasts to be observed were — The Passover, 
the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of Tabernacles, the Feast 
of Trumpets, and the Feast of Atonement. 

The chief Saqripices were — The Daily Sacrifices, the 
Weekly Sacrifice, and the Monthly Sacrifice. 

The times for Best were — The Sabbath, every seventh 
day; the Sabbatical year, every seventh yemr; the year 
of Jubilee, every fiftieth year, 

NoTE.-^The tahernacle was a laree tent. A sanctuary is a 
place which is sanctified or made holy; a church. The ark was 
a large wooden box. The Holy of Holies was to represent 
Heaven, ''Gk>d's dwelling-place." 

QUESTIONS. 

What is a tabernacle? Why was the tabernacle built? Of 
what was it a sign ? Describe the tabernacle. Into how many 
parts was it divided? How were they named? What did the 
Holy Place contain ? What do you know about the shewbread ? 
What is incense ? Where was it burnt ? What was placed in the 
Holy of Holies ? What did the ark contain? What was on the 
lid of the ark ? Name some of the feasts which were kept b>[ the 
Israelites. What were the chief sacrifices ? What the chief times 
for rest ? 



PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

Little children must be quiet 

When to God*s own House they go, 

They must sit with serious faces. 
Must not play or whisper low. 
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GROUND PLAN OF TABERNACLE, 
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For that House is God's own temple, 
"WKere men go for praise and prayer, 

And the great God will not love them 
Who forget His presence there. 

They were little Jewish children 

Who within the temple cried, 
" Honour to the Son of David," 

Standing at our Saviour's side. 

How much more should Christian children 
Know His name and praise Him too, 

Who of His own church are members, 
Sons of God, and bom anew. 

They must walk in reverent order. 
Stand for praise, and kneel for prayer; 

For the church is God's own temple. 
And His presence dwelleth there. 

Hymns for Little Children, 
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CHAPTER XXXIIL 

THE POLITICAL LAW. 



Elders. 



The care and management of so many people in the 
wilderness became too great for Moses alone. So 
seventy elders were appointed to assist him, as magis- 
trates. ''And Moses chose able men out of all Israel, 
and made them heads over the people, rulers of thou- 
sands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of 
tens. 

"And they judged the people at all seasons : the hard 
causes they brought unto Moses, but every small matter 
they judged themselves." 

Punishments. 

God also allotted certain punishments for certain sins. 
For example — 

For Murder, — "He that smiteth a man, so that he 
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die, shall be surely put to death. And if a man lie not 
in wait, but God deliver him into his hand ; then I will 
appoinb thee a place whither he shall flee. But if a man 
come pre-sump-tu-ous-ly upon his neighbour, to slay him 
with guile ; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he 
may die." — Exod. xxi 12-14. 

For Theft. — " If a man shall steal an ox, or a sheep, 
and kill it, or sell it ; he shall restore five oxen for an 
ox, and four sheep for a sheep. If a thief be found 
breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no 
blood be shed for him. If the sun be risen upon him, 
there shall be blood shed for him ; for he should make 
full restitution : if he have nothing, then he shall be 
sold for his theft. If the theft be certainly found in his 
hand alive, whether it be ox, or ass, or sheep, he shall 
restore double." — Exod. xxii. 1-4. 

For Sabbath Breakiiig. — " Ye shall keep the sabbath 
therefore ; for it is holy unto you. Every one that de- 
fileth it shall surely be put to death : for whosoever 
doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from 
among his people. Six days may work be done ; but 
in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord : 
whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath-day, he shall 
surely be put to death." — Exod. xxxi. 14, 15. 

Cities op Eefuge. 

Six cities of refuge were appointed to which any one 
who had killed another by accident might flee. Here 
the kinsman of the deceased could not harm the unfor- 
tunate shedder of blood. 

These cities were easy to reach ; the roads to them 
were kept in good repair, and all cross-roads had a sign- 
post to direct the fugitive, on which was written the 
word "Refuge," so large "that they who ran might 
read." 

Notes. — There were three cities of refuge on each side of the 
Elver Jordan : — 

On the East Side. On the West Side, 
Bezer, Kedesh, 

Golan, Shechem, 

Kamoth-Gilead. Hebron. 



103 0U> TESTAMENT BISTORT. , 

QUESTIONS. 

Who assiflted Moses in mana^g the Israelites ? Why were 
the cities of relnge appointed ? Name them. 



MORNING HYMN. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 

all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like onto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 

thyselt Matthew xzii 37-39. 

Again, Lord, I ope mine eyes, 

Thy glorious light to see. 
And share the gifts so largely lent 

To thankless man by Thee. 

And why has God o*er me this night 

The watch so kindly kept ? 
And why have I so safely waked. 

And why eo sweetly slept 1 

And wherefore do I live and breathe ? 

And wherefore have I still 
The mind to know, the sense to choose, 

The strength to do Thy will ? 

Is it to waste another day 

In folly, sin, and shame ? 
To give to these my heart and hand, 

And spurn my Maker's claim ) 

Is it for honour, wealth, or power. 
My heaven-bom soul to sell 1 

Is it to grasp at pleasure's flowers 
Upon the brink of hell ? 

Is it to grow unto the world 

As glides the world from me : 

Be one day nearer to the grave, 

And farther, Lord, from Thee ? 
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No ! thus too many days I 've spent ; 

To Thee, then, this be given ; 
Teach what I owe to man below, 

And to Thyself in Heaven. 

Oh, bring me to my Saviour's cross 

For mercy for the past : 
And make me live the coming day 

As if it were my last ! 

"So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom."— Psal. xc. 12. 

The Child! 8 Christian Tear, 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

JOSHUA. 

Heb. zi. 31. — By faith Rahab perished not with them that heUeved 
not, when she Juid received the spies wUh peace, 

Joshua (Saviour) was the son of Nun. We first hear 
of him when the Israelites had encamped at Bephidim. 
There Joshua, with a select body of men, was chosen by 
Moses to go forward to meet the enemy, against whom 
he was very successful. 

He went up the mountain with Moses when the two 
tables of the Law were written, and on coming down 
from Mount Sinai, Joshua heard the shouting of the 
Israelites, who were worshipping the molten calf, and he 
thought it was the cry of battle. 

He seems to have had the charge of the Tabernacle, 
and he dwelt either in or near it. He was one of the 
faithful spies who searched out the land of Caanan. 

On the death of Moses Joshua was appointed leader 
of the Israelites; God saying to him — 
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" As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee ; I 
will not &iil thee nor forsake thee." — Josh, i 5. 

Joshua now entered upon his great vork. He led the 
Israelites to tlie Kiver Jordan, which God said should 

be crossed in three days. 

The first city to be taken was Jericho, a fenced city, 
enclosed by strong walla. 




To find out the real strength of this place, Joshua 
flent two spies. They were, however, discovered by the 
King of Jericho, and probably would have been seized 
had it not been for Bahab, a woman who kept an imtf 
and who hid them on the roof of her bouse. 

The apiea returned to Joshua, who now set about 
Chossino the Jordan, which at this time of the year 
overflowed its banks, and was about three quaiters of a 
mile wide. ' 
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The priests, carrying the Ark of God, led the way, and 
were followed by the people at about the distance of a 
thousand yards. As soon as the feet of the priests 
touched the water, the Jordan above rose up on a heap, 
while the lower part flowed on and left a dry passage 
for the people to pass over, right away down to the 
Dead Sea. The priests stood in the middle of the river, 
till all had gone over, when they also crossed. And 
directly the feet of the priests touched the shore, the 
water, which had been kept back, now flowed on as 
usual. 

Joshua and his people came to 

Gilgal, in the plains of Jericho, where those Israelites, 
who had been bom in the wilderness, were circumcised, 
and the supply of manna ceased, and where the Feast 
of the Passover, which had been neglected, was kept. 

Notes. — Jericho was situated about two miles from the River 
Jordan. It has been called the city of palm trees. It was next 
in size to Jerusalem, and being a fenced city, it had a large wall 
around it. 

QUESTIONS. ' 

Who was the father of Joshua ? On what occasion do we first 
read of Joshua ? What is recorded of him when coming down 
Mount Sinai? Of what had he the care or keeping ? What else 
do we read of Joshua ? How did God encourage him on entering 
upon his great work? IIow did Joshua find out the strength <3 
Jericho? What happened to the spies? Give some account of 
the Hiver Jordan. How did the Israelites a^OBs it? What took 
place at Gilgal ? 



CHAPTER XXXV. 

JOSHUA {continued). )< 

Heb. zL 30.Sy faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they 

were compassed about seven days. 

Jebicho was now attacked. And it was taken in a 
mi-racu-lous manner. 
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God said tliat Joshua should go round about the city 
with the men* of war, and with the Ark of God, and seven 
priests bearing trumpets, for six days. And on the 
seventh day they were to go round the city seven times, 
and then the priests were to blow a long blast with their 
horns, and all the people were to shout with a great 
shout, and the Lord said that the walls of the city 
should then fall down flat, and the Israelites should 
take possession of the city. 

''And it came to pass; when the people heard the 
sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a 
great shout, that the wall fell down flat, so that the 
people went up into the city, every man straight before 
him; and they took the city." 

But Bahab and her family were saved. 

Joshua next sent spies to Ai. They said that a small 
body of men could take the place. Three thousand men 
were therefore sent, but they were put to flight. 

This greatly discouraged the Israelites; and Joshua 
and the elders, with dust upon their heads, lay till 
eventide upon the ground before the Ark of God. 

The "Captain of the Lord's Host" (an angel) after- 
wards informed Joshua that the cause of the defeat was 
that some one had taken of the spoil of Jericho, and 
that God would leave His people until the offender was 
discovered and punished. 

Lots were cast to And out the thief; and the lot fell 
upon Achan, who had taken a garment, besides some 
silver and gold; so, by God's order, he was stoned to death. 

Ai was now taken. Five thousand men hid them- 
selves on one side of it, while a larger number advanced 
towards it in another direction. 

The men of Ai made a sally upon the larger number, 
who pretended to be afraid, and who drew back in order 
to let their companions, who were lying in wait, rush 
forward to take the city and burn it to the ground. 

Attacked before and behind, the men of Ai were utterly 
defeated. 

After this victory Joshua took all the people up to 
Sliechem (where Abraham built his first altar), as Moses 
had commanded him, and raised an altar of unhewn 
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stones unto the Lord on Mount Ebal, and wrote upon it 
a copy of the Law of Moses. 

NoTJCS. — Miraculous means very wonderful ; beyond the power 
of man. To eompaas the city was to go round it. They cast lots : — 
We do not know how this was done. Some people think that the 
stones, or marks for casting lots, were thrown together into the 
lap or fold of a garment, or into an urn or vase, and that the per- 
son holding them shook them violently, in order that there should 
be a "shaking in all directions" of the whole contents, until one 
stone jumpecfout. The men of Ai made a sally ^ means that they 
made a sudden rush upon their enemies. Unheurn stones are 
stones in a rough state, not cut or shaped. 

QUESTIONS. 

Give some account of Jericho. How was it taken ? How was 
Eahab rewarded ? How did Joshua find out the strength of Ai ? 
What report did the spies biing back ? What happened to the 
men sent to take Ai? How did this affect the Israelites? How 
did Joshua and the elders act ? What was the cause of the 3000 
Israelites beiujg defeated ? Who informed Joshua of this ? How 
bad Achan sinned? How was he punished? By what means 
was Ai taken ? What was done by Joshua after this victory? 



" I believe in the Holy Ghost" 

I KNEW a little sickly child; 

The long long summer's day, 
When all the world was green and bright. 

Alone in bed he lay. 
There used to come a little dove 

Before his window small, 
And sing to him with her sweet voice, 

Out of the fir-tree tall. 

And when the sick child better grew, 

And he could crawl along, 
Close to that window he would creep, 

And listen to her song; 
And he was gentle in his speech, 

And quiet at his play : 
He would not for the world have made 

That sweet bird fly away. 
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There is a Holy Dove that sings 

To every Christian child. 
That whispers to his little heart 

A song as sweet and mild. 
It is the Holy Spirit of God, 

That speaks his soul within, 
That leads him on to all things good, 

And holds him back from sin. 

And he must hear that still small Voice, 

Nor tempt it to depart, — 
The Spirit great and wonderful. 

That whispers to his heart; 
He must be pure, and good, and true, 
. Must strive, and watch, and pray, 
For unresisted sin at last 

Will drive that Dove away. 

Hymns for Little Children. 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 

JOSHUA (continued). 

The people of Gibeon, alarmed at the successes of the 
Israelites, would not join their neighbours in an attack 
upon Joshua, but determined upon making friends with 
him. To deceive him they pretended that they lived a 
long way off, beyond Canaan ; and they came to him with 
''old sacks upon their asses, and wine bottles old, and 
rent, and bound up, and old shoes and clouted upon 
their feet, and old garments upon them; and all the 
bread of their provisions was dry and mouldy." 

Joshua promised to let them live ; but on finding out 
what they really were, he punished them by making them 
" hewers of wood and drawers of water for the congre- 
gation, and for the altar of the Lord." 

The King of Jerusalem, assisted by foiir other kings, 
now attacked Gibeon. The Gibeonites applied to Joshua 
for help, and the Isrftelites made a sudden attack upon 
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the allied kings. The Lord also rained hailstones from 
heaven upon them, and killed many. Night coming 
on, the 8un and the moon stood atUl till the Israelites 
overcame their enemies and took them prisoners. 

The five kings, who had hid themselves in a cave, were 
dragged forth and hanged upon five trees. 

Thus victory followed victory, and Joshua in time 
conquered all the hill country of Canaan. "With Eleazar, 
the high priest, and the princes of the twelve tribes, he 
divided the land by lot among the Israelites. 

But certain parts of the country were allowed by God 
to remain unconquered, to prove the Israelites, whether 
they would hearken to the commandments of the Lord, 
which he commanded their fathers by the hand of 
Moses. 

Joshua, now old in years, and having finished his 
great work, called together the chief men of Israel to 
^hechem, and spoke to them of the past mercies of the 
Almighty, and called upon them "to serve the Lord." 
Then dismissing them, he shortly after died, at the age 
of one hundred and ten. 

QUESTIONS. 

How did the Gibeonites act ? How did Joshua punish them ? 
Who attacked Gibeon? Where did the Gibeonites seek for help? 
How were the enemies defeated ? What became of the five kings? 
By what means was the land of Canaan divided ? Who assisted 
Joshua to divide it ? Why was some of the land left unconquered ? 
What was Joshua's last work before he died ? What had been 
his great work ? Who is our Joshua ? From what does He lead 
us ? To what ? What enemies have we to fight against ? 



EVENING HYMN. 

On the dark hill's western side 
The last purple gleam has died, 
Twilight to one dreary hue 
Changes all, both green and blue. 

In the fold and in the nest, 
Birds and lambs are gone to rest; 
Labour's weary task is o'er. 
Closely shut the cottage door. 
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Saviour, ere in sweet repose 

I my weary eyelids close, 

While my mother through the gloom 

Singeth from the outer room ; 

While across the curtain white, 
With a dim uncertain light, 
On the floor the faint stars shine. 
Let my latest thought be Thine. 

'Twas a starry night of old, 
When rejoicing Angels told 
The poor shepherds of Thy birth, 
God become a. Child on earth. 

Soft and quiet is the bed. 
Where I lay my little head ; 
Thou hadst but a manger bare, 
Rugged straw for pillow fair. 

Saviour, 'twas to win me grace 
Thou didst stoop to that poor place, 
Loving with a perfect love. 
Child, and man, and G-OD above. 

Hear me as alone I lie. 
Plead for me with God on high ; 
All that stained my soul to-day, 
Wash it in Thy blood away. 

If my slumbers broken be, 
Waking let me think of Thee : 
Darkness cannot make me fear, 
If I feel that Thou art near. 

Happy now I turn to sleep ; 
Thou wilt watch around me keep; 
Him no danger e'er can harm 
Who lies cradled on Thine arm. 

Hymns for LitUe Children. 
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CROSSING THE JORDAK 

Now severed is Jordan, 
Its waters back roll, 
And "Onward" the watchword, 
We press to the goal : 
"We march to the land that was promised of yoro, 
With the ark of God's Covenant going before. . 

Oh, hark to the trumpet 

Which sounds the advance. 
All armed as to battle. 

With buckler and lance, 
We march, &c. 

Our wanderings are over, 

The wilderness past ; 
Fair Canaan is spreading 

Before us at last. 
We march, &c. 

Then, why should I tremble, 

My spirit, why shrink ? 
Why halt in my marching, 
And pause on the brink? 
Before is the land that was promised of yoro, 
And the ark of God's Covenant goeth before. 

The foot of the high priest 

Has dipped in the tide. 
The waters are standing 

As walls on our side. 

Before, &c. 
«. 

For them no returning, 

Whilst traverse the bands, 
la the midst of the river 

God's oracle stands. 
Before, &c. 



112 OLD TESTAMENT HISTORT. 

Sweet angels are calling 
To me from yon shore, 
Come over, come over, 
And wander no more. 
Then on to the land that was promised of yore. 
With the ark of God's Covenant going before. 

There, there is my Leader, 

And there is my Priest, 
And there may I rest me, 

From labour released. 

Then on to the land, &c. 

Baring Gould. 



CHAPTER XXXYIL 

THE JUDGES. 

Acts xiiL 20. — Ht gave unto them judges about the space of four 
hundred and fifty years, untU Samuel the prophet. 

As Joshua was dead, and as no one was left to govern 
the Israelites, they soon lost their faith in God, and fell 
into all kinds of sin. 

"And they forsook the Lord, and served Baal and 
Ashtaroth. And the anger of the Lord was hot against 
Israel, and He delivered them into the hands of spoilers 
that spoiled them, and He sold them into the hands of 
their enemies round about, so that they could not any 
longer stand before their enemies." 

But when they repented, God raised up a Judge or 
Saviour, " who delivered them out of the hand of those 
that spoiled them.'' 

" And -when the Lord raised them up judges, then 
the Lord was with the judge, and delivered them out 
of the hand of their enemies all the days of the 
judge." 
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There were fourteen judges whom the Lord raised up 
to deliver Israel, but only seven were very great : they 
were these : — 

Shahgab, who obtained a great victory over the 
Philistines, he himself killing six hundred of them with 
an ox-goad. 

Deborah and Barak, who delivered them from jdbiil) 
King of Canaan, and Sisera, the captain of his host. 

Gideon, who delivered them from the Midianites, who 
used them so ill and stole all the crops off their land, that 
they fled to caves and dens to hide themselves; 

Jephthah, who delivered them from the Ammonites. 

Samson, a very strong man, who gained many victories 
over the Philistines. 

Eli, both judge and high priest, and who was punished 
for not correcting the wickedness of his sons. 

Samuel, the last and most upright of the judges. 

KotES. — Baalf the name by which several nations of the East} 
worshipped the Sun. Aahidrothi a heathen goddess, who was 
represented with a crescent, Or two-horned moon, on her head. She 
was the female Baal, or the Moon. Ox-goad, a rod or pole, abouti 
eight feet long, armed at the smallest end with a little spike, by 
wnich the oxen were spurred on in their labour. Cave, a hollow 
place in the rocks. Den, a hole in the ground, covered ovcir with 
brushwood. Stronghold, a place strong to hold out against an 
attack ; a fortified place. To oppress, is to use severely ; to 
burden. Midianites, descendants of Abraham and Keturah (Gen. 
XXV. 2). AmmoniteSy descendants of LoVs younger daughter (Gen* 
xix. 38). 

QtJESTIONS* 

fiowcame the Israelites to fall away ^m Godt Whom did 
the^ serve? What were Baal and Ashtaroth? How did God 
buDish the Israelites? What is meant by they could 7U>t any 
longer stand before their enemies f How did God help the 
Israelites in their distress? When did he help them? How 
many judges were there? Name the chief of them. What is 
meant by the Israelites being oppressed by enemies ? What do you 
know of Shamcar ? What is an ox-goad ? What was Gideon's 
work ? What do you know of Samson ? and Eli ? Who was the 
last of the judges ? What other ofi^ce did he hold ? 



1. H 
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CHAPTER XXXYIII. 

GIDEON. 

1*8 ALM Ixxxiii. 11. — Make their nobles like Orehf and like Zeeh ; yea, 
all their princes as Zebah, and as Zalmunna ; who said, Let us 
take to ourselves the houses of God in possession. 

The Lord delivered his people into tlie hands of the 
Midianites, ^^ho came and destroyed ''the increase of 
the earth." " And because of the Midianites the children 
of Israel made them the dens which are in the mountains, 
and caves, and strongholds." 

The Israelitea in their distress cried unto God, and ha 
helped them. He bade an angel tell Gideon that he was 
to be the deliverer of the children of IsraeL On Gideon 
pleading, " My family is poor, and I am the least in my 
father's house," God said to him — 

" Surely I will be with thee, and thou elialt smite 
the Midianites as one man." 

Gideon now prepared food for the angel, who com- 
manded that it should be placed upon a rock which was 
near. The Divine Being touched it with a rod, and 
it was at once consumed by fire. 

On receiving this sign from God, Gideon set about his 
task. He destroyed an altar erected to Baal, and 
gathered together a very large army. But his heart 
failed him, and he asked God for another sign. 

This sign was given him. A fleece of wool became 
vet with dew, while the ground around was quite dry. 
Then the fleece kept quite dry while all the ground was 
damp with dew. 

God now reduced Gideon's army. All who were 
afraid to face the enemy were allowed to go to their 
homes. Twenty-two thousand went their way. The ten 
thousand left were still further reduced. 

Gideon took them to the water side that they might 
quench their thirst. " Such as lapped of the water with 
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hia tongue, as & dog lappeth," were selected for the haltle : 
"those who bowed down upon their knees to drink" 
were sent away. And cow only three hundred men were 
left. Thirty-two thousand men reduced to three hundred ! 
With only this little band of men to oppose such 
mighty hosts, Gideon resorted to tliis stratagem. He 
divided his army into three companies, and gave to every 
man a lighted lamp within a pitcher in his right hand, 
and a trumpet in his left. Then in the darkness of the 
night, at a given signal, the trumpets were blown, the 
pitchers were broken, and in the midst of the sudden 
glare of blazing torches the Israelites rushed upon the 
Midianites, shouting, " The sword of the Lord and of 
Gideon I" 




The enemy, roused from slumber, in dreadful oonfiision, 
slew friends for foes. Multitudes fled, only to be caught 
and killed. No less than one hundred and thirty-flve 
thousand, including Oreb and Zeeb, the kings, and Zeha 
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and Zalmunna, prinoes of the Midianites, besides Camp 
followers, were slain. 

Notes.— f'feece of tooolt the coat of wool shorn from a sheep. 
Stratagem, a plan for deceiving an enemy or gaining an advantace. 
Pitcher, an earthen vessel with a handle, for holding water, &c To 
reduce is to make smaller. Camp foUcwera, those who follow an 
army to carry things for them, or sell them food. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who were the Midianitet ? How did they oppress the Israelites? 
Where did the Israelites hide? What did they in their trouble ? 
How did Qod help them ? Who was raised up as judge ? How 
did Gideon try to excuse himself? How did €fbd encourage him ? 
What sini did the angel give him ? How did Gideon begin his 
work 7 What other sign did the angel give him ? Wluit is a 
fleece of wool ? How was Gideon's army reduced ? How many 
men opposed the Midianites? What is a stratasem? To what 
stratagem did Gideon resort ? What was the result of it ? Name 
the prmces of the Midianites. Who are camp followers ? 



MIDIANITES. 

Christian ! dost thou see them 

On the holy ground, 
How the troops of Midian 

Compass thee around 1 
Christian ! up and smite them^ 

Counting gain but loss : 
Smite them by the merit 

Of the Holy Cross ! 

Christian ! dost" thou feel them ^ 

How they work within ; 
Striving, tempting, luring, 

Goading unto sin ? 
Christian ! never tremble I 

Never be downcast ! 
Still thy trust in Jesus 

Ever hold thou fast I 
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Christian ! dost thou hwr them, 

How they speak thee fair 1 
Always fast and yigil ! 

Always watch and prayer I 
Christian I answer boldly, 

" While I breathe, I pray ;*• 
Peace shall follow battle, 

Night shall end in day. 



CHAPTER XXXIX 

JEPHTHAH. 

Matt. y. 34, 35, 21,^8w6ar not at aU: neither by heaven, for it 
is Ood*8 throne ; nor by the earth, for it is Hia footstool. But 
let your communication be, Yea, yea ; Nay, nay ; for whatsO" 
ever is more than these cometh of evil. 

The Israelites were so given to idolatry, that God left 
them to be oppressed by Ammonites on the east and 
Philistines dn the west. 

God, at length, raised up Jephthah to deliver His 
people. This judge received the " Spirit of the Lord,*' 
and soon defeated the enemy and took twenty of their 
cities. 

On coming back from the slaughter, a heavy trial 
awaited him. 

Before the battle he had made a vow, just as heathen 
kings used to do : 

" If Thou shalt without fail deliver the children of 
Ammon into my hands, then it shall be, that whatsoever 
cometh forth of the doors of my house to meet me, when 
I return in peace from the children of Ammon, shall 
surely be the Lord's, and I will offer it up for a burnt 
offering." 

His daughter, an only child, .was the first from his 
house who met him on his return. 
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She had come to meet her father *' with timbrels and 
dances," to welcome him with joy, because he came 
home safe, and had won a great victory. 

When Jephthah saw her he rent his clothes, and said, 
" Alas, my daughter ! thou hast brought me very low, 
and thou art one of them that trouble me : 

" For I have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and 
I cannot go back." 

So he did with her according to his vow : and all the 
young girls met once a year to mourn for her. 

Now, the Ephraimites were jealous because the judge 
did not ask them to join in the war, and they threatened 
to bum him and his house. So Jephthah gathered to- 
gether all the men of Gilead, and fought against Ephraim : 
and the Ephraimites were defeated and attempted to 
cross the fords of the Jordan. But the Gileadites got 
there first, and kept possession of them, and they stopped 
every man that tried to pass, saying, "Art thou an 
Ephraimite] " If he said. Nay ; then said they unto him. 
Say Shibboleth : and he said Sibboleth ; for none of the 
Ephraimites could say " Shib;" they all lisped, and 
said " Sib." So they were found out; and as more than 
forty-two thousand failed to pronounce the word right, 
they were slain. 

After judging Israel for six years Jephthah died, and 
was buried in one of the cities of Gilead. 

Notes. — Idolatry is the sin of worshipping idols or false gods. 
Timbrel, See foot-note to chap, xxvii. Ford, a shallow place, 
where a river may be crossed on foot. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who now oppressed the Israelites ? Why ? What is idolatry? 
Who was maoe judge ? What success did he have ? What was 
his rash vow ? What is a vow ? Who was the ilrst person that 
he met on his return from the slaughter ? Why had his daughter 
left home ? What are timbrels ? What effect had this meeting 
upon Jephthah? What people had the judge now to iight 
against? Why? Who were the Ephraimites? What success 
did Jephthah have? 
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CHAPTER XL. 



Paiiw xTxii 

After the Philistines had oppressed Israel for forty 
yearB, God raised up Samson as judge. He was, unlike 
the other judges before hiiO) especially prepared by God 
for his work, 

Aa augel appeared to the wife of Mauoah, and told 
her she would have a son, but he vias to be given to 




BUdON KILLSTH A UOK. 

God from his birth, aa a Nazarite— i.e., he was not to 
drink wine, nor ahave, nor cut his hair. 

The child was born, and named Samson. "And the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon him." 

When twenty years old, while on a journey, he meb 
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a lion, which he seized, and slew by tearing it to pieces, 
" rending it as if he wonld have rent a kid." 

Shortly after, when on a journey to the same place, hB 
turned aside to see the carcase of the lion, and found a 
swarm of bees within it. 

This suggested a riddle to him, which he put forth to 
his thirty friends at the feast when he was married. 

" Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of the 
strong came forth sweetness." 

If they could not guess it, they were to give him thirty 
sheets and thirty changes of clothes j but if they did, he 
was to give them the same. 

His friends could not guess it; so they threatened to 
kill his wife if she did not get it out of him. So she 
cried to Samson till he told her. Then she told the 
men, and they came to Samson and said, 

" What is sweeter than honey, and what is stronger 
than a lionl " 

This made Samson very angry, and the Lord gave 
him such great strength that, with his own arm, he slew 
thirty of the Philistines, and took their clothes and paid 
the wager with them. After this he burnt their corn- 
tialds and vineyards, and smote the enemies of Israel 
with great slaughter. 

Samson went to dwell upon the top of the rock Etam. 
And a large army of Philistines went to seek him. And 
they came to the people of Judah. Now the people of 
Judah were afraid of their rulers, the Philistines. So 
three thousand of them went to the rock, scaled it, 
bound Samson with strong cords, and led him away to 
the camp of his enemies. 

When the Philistines saw Samson bound they shouted 
for joy. But when he heard their shouting, "the Spirit 
of the Lord came mightily upon him, and the cords that 
were upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with 
Are, and his bands loosed from off his hands. 

" And he found a new jawbone of an ass, and put 
forth his hand, and took it, and slew a thousand men 
therewith." 

J^OTBS.— Vineyardj a yard or garden for rearing grape vines. 
Tt was generally enclosed with a wall, to defend it from wil4 
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beasts and thieves. To scale a place is to ascend or mount it, as 
by a ladder. 

QUESTIONS. 

In what way did Samson differ from the judges raised up before 
him ? Who was his mother ? How was he specially prepared for 
his work ? On what occasion did Samson shew great strength ? 
What riddle did he propose ? What suggested it ? Whence did 
his friends get the meanmg of it ? How did Samson torment the 
Philistines ? What happened while he lived upon the rock £tam? 
Where was he taken ? In what manner ? How did Samson still 
further shew great strength ? 



CHAPTER XLI. 

SAMSON {corUintted). 

We next find Samson at Gaza, where the people of the 
city " compassed him in, and laid wait for him all night 
in the gate of the city/' intending to kill him in the 
morning. 

But ^* Samson lay till midnight, and arose at mid- 
night, took the doors of the gate of the city, and the two 
posts, and went away with them, bar and all, and put 
them upon his shoulders, and carried them up to the top 
of a hill." 

A time came when Samson fell into sin. He loved 
Delilah, a woman of his enemies the Philistines ; and 
he made friends with wicked people. 

So the lords of the Philistines promised to give Delilah 
money, if she would shew them how they might bind 
him. 

Three times he deceived her. He suffered himself to 
be bound with seven green withs that were never dried. 
But '' he brake the withs, as a thread of tow is broken 
when it toucheth the fire." 

He was next bound with new ropes that had never 
been used. <^ And he brake them from ofif his arms like 
{I thread," 
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Then, while he was asleep, Delilah wove his locks of 
hair into a cloth with her loom : and then shouted, 
" The Philistines be npon thee, Samson." 

But " ho awaked out of his sleep, and went away with 
the jiiQ of the beam, and with the web, hanging to hia 
hair." 

At laat, with fair words Delilah won from htoi the 
seorets of his heart. Ho told her of the law of the 
NazantBB which lie had to keep , and he said that if the 
hair of liiB head were shaven he would betome weak, 
and would be like another man 

While he waa asleep hia head was shaven, and his 
strength left him 

The Phdistmea now seized him, bound Mm, and 




buisoh'b dsato. 

caiTied him to tlielr own country. There they put ont 
hia eyes, chained him with fetters of brass, and made 
him grind com in the prison house. 
But death put an end to hia misery. His cruel 
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enemies made a great feast in honour of their god 
Dagon. And they brought Samson to the temple, in 
which the festival was held, " to be sport for them." 

" Now the house was full of men and women ; and all 
the lords of the Philistines were there ; and there were 
upon the roof about three thousand men and women, 
that beheld while Samson made sport. 

" And Samson called unto the Lord, and said, O Lord 
God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I 
pray thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once 
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes. 

''And Samson took hold of the two middle pillars 
upon which the house stood, and on which it was borne 
up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with 
his left. 

" And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. 
And he bowed himself with all his might ; and the house 
fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were 
therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were 
more than they which he slew in his life." 

'Notes.— Seven green withs — A with is a t^ig like that of the 
willow, that will easily bend. Green twigs are stronger than dry 
ones, and they will not snap or break easily. /)a^on--This was an 
idol of the PhilistineB. It most probably had head, hands, and 
face like a man, and a body like a iish. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did Samson's enemies at Gaza mean to do ? How did ho 
escape from this city ? What sin did Samson fall into ? How had 
he to suffer for his sins? How did the Philistines treat him? 
Give an account of his death. 



TRUST. 

Why do we seek felicity 
Where 'tis not to be found. 

And not, dear Lord, look up to Thee, 
Where all delights abound 1 
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Why do we seek for treasure here, 
On this false, barren sand ; 

Where nought but empty shells appear. 
And marks of shipwreck stand 1 

O world, how little do thy joys 
Concern a soul that knows 

Itself not made for such low toys 
As thy poor hand bestows ! 

World, take away thy tinsel wares, 
That dazzle here our eyes ; 

Let us go up above the stars, 
Where all our treasure lies ! 



Dr, Hickes, 



CHAPTEE XLIL 



ELI. 



1 Sam. iL ZQ.^For them that Tionour me I will honour, and they 
that despise me ahdU he lightly esteemed, 

Eli was high priest as well as judge. 

On one occasion, as he sat on his throne near the gate 
of the tabernacle at Shiloh, he saw a good woman, whoso 
name was Hannah, praying in the temple. "And it 
came to pass, as she continued praying before the Lord, 
that Eli marked her mouth. Now Hannah, she spake 
in her heart j only her lips moved, but her voice was 
not heard ; therefore Eli thoiight she had been drunken." 
On finding his mistake, he bade her '^ go in peace.'' 
Eli had two sons, Hophni and Phinehas. They were 
very wicked, and would not hearken to the voice of their 
father. Eli did not punish them for their sins. He 
reasoned with them and gave them good advice; but 
he did not restrain them, 
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And the Lord was wroth with EIL And He sent a 
man of God to rebuke him, and declare his punishment. 

A very heavy punishment awaited Eli. The priest 
hood was to be taken from his family, and both his sons 
were to die in one day. 

This warning had little effect; and Hophni and 
Phinehas lived on as before. 

After a while the Lord again warned Eli of the doom, 
that was to come upon him. He chose a child to be 
His prophet. 

" Then Eli called Samuel, and said, Samuel, my son. 
And he answered, Here am I. And he said, What is 
the thing that the Lord hath said unto thee ? . . . . 
And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from 
him. And he said, 

" It is the Lord : let Him do what seemeth Him 
good." 

And the Philistines fought against Israel. ''And 
when they joined battle, Israel was smitten before the 
Philistines.*' 

The Israelites, in their distress, sent for the ark of 
God from Shiloh. They thought it would bring them 
success* For a time it revived their drooping spirits ; 
but at length it was taken by the Philistines. And 
the two sons of Eli were slain. 

"And when the news came to Eli, he fell backward 
and bfoke his neck :" so the word of the Lord came 
true, " for the priesthood was taken from him, and both 
his sons died in one day." 

QUESTIONS. 

What two oflBces did EH hold? What took place between Eli 
Imd HauDah ? Name the sons of Eli. What character did they 
bear ? What was the sin of Eli ? Who declared Eli's punish- 
Inent?' What was the punishment? What is meant bv the 
priesthood being taken from his family f What person was chosen 
to confirm the truth of the punishment? What is a prophet? 
What did Eli say when Sam^iel told him what God had said ? 
Who fought against Israel in the time of Eli ? What was the 
result ? What did the Israelites in their trouble ? What became 
of the ark? And how was the first part of Eli^s punishment 
fulfilled ? Give an account of his death. 
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CHAPTER XLIIL 



SAMUEL. 



Psalm zciz. Q.^Moses and Aaron among His prieats, and Samuel 
among them that call upon His name ; they called upon Hie 
Lordf and £e answered them. 

Samuel was the son of Hannah and Elkanah, of the 
tribe of Levi Before he was born he was "asked of 
the Lord." Hannah went up to the temple at Shiloh 
to pray for a son. And Eli the high priest seeing her 
lips move and hearing no voice, thought she was drunken; 
but when he found he was wrong, he said to her, " Go 
in peace ; and the God of Israel grant thee thy petition." 

"And the Lord remembered Hannah, and she bare 
a son, and called his name Samuel, saying. Because I 
have asked him of the Lord,'* 

And according to the vow which she had made to 
God in the temple, she devoted him as a Nazarite to 
the service of the Lord from his infancy. 

And when he was weaned, she brought him to Eli, and 
said : 

" For this child I prayed ; and the Lord hath given 
me my petition which I asked of Him : 

" Therefore also I have lent him to the Lord ; as 
long as he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord." 

Samuel " ministered unto the Lord " before Eli in the 
temple at Shiloh. 

" And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with hira, 
and did let none of his words fall to the ground." 

While in the tabernacle, God made known to him 
that the priesthood should be removed from the family 
of Eli, that poverty should be its lot, and that both his 
sons should die in one day. 

And the Philistines, the old enemies of the Israelites, 
fought against Israel. Samuel, who was now judge, 
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prayed on behalf of his people, and offered burnt-offer- 
ings. God heard Samuel, and sent a violent thunder- 
storm which scattered the enemy. The Israelites 
pursued the Philistines and overcame them, so that 
*^ they did not trouble Israel for some time.'' 

'' The hand of the Lord was against the Philistines 
all the days of Samuel." 

When Samuel grew old, his two sons, Joel and Abiah, 
helped him to judge Israel. But they did not walk in 
the ways of their father. They loved money more than 
truth and justice, and took bribes, and gave wrong 
judgment for the sake of gain. 

The Israelites now longed for a king to rule over 
them. Samuel hearkened to them, as God combianded 
him, and anointed Saul to be king, who was chosen after 
their own heart. 

Saul at length siiined, and Samuel made known to him 
that " the kingdom should be given to another." 

Samuel afterwards anointed David, who was chosen 
" after GocTs own heart." 

Samuel died, and the Israelites lamented him, and 
buried him in his house at Eamah. 

Notes.— To minister is to perform duties, or to aerva Bribe, 
a gift which is offered to a person to make him do what is not 
right. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who were the parents of Samuel? To what tribe did he 
belong ? What does the word Samuel mean ? Shew how Samuel 
was asked cf the Lord. What vow did his mother make ? What 
is a Nazarite ? What is meant by Samuel being lent to the Lord ? 
Where was he left when a boy ? How did he help EU ? What 
is said of him as he crew up? What did God make kno^n to 
Samuel? What people fought against Israel in the time of 
Samuel? How did Samuel set help from God? What happened 
to the Philistines? What do you mean by they did not trouble 
Israel? Name the sons of SamueL What were their sins? 
What are bribes? Who was anointed king? Why did the 
IsraeUtes want a king? When at length this king sinned, what 
did Samuel make known to him? What other person was 
anointed king? Where was Samuel buried? 
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WATCHINa FOR MOR]^. 

I'm watching for the morning star, 

Oh, when will it arise, 

To gladden with its radiance mild 

These strained and weary eyes ! 

The night is dark and gloomy, when. 

Oh, when will it be past — 

And the brightness of the morning 

Glad the waking earth at last ? 
* » * • 

E'en now the time approaches^ 
E'en now the streaks of mom 
Upon the dark horizon 
"With beams of promise dawn j 
O night of sin and sorrow, 
Of absence and of pain. 
Thou wilt soon be past, and never 
Canst enshroud the world again. 

O rapture too seraphic, 

O bliss beyond compare, 

When our Saviour and His chosen ones 

Break through the flowing air ; 

When the groans of marred creation 

Are changed for songs of praise. 

And earth and heaven in concert sweet 

Their loud Ho. .nnas raise I 

Anon* 



HEAVEN IS MY HOME! 

1 'm but a stranger here. 

Heaven is my home* 
Earth is a desert drear; 

Heaven is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on every hand. 
Heaven is my fatherland — 

Heaven is my home. 
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What though the tempests rage. 

Heaven is my home. 
Short is my pilgrimage; 

Heaven is my home. 
And Time's wild wintry blast 
Soon will be overpast, 
I shall reach home at last; 

Heaven is my home. 

Taylor, 



CHAPTEE XLIV, 

BUTH. 

There was a famine in the land of Bethlehem- 
Judah. So a wealthy man, with his wife and two 
sons, left this place to seek another where the famine 
could not be felt. They at length settled down in a 
land across the River Jordan. 

Soon after reaching their new abode the father died. 

The two sons were married, one to Euth and the 
other to Orpah. 

The sons also died, and the two widows and their 
mother-in-law, Naomi, were in great grief. 

Naomi made up her mind to return to her own 
country. 

She tried to persuade each of her daughter^ to return 
to their mother's house. Orpah did return, but Ruth 
clave unto her mother-in-law, saying, 

" Whither thou goest, I will go ; and where thou 
lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, 
and thy God my God ; where thou diest, will I die, 
and there will I be buried." 

So " when Naomi saw that her daughter was sted- 
fastly minded to go with her, then she left speaking 
unto her." 

T. I 
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The mother and daughter came to Bethlehem. Here 
Euth went to glean in the fields of Boaz, a kinsman of 
Naomi, and a rich citizen of Bethlehem. 

Boaz saw her, shewed her great kindness, and at 
length married her. 

Boaz and Buth had a son called Obed, the father of 
Jesse and the grandfather of David, from whom was 
descended great David's greater Son. 

QUESTIONS. 

We have jiist read of a famine— where was it? What is a 
famine? What was one of the results of this fetmine? What is 
a wealthy person ? What persons left Bethlehem ? To what land 




try to persuade 
daughters to do? What success did she meet with? What did 
Kutn say to her ? What happened when Naomi and Kuth came 
to Bethlehem? Who became the husband of Ruth? What was 
the name of Euth's son? And his son? Who was descended 
from David? 



CHAPTEB XLV. 

SAUL. 

Acts xiii 21. — Afterward they desired a Jdng : and Ood gave unto 
them Saul the son of Cis, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, by 
the apace of forty years. 

The Israelites longed for a king. They forgot that 
God was their king; and they wished to be like the 
nations around them. 

Samuel warned them of the misery that would 
follow; but they would not listen to him. They would 
have a king. 

Saul was the son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin. 
He was handsome in features and of enormous stature. 
*' From his shoulders and upwards he was higher than 
any of the people." 

One day he went to seek his father's asses, which 
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had strayed. Unable to find them he came to Samuel. 
And the prophet made known to him that he was to be 
king of Israel. 

" And Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon 
his head, and kissed him, and said. Is it not because 
the Lord hath anointed thee to be captain over his 
inheritance?" 

Samuel gave him certain signs to convince him this 
was true, and said to Saul, '' When thou art departed 
from me to-day, then thou sbalt find two men by 
Hachers sepulchre in the border of Benjamin at Zel- 
zah ; and they will say unto thee, The asses which thou 
wentest to seek are found : and, lo, thy father hath lefb 
the care of the asses, and sorroweth for you, saying, 
What shall I do for my son ? 

^'Then shalt thou go on forward from thence, and 
thou shalt come to the plain of Tabor, and there shall 
meet thee three men going up to God to Beth-el, one 
carrying three kids, and another carrying three loaves 
of bread, and another carrying a bottle of wine : 

" And they will salute thee, and give thee two loaves 
of bread; which thou shalt receive of their hands. 

*' After that thou shalt come to the hill of God, where 
is the garrison of the Philistines : and it shall come to 
pass, when thou art come thither to the city, that thou 
shalt meet a company of prophets coming down from 
the high place with a psaltery, and a tabret, and a pipe, 
and a harp, before them ; and they shall prophesy : 

" And the Spirit of the Lord will come upon thee, 
and thou shalt prophesy with them, and shalt be turned 
into another man." 

These things came to pass as foretold. 

When Saul returned to his friends he prophesied. 
And they were surprised, and said, " What is this that 
is come unto the son of Kish 9 Is Saul also among the 
prophets?" 

And Samuel gathered together the children of Israel 
at Mizpeh. And they cast lots, first, to find out the 
tribe from which their king should be taken ; and again, 
to ascertain which person in the tribe so chosen was to 
be elected. 
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As soon as the lot fell upon Saul, all the people were 
glad. They shouted and said, ^^ God save the king ! " 

Notes. — Snormoua slature.'^Enormaus means very large, aod 
stature means the size of a person : so enormauB staiure means, of 
a very large size. VitU, a small vessel or bottle. Seputehre, a 
tomb or place of bnrial. Oarrison, a supply of soldiers for guard- 
ing a fortress. Psaltery, a musical instrument having strings. 
Tabret, a small tabour or drum. To prophesy is to foretell wha.t 
will happen. The company of prophets whom^ Saul met were 
persons who lived together, and spent their time in studying 
God's law and the words of His prophets. They formed a kind 
of college. 

QUESTIONS. 

Why did the Israelites wish for a king ? What warning did 
Samuel eive them? Did they listen to him? Why not? Who 
was made king? Who was the father of Saul? To what tribe 
did he belong? Describe the personal appearance of Saul. On 
what occasion did he first learn that he was to be king? How 
was he anointed? What signs confirmed his election? How did 
Saul surprise his friends ? How was he selected king by the 
people ? 



CHILDREN'S BLESSINGS. 

There's », friend for little children 

Above the bright blue sky, • 
A friend that never changes, 

Whose love will never die : 
Unlike our friends by nature. 

Who change with changing years^ 
This. friend is always worthy 

The precious name He bears. 

There 's a rest for little children 

- Above the bright blue sky, 
Who love the blessed Saviour, 

And to His Father cry : 
A rest from every trouble, 

From sin and danger free, 
There every little pilgrim 

Shall rest eternally. 
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There 's a eroum for little children 

Above the bright blue sky, 
And all who look to Jesus 

Shall wear it by and by ; 
A crown of brightest glory, 

Which He shall sore bestow 
On all who love the Saviour, 

And walk with Him below. 

There 's a sang for little children 

Above the bright blue sky, 
And a harp of sweetest music 

For their hymn of victory : 
And all above is pleasure. 

And found in Christ alone,-^ 
Oh, come, dear little children, 

That all may be your own. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

SAUL {continued), 

Saul now returned to his home at Gibeah. 

He was soon called upon to shew his skill as a militaiy 
leader. 

Nahash, a cruel king of the Ammonites, had sent a 
very large army to Jabesh-Gilead, where the inhabitants, 
being unable to hold out, were about to give themselves 
up to their enemies, and submit to lose their right eyes. 

News of this reached Saul as he was driving his herd 
home from the field. 

" And the Spirit of the Lord came upon him when he 
heard those tidings, and his anger was kindled greatly." 

And he assembled the people of Israel and prepared 
for battle. 

" And it was so on the morrow, that Saul put the 
people in three companies^ and they came into the 
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miOst of the host in the morning watch, and slew the 
Ammonites until the heat of the day : and it came to 
pasB, that they which remained were scattered, bo that 
two of them were not left together." 

After Saul had reigned two years, the Fhilisliues 
made war upon Israel. 

Saul collected a small army of three thousand men- 
He himself led two thousand of them, while the re- 
mainder was placed under the command of his brave 
son Jonathan. 

The Israelites at first were beaten, and many hid 
themselves in caves and in thickets and in rocks and 
in pits 

8^uI in great distress waited at Qilgal for Samael 




to come and offer Baciifices, " After waiting si 
according to the set time that Samuel had appointed," 
and finding that Samuel did not come, the impatient 
monarch himself ventured to offer the sacrifices. 

And it came to pass that as soon as ho bad made an 
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fend of offering the bumt-offeiing, Samuel came, but 
only to rebuke the king for his great sin. 

" And Samuel said to Saul, Thou hast done foolishly : 
thy kingdom shall not continue : the Lord hath sought 
Him a man after His own heart, and the Lord hath 
commanded him to be captain over His people." 

Saul, full of grief, went to Gibeah to watch the enemy, 
but Jonathan had yet Mth in God, and resolved to strike 
another blow. 

He and his armour-bearer climbed slily up the rock of 
the castle of the Philistines, and slew more than twenty 
men. 

Seized with fear, which was increased by an earth- 
quake which shook the ground, the mighty host fled on 
all sides. 

Saul joined in the pursuit, and the king's hastiness 
would even have sacrificed his son. <' Cursed be the man 
that eateth before the evening." Such were Saul's 
words. 

Jonathan, not aware of his father's curse, and being 
faint and hungry, tasted a little honey. Saul, upon 
hearing this, condemned his son to instant death, but 
the people, who were very fond of Jonathan, and who 
now looked upon him as their deliverer, "rescued him 
that he died not." 

Notes. — Military means belonging to war. Armour , dress 
worn by soldiers when they went to battle. It was very heavy 
and strong, and much of it was made of iron. SauVa armour- 
bearer was a person who had charge o^ or who bore the armour of 
the king when he did not re(^uire it. Morning watch, — The night 
(from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m. ) was divided into four watches, or periods of 
three hours each— the evening, midnight, cock-croW| and morning 
watch. 

QUESTIONS. 

After Saul was chosen king by the people, what became of him? 
What work was he called upon to "perform ? What is a military 
leader? What treatment were the people of Jabesh-Gilead 
sufifering? What effect had the news of this upon Saul? How 
did he defeat the Philistines ? What do yon mean by the morning 
watch? When did the Philistines agam attack tne Israelites? 
How did Saul prepare to meet them ? What was the result of the 
attack ? How did Saul sin ? How was he punished for it ? Where 
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did Saul now go ? What did Jonathan ? What is armour ? what 
an armour-bearer ? what a ffarrison ? What especially heli)ed to 
overcome the Philistines ? now did Saul ahnost cause the death 
of his son t • 



CHAPTER XLVII. 
SAUi; {corUmtied). 

Hos. xiii. 11. — / gave thee a hmg in mine cmger, and took Jum away 

in my wraJth, 

So Saul reigned over all Israel, but he did not obey tho 
voice of the Lord in all things. 

'^ Then came the word of the Lord unto Samuel, saying, 
It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king : for 
he is turned back from following me, and hath not per- 
formed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; 
and he cried unto the Lord all night. 

"And Samuel came to Saul ; and Saul said unto him, 
Blessed be thou of the Lord; I have performed the com- 
mandment of the Lord. 

"Then Samuel said unto Saul, Stay, and I will tell thee 
what the Lord hath said to me this night. And he said 
unto him, Say on. 

"And Samuel said. When thou wast little in thine own 
Bight, wast thou not made the head of tlie tribes of 
Israel, and the Lord anointed thee king over Israel? And 
the Lord sent thee on a journey, and said. Go, and utterly 
destroy the sinners the Amalekites, and fight against 
them until they be consumed. 

"Wherefore then didst thou not obey the voice of the 
Lord, but didst fly upon the spoil : and didst evil in the 
sight of the Lord ? 

"And Saul said unto Samuel, Yea, I have obeyed the 
voice of the Lord, and have gone the way which the 
Lord sent me, and have brought Agag the king- of 
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 
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^' But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the 
chief of the things which should have been utterly 
destroyed, to sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in Gilgal. 

" And Samuel said, 

" Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt-offering 
and sacrifices as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice; and to 
hearken than the fat of rams. 

** For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stub- 
bornness is as iniquity and idolatry ; because thou hast 
rejected the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee 
from being king. 

''And Saul said unto Samuel, I have sinned: for I 
have transgressed the commandment of the Lord and 
thy words : because I feared the people and obeyed their 
voice. 

'* Now, therefore, I pray thee, pardon my sin, and turn 
again with me, that I may worship the Lord. And 
Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee; for 
thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord 
hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. 

'' And as Samuel turned about to go away. Said laid 
hold upon the skirt of his mantle, and it rent. And 
Samuel said unto him. The Lord hath rent the kingdom 
of Israel from thee this day, and hath given it to a 
neighbour of thine, that is better than thou. And also 
the Strength of Israel will not He, nor repent : for he is 
not a man that he should repent. 

" Then he said, I have sinned : yet honour me now, I 
pray thee, before the elders of my people, and before 
Israel, and turn again with me that 1 may worship the 
Lord thy God. 

" So Samuel turned again affcer Saul ; and Saul wor- 
shipped the Lord. Tlien Samuel went to Bamah : and 
Saul went up to his house to Gibeah of SauL 

'' And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day 
of his death : nevertibeless Samuel mourned for Saul : 
and the Lord repented that he had made Saul king over 
Israel." 
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QUESTIONS. 

Why did the Lord repent that Saul had been made kins ? What 
did Samuel say to Saul? How then had Saul sinned? What 
excuse did Saul make? What was Samuel's reply? In what 
words did Saul then acknowledge his error ? What punishment 
did Samuel pronounce ? What laTOur did Saul ask? 



CHAPTER XLVIIL 

SAUL (continued). 

The Philistines again came to fight against Saul. Owinp; 
chiefly to the bravery of David, a shepherd boy, they 
were defeated. 

On returning from the slaughter the people so praised 
David that Saul became jealous. He "eyed" David, 
and sought to kill him. 

David fled from place to place, and so escaped. 

When at length David had the chance of killing the 
enemy who persecuted him, the noble youth T'^ould not 
*< put forth his hand against the Lord's anointed.'' 

After this Saul made friends with David. And he said 
to David, " Thou art more righteous than I ; for thou 
hast rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee 
evil." 

And it came to pa^s, when Saul had reigned over 
Israel many years, that the Philistines fought against 
Israel. " And the Philistines followed hard upon Saul, 
and upon his sons ; and the Philistines slew Jonathan 
and Abinadab, and Melchi-shua, Saul's sons. 

" And the battle went sore against Saul, and the 
archers hit him ; and he was sore wounded of the archers. 

" Then said Saul unto his armour-bearer, Draw thy 
sword and thrust me throxigh therewith, lest these 
Philistines come and thrust me through and abuse me. 
But his armour-bearer would not; for he was sore 
afraid : therefore Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 
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"And "wlien his armour-bearer saw that Saul was 
dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and died with him. 
So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armour-bearer, 
and all his men, that same day together. 

" And when the men of Israel that were on the other 
side of the valley, and they that were on the other side 
Jordan, saw that the men of Israel fled, and that Saul 
and his sons were dead, they forsook the cities and fled : 
and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

" And it came to pass- on the morrow, when the Philis- 
tines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and 
his three sons fallen in Mount Gilboa. 

" And they cut off his head and stripped off his armour, 
and sent into the land of the Philistines round about to 
publish it in the house of their idols, and among the 
people. And they put his armour in the house of 
Ashtaroth ; and they fastened his body to the wall ot 
Beth-shan. 

'' And when the inhabitants of Jabesh-Gilead heard 
of that which the Philistines had done to Saul, all the 
valiant men arose, and went all night, and took the body 
of Saul, and the bodies of his sons, from the wall of Beth- 
shan, and came to Jabesh and burnt them there. And 
they took their bones, and buried them under a tree at 
Jabesh, and fasted seven days." 

QUESTIONS. 

OwiQg chiefly to what means were the Israelites defeated? 
Why did Saul become jealous of David ? What is meant by he 
eyea David? How did David escape from Saul ? Why did Saul 
at length make friends with David ? What were the names of 
Saul's sons ? What became of them? What happened to Saul in 
the battle with the PMlistines ? What is an archer ? What is 
meant by being sore wounded / What did Saul wish his armour- 
bearer to do ? Why did not this servant obey him ? How did 
Saul meet with his death? What happened to the Israelites? 
What was done with SauVs armour ? What did the Philistines do 
with his dead body ? How did the people of Jabesh-Gilead act ? 
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THE TRUE FRIEND. 

Best of the weaty, 

Joy of the sad, 
Hope of the dreary. 

Light of the glad ; 
Home of the stranger. 

Strength to the end, 
Refuge from danger, 

Saviour and Friend. 

Pillow where, lying. 

Love rests its head, 
Peace of the dying, 

Life of the dead ; 
Path of the lowly, 

Prize at the end, 
Breath of the body. 

Saviour and Friend. 

When my feet stumble, 

I'll to Thee cry : 
Crown of the humble, 

Cross of the high. 
When my steps wander, 

Over me bend. 
Truer and fonder. 

Saviour and Friend. 

Ever confessing 

Thee, I will raise 
Unto Thee blessing, 

Glory, and praise ; 
All my endeavour. 

World without end, 
Thine to be ever. 

Saviour and Friend. 

J)r, MonselU 
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CHAPTER XLIX 

DAVID. 

Acts xiiL 22. — He raised vp unto them David to be their king ; to 
wJiom also He gave testimony, and said, I have found David 
the son qf Jesse, a man after mine otxm heart, which skaU fulfil 
all my wHL 

David -was the son of Jesse^ of the tribe of Judah, and 
of the town of Bethlehem. He was descended from 
Obed, the son of Boaz and Buth. 

tLe was the youngest of eight sons. He was anointed 
by Samuel at the early age of fifteen. 

'^ And the Lord said unto Samuel^ How long wilt 
thou mourn for Saul, seeing I have rejected him from 
reigning over Israel 1 fill thine horn with oil, and go, 
I will send thee to Jesse the Bethlehemite : for I have 
provided me a king among his sons. 

''And Samuel said, How can I go ? if Saul hear it, he 
will kill me. And the Lord said; Take an heifer with 
thee, and say, I am come to sacrifice to the Lord. 

''And call Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will shew thee 
what thou shalt do : and thou shalt anoint unto me him 
whom I name unto thee. 

" And Samuel did that which the Lord spake, and 
came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town 
trembled at his coming, and said, Comest thou peace- 
ably ? 

"And he said, Peaceably : I am come to sacrifice unto 
the Lord : sanctify yourselves, and come with me to 
the sacrifice. And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and 
called them to the sacrifice. 

" And it came to pass, when they were come, that he 
looked on Eliab, and said, Surely the Lord's anointed is 
before him. 

"But the Lord said unto Samuel, Look not on his 
countenance, or on the height of his stature; because 
I have refused him : 
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" For the Lord eeeth not as man seeth ; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance^ but the Lord 
looketh on the heart 

'^Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 
before SamueL And he said, Neither hath the Lord 
chosen this. 

''Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by. And he 
said, Neither hath the Lord chosen this. 

" Again, Jesse made seven of his sons to pass before 
Samuel. And Samuel said unto Jesse, The Lord hath 
not chosen these. 

''And Samuel said unto Jesse, Are here all thy 
children? And he said. There remaineth yet the 
youngest, and, behold, he keepeth the sheep. And 
Samuel said unto Jesse, Send and fetch him; for we 
will not sit down till he come hither. 

"And he sent, and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal of a beautiful countenance, and goodly 
to look to. And the Lord said, Arise, anoint him : for 
this is he. 

" Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him 
in the midst of his brethren: and the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel 
rose up, and went to Kamah." 

David was very brave and strong. "We read that 
once a lion, and at another time a bear, attacked his 
father's flock, and he went after them and slew them. 

He was also skilful in playing the harp. When very 
young he was summoned to play before Saul the king. 

" And it came to pass, when the evil spirit was upon 
Saul, that David took a harp, and played with his hand : 
so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and the evil Spirit 
departed from him." 

Notes. — BethUhem, a town about four miles south of Jerusalem, 
where Eachel was buried, and Christ was bom. Heifer, a young 
cow. ElderSf the old men, who managed the afifairs of the town. 
Withal means heaidea, above all, Oaocuy to look to means a good* 
looking person. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who was David's fSftther ? From whom was David descended ? 
Where was he born 7 To what U'ibe did he belong ? How many 
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brothers had he ? At what m was he anointed ? Who anointed 
him? What did God say to &imnel ! Why was Samuel afraid to 
go to Jesse ? Relate what took place when Samuel reached Beth- 
khem. Which son of Jesse did Samuel think was to be king T 
What did God say to Samuel? How did Samuel find out whioh 
was to be king ? Describe David. To what did God look ? How 
was he anointed ? Give an instance of David's bravery. Why 
was he called at an early age before Saul ? What happened when 
David x^layed the harp before Saul ? 



CHAPTER L. 
DAVID (continued). 

Psalm Ixxviii. 70, 71, 72.~J7(0 ehoae David dUo His aervantj and 
took him away from the sTieepfolds, to feed Jacob His people^ 
and Israel His inheritance. So he fed them with a faithful 
and true hearty and ruled them prudently with all his power. 

The Philistines came to fight against the children of 
Israel. 

''And the Philistines stood on a mountain on the 
one side, and Israel stood on a mountain on the other 
side : and there was a valley between them. 

'' And there went out a champion out of the camp of 
the Philistines, named Goliath of Gath, whose height was 
six cubits and a span. And he had a helmet of brass 
upon his head, and he was armed with a coat of mail : 
and the weight of the coat was five thousand shekels of 
brass. 

'' And he had greaves of brass upon his legs, and a 
target of brass between his shoulders. And the staff of 
his spear was like a weaver's beam, and his spear's head 
weighed six hundred shekels of iron : and one bearing a 
shield went before him. 

'' And he stood and cried unto the armies of Israel, 
and said unto them, Why are ye come out to set your 
battle in array? Am not I a Philistine, and ye servants 
to Saul ? Choose you a man for you, and let him come 
down to me. 
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" If he be able to figbt with me, and to kill me, then 
will we be your servants : but if I prevail against him, 
and kill him, then shall je be our servants, and sei've 
us. And the Philistine said, I defy the armies of Israel 
this day : give me a man that we may fight together." 
. But no one would accept the challenge. Even Saul, 
like his people, ^* was dismayed and greatly afraid." 

On being sent by his aged father to see how his 
brethren fared, David entered the camp of Saul. He 
heard, to his surprise, the loud voice of Goliath 
challenging the Israelites to single combat. Wondering 
much that every one was afraid of the giant, he himself 
accepted the challenge. 

Fancy a shepherd boy going to fight the giant cham- 
pion of the PhiUstines ! 

" And Saul armed David with his armour, and he put 
an helmet of brass upon his head; also he armed him 
with a coat of mail. And David girded his sword upon 
his armour, and he assayed to go ; for he had not proved 
it. And David said unto Saul, I cannot go with these; 
for I have not proved them. And David put them off 
him. 

" And he took his staff in his hand, and choose him 
five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in 
a shepherd's bag, which he had, even in a scrip; and 
his sling was in his hand ; and he drew near to the 
Philistine. 

"And the Philistine came on and drew near unto 
David; and the man that bare the shield went before 
him. And when the Philistine looked about, and saw 
David, he disdained him : for he was but a youth, and 
ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 

'< And the Philistine said unto David, Am I a dog, that 
thou comest to me with staves? And the Ph^tine 
cursed David by his gods. And the Philistine said to 
David, Come to me, and I will give thy flesh unto the 
fowls of the air, and to the beasts of the field. 

" Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest to 
me with a sword, and with a spear, and with a shield : 
but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast defied. 
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" And it came to pass, when the Fhilistlne aroBe, and 
came and drew nigh to meet David, tliat David hasted 
and ran toward the army to meet the Fhilistine. 

" And David put hia hand in his bag, and took thence 
a stone and slang it, aad smote the Philistine in his 
forehead, that tho stone sank into his forehead j and he 
fell upon his face to the earth. 

" So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling 
and with a atone, and smote the Philistine, and slew 
him ; but there was no sword in the haad of David. 




DAVID SLAHHO 



" Therefore, David ran, and stood upon the Philistine, 
and took his sword, and drew it ont of the sheath 
thereof, and slew him, and cut off his bead therewith." 

Nons. — Champion, one who fizhta in single combat as the chaeeii 
delegate of oUiera. Cubit, abont eighteen inches. A ipan ii the 
distuice acTMs the hand from the extreme end of the thumb to 
that of the little finger, when they are stretch^ aa far apart as 
poMibte. About Dine or ten inchea. Selmel, a covering or 
armonr for the head. Qreavts, onnoor for the legs. Targti, a 
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shield worn between the shoulders. Shield, a broad piece of 
armour used upon the lefb arm. It was used to shield the wearer 
from the blows of tiie enemy. Assayed means attempted. Scrip, 
a sort of bag, made of skin or coarse cloth, hun^ round the neck, 
and used to carry food, or other thin^ for a joumej. Buddy 
means of a red colour — ^the colour of the skin in high health. 
Staves means sticks. Sheath^ a case for a sword. A coat of mail 
is a coat made of chain, or pieces of iron or brass joined together. 
It was worn when people went into battle to protect them from 
arrows and spears. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who fought against the Israelites? What is a champion? 
Describe Goliath. What is a cubit ? What a span ? A heunet ? 
A coat of mail ? And a shield ? What was Goliath's challenge ? 
What efiEiect had this challenge upon Saul? and his people? Who 
accepted the challenge ? Who was David ? Why nad he left his 
sheep in the wilderness ? How did Saul wish to assist the youth ? 
Why did David refuse the armour? With what weapons did 
David intend to fight with the giant ? Whence did he ootain the 
stones? What is a sling? What a scrip? And the Philistine 
came on— who was this ]niilistine? Who went before him? Why? 
Why did the giant disdain David ? What is meant by disdain ? 
What did he say to David ? What is a stafif ? What did he mean 
by giving David*s flesh to the/owls of the air ? What did David 
say to Goliath ? How did he kill him ? What did he do after he 
had killed the giant ? 



CHAPTER LL 

. DAVID {contirmed), 

8t. MAtlP. xii. 45. — Have ye not read what David did, when he 

. wa^ an hungered, and they thai were with him; how he entered 

into the house of God, and did eat the shewbread, which was not 

lawful for him to eat, neither for tJiem which were with him^ 

butonly for the priests f 

And when the Philistines saw their champion was dead 
they fled. But the Israelites pursued them and over- 
came them. And David took the head of Goliath and 
brought it to Jerusalem. 

From that day Saul took David, and would let him go 
no more home to his father's house. And the king set 
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him over the men of war ; and he was accepted in the 
sight of all the people, and also in the sight of Saul's 
servants; and he married the king's daughter. 

Jonathan, the son of Saul, loved David as his own 
soul. '* And Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that 
was upon him, and gave it to David, and his garments, 
even to his sword, and to his bow, and to his girdle." 

But David was soon obliged to flee from his friend, 
because of the king's jealousy. On the return of the 
royal party from the late slaughter of the Philistines, 
" the women came out of all cities of Israel, singing and 
dancings to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and 
with instruments of music." 

And the women answered one another as they played, 
and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his 
ten thousands. 

And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased 
him ; and he said, " They have ascribed unto David ten 
thousands, and to me they have ascribed but thousands : 
and what can he have more but the kingdom?" 

For this " Saul eyed David from that day forward," 
and became his enemy continually. And the king spake 
unto Jonathan, and to all his servants that they should 
kill David. And David fled from the face of Saul from 
place to place; " but the Lord would not deliver David 
into his hands." 

On escaping to Nob, David obtained from the priest 
shewbread to eat, and the sword of Goliath for a weapon. 
On arriving at Gath he was known by the Philistines, 
who cast him into prison; but feigning madness he was 
set free. 

On reaching the Cave of AduUam, his brethren and 
many others resorted unto him, mighty meil of valour; 
and he became their captain. 

Afterwards, when he might have killed Saul, he would 
not, but restrained his men, saying, " The Lord forbid 
that I should do this thing unto my master, the Lord's 
anointed." 

The places to which David fled were— 

Naioth, .... 1 Sam. xix. 18-24. 
Nob, .... „ xxi. 1-9. 



us 
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Oath, • 
Adullam, 
Mizpeh (of Moab), 
Hareth (a forest), 
Keilah, . 
Ziph (wilderness), 
Engedi (do.)» 
Paran (do.), 
Hachilah (hiU), 
Gath, 
2Iik]ag, . 

QUESTIONS. 

What became of the Philistines after Goliath was dead ? What 
did David ? How did Saul now treat David ? Who were men of 
war? What did Jonathan for David? Why was David soon 
obUged to flee from Saal ? What made the king jealous ? What 
did 8anl wish his servants to do with David ? How did David 
escape? To what place did he come? What did he receive at 
Nob? What happened at Gath? And what at the Cave of 
A-dnllam ? When Saul was in his power, how did David act ? To 
what places did David flee ? What happened to him at Ziklag? 



1 Sam. 


xxi. 10-15. 




xxii. 1, 2. 




xxii. 3, 4. 




xxiL 5. 




xxiii. 1-12. 




xxiii. 14>26. 




xxiv. 




XXV. 




xxvi 




xxvii. 




xxvii. 6 ; xxx. 3 



FOR PEACE. 

Thou, upon the Red Sea coast 
Troubledst the Egyptian host, 
Looking on their armed crowd 
From the pillar of the cloud ; 

But didst bring Thy people o'er 
Safely to the further shore, 
When the waters flow'd again, 
Over Egypt's steeds and men. 

Thou, wlien Midian's countless bands 
Wasted Canaan's pleasant lands, 
Gavest the invader's camp 
Pl^y to Gideon's jar and lamp. 

David Thou didst fill with might. 
As he went to glorious fight, 
When the giant was o'erthrown 
By the sling and by the stone. 



t« 
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When, in time of peril nigh, 
Hezekiah made his cry, 
Thou, in stillness of the night. 
Didst the foeman's army smite. 

Lord of Hosts and Lord of Life, 
Thou Thyself in deadly strife 
On the Cross of Calvary 
Hast overcome the enemy. 

Thus Thy strength hath ever been 
Perfected in weakness seen ; 
Once again Thy people ward, 
Be our sword and buckler, Lord. 



CHAPTER LII. 

DAVID {continued). 

After the death of Saul, David was made King of Judah, 
and Ishbosheth, Saul's son, was made King of Israel ; 
but when Ishbosheth had reigned two years he was slain 
by two of his servants, and David was made King of 
Israel also. 

When king of the entire nation, he not only defeated 
the Philistines twice, but he subdued all the nations 
round. He made Jerusalem the capital of his kingdom, 
and there on Mount Zion he built a royal residence; 
hence Jerusalem was called the City of David. 

He now prepared to bring the ark of God to his new 
capital. For from the time that the ark had been sent 
back from the Philistines, in the days of Samuel, it had 
remained at Kirjath-jearim, in the house of Abinadab, a 
pious Levite, who had sanctified his son to take charge 
of it. And David gathered all Israel together, from one 
end of the land to the other, to bring the ark from 
Kirjath-jearim. But instead of having it placed upon 
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tho elioulderfl of the Kohathites, according to Qod's \a.w, 
David's people placed it on a new cart, drawn by oxen. 
And David and all Israel played before God with all 
their might, and with singing, and with LarpB, and with 
psalteries, and with timbrels, and with trumpets. And 
TJzzah n.nd ALio, sons of Abinadab, drove the cart on 
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which the ark was placed. And when they came near 
to the hill of Sion, the movement of the vehicle causios 
the ark to be much shaken, TJzzah put forth his band 
and took hold of it. " And the anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uziiah : and He smote him, because be put 
his hand to the ark ; and there he died before Ood." 

And David was afraid, and said, " How shall I bring 
the ark of God home to me V So he carried It aside into 
the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. And it remained 
there for three months: and the Lord blessed the boose 
of Obed-edom, and all that he had. 

And David prepared a tabernacle for the ark near his 
own residence on mount Sion, Following the require- 
ments of the law, the priests and Levites sanctified 
themselvea ; and the Levites bore the ark of God upon 
their shoulders. And they brought it from the bouse of 
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Obed-edom to the city of David with joy. " And all 
Israel brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord 
with shouting, and with sound of the cornet, and with 
trumpets, and with cymbals, making a noise with 
psalteries and harps." 

'< So they brought the ark of God, and set it in the 
midst of the tent that David had pitched for it, and they 
offered burnt-offerings and peace-offerings before God." 

And on that day David composed a psalm of thanks* 
giving to God, and gave it to Asaph, the chief of his 
musicians, that he and his brethren might sing it before 
the Lord. 

Notes.— i?«^Ze»ce, the place where one resides or dwells. 
Mu8iciant one skilled in music. KohathiteSj descendants of Korah. 

QUESTIONS. 

Who became King of Israel when Saul died ? and who became 
King of Judah ? When did David become King of Judah and 
Israel ? Which was the royal city? Where was David's residence 
built ? In what great work did David now engage ? Where was 
the ark placed after the Philistines sent it back ? How was the 
ark brought to Jerusalem ? How ought it to have been brought ? 
What happened on the way ? To whose house was the ark taken ? 
Why was it not carried at once to Jerusalem ? How long did it 
remain with Obed-edom ? What preparations were made for its 
being then removed to Jerusalem r uive an account of its being 
taken thither. 



CHAPTER LTII. 

PAviD {continued). 

After David had removed the ark of God to his own 
city, " the Lord gave him rest and his people rest from 
all their enemies." 

And he wished to build a temple to be a more worthy 
place for the ark to rest in. On sa^in^ to Nathan the 
prophet, 
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" See, now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the 
ark of the Lord dwelleth within curtains," 

That good man bade him, '^ Go, do all that is in thine 
heart, for the Lord is with thee." 

But David was a man of war, and he had shed blood 
abundantly. So God said that he was not a fit person 
for such a work. The honour of building the temple 
was left for his son Solomon, who should be a man of 
peace. 

God was pleased that David cared for the ark. And 
He spoke thus of his son, " He shall build me an house, 
and I will stablish his throne for ever. I will be his 
father, and he shall be my son : and I will not take my 
mercy away from him as I took it from him that was 
before thee : But I will settle him in mine house and in 
my kingdom for ever, and his throne shall be established 
for evermore." 

Even David, the man after God's own heart, was not 
without sin. 

And it came to pass that King David saw Bathsheba, 
the wife of Uriah the Hittite, one of his captains, and he 
desired to have her for his wife. 

And David ordered Joab, the chief captain of his host, 
to set Uriah in the fore-front of the battle when he went 
to fight with the Ammonites. 

And Joab did as the king commanded, and Uriah was 
slain. Then David took Bathsheba to be his wife. 

And the thing which David had done displeased the 
Lord. 

" And the Lord sent Nathan unto David; and he came 
unto him, and said unto him. There were two men in 
one city ; the one rich, and the other poor. 

" The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds; 
but the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought and nourished up ; and it grew up 
together with him and with his children ; it did eat of 
his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his 
bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. 

" And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and 
ho spared to take of his own flock, and of his own herd 
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to dress for the way&ring man that was come unto 
him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for 
the man that was come to him. 

" And David's anger was greatly kindled against the 
man ; and he said to Nathan, As the Lord fiveth, the 
man that hath done this thing shall surely die : and he 
shall restore the lamb fourfold; because he did this thing, 
and because he had no pity. 

" And Nathan said to David, Thou a/rt Hie man. Thou 
hast killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword, and hast 
taken his wife to be thy wife, and hast slain him with 
the sword of the children of Ammon. 

" Now therefore the sword shall never depart from 
thine house : because thou hast despised me, and hast 
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. 
Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will raise up evil against 
thee out of thine own house. For thou didst it secretly; 
but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the 
sun. 

'< And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against 
the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also 
hath put away thy sin : thou shalt not die. Howbeit, 
because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child also 
that IS born unto thee shall surely die." 

KoTES. — Within Curtains, The Tabernacle was a large tent 
with canvas covering. HUtitea, descendants of Heih^ one of 
the old. heathen inhabitants of Canaan (Gen. xv. 20; xxiii. 7). 

QUESTIONS. 

Why was David not allowed to build a temple for the ark ? For 
whom was the honour of building a temple left ? Shew that God 
was pleased that David cared for thn ark. How did David sin ? 
What does this teach us ? How did David try to get rid of Uriah ? 
What is the fore-front of the battle ? What b^»me of Uriah ? 
Whom had David ofrended ? Why was Nathan sent to David ? 
What did he say to him ? What remark did David make ? How 
did Nathan then make known to David his great sin ? What 
punishment did he pronounce ? How did David receive the news ? 



154 OLD TBSTAMEMT HISTORY. 



CHAPTER LIV. 

DAVID {cantmiced). 

Thus you see David himself was the man described by 
Nathan the prophet. Sin was still hateful in his sight, 
although he had so lately sinned. From infancy David 
had been good, and throughout his life he sought helj) 
from God in times of trouble, and praised him in times of 
joy. It was during those troubled times when he was a 
wanderer from Saul, that he composed so many of those 
beautiM Psalms which are preseUd in the Bible. 

David repented of his great sin. He humbled himself 
before God, and said (Psalm li.), 

"Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 
loving-kindness ; according unto the multitude of thy 
tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

"Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin. 

" For I acknowledge my transgressions; and my sin 
is ever before me. 

" Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done 
this evil in thy sight : that thou mightest be justified 
when thou speakesfc, and be clear when thou judgest. 

" Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine 
iniquities. 

" Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right spirit within me." 

Note.— P^a^iTi) a sacred song. 

QUESTIONS. 

« 

What is a Psalm ? Who composed most of the Psalms ? When ? 
On what occasion was the finy-first psalm comiM>sed? Bepeat 
pfurt of this psalm, 
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CHAPTER LV. 

DAVID (cmitinued). 

Psalm xli. 9.— Tea, mine own familiar friendy in wliom I trusUdy 
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up Ids heel against me, 

David had been warned by Nathan that the sword 
should never depart from his house. 

Sorrow and suffering, which must always follow sin, 
soon came upon David. The death of the child which 
had been born to David and Bathsheba was the first of 
these sorrows. 

Amnon, a son of David, was killed at a feast by 
command of Absalom, his brother. This was another 
heavy trial for the king. When he heard of the death 
of his son, "the king arose, and tare his garments, 
and lay on the earth; and all his servants stood by 
with their clothes rent." And David mourned for his 
son day by day. (2 Sam. xiii. 3L) 

Absalom, fearing his father's displeasure, fled from 
the land of Israel. Thus was David deprived of two of 
his sons. 

Time rolled on, and at last David received Absalom 
into his favour again. But Absalom proved a most 
ungrateful son. Soon after his return he wanted to be 
king ; so he made up his mind to plot against his father. 
He won the hearts of many of the chief families of 
Jerusalem, and gathering an army of two hundred men 
at Hebron, began his revolt. Ahithophel, his father's 
familiar friend and counsellor, assisted him. 

"And there came a messenger to David, saying. 
The hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom. 
And David said unto all his servants that were with 
him at Jerusalem, Arise, and let us flee : for we shall 
not else escape from Absalom ; make speed to depart, 
lest he overtake us suddenly, and bring evil upon us, 
and smite the city with the edge of the sword." 

Ahithophel now advised Absalom to pursue David, 



156 0U> TESTAUENT UtSTOBT. 

But Hushai, who was David's friend, and vho pretended 
to be the friend of Absalom, advised delay. 

Absalom, followed Husluu's advice. This gave tha 
king time to prepare for battle. Mustering his forces, 
he placed them under the command of Joab and Abishai. 

The fight took plftce. Absalom's army, nnder the 
command of Amasa, fled. 

" And Absalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went 
under the thick boughs of a great oak, and Absalom's 
head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up 
between the heaven and the earth, and the mule that 
was under him went away, and he was left hanging to 
the oak by the hair of hia head. And Joab took three 
darts in his hand, and thrust them through the heart 
of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of 
the oak. 




" And the king was much moved, and went up to the 
chamber over the gate, and wept ; and as he went, thus 
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he said, my son Absalom ! my son, my son Absalom ! 
would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my 
son!" 

Notes. — Counsellor , one who nves counsel or advice. Dart, a 
pointed weapon for throwing wiUi the hand. 

QUESTIONS. 

What warning had Nathan given David ? What is meant by 
the sword ahovld never depart from his housed What happened to 
Amnon ? How did the kine bear this loss ? What then became 
of Absalom ? Why did he nee ? How did Absalom sin ai^ainst 
his father ? Who assisted him in his rebellion ? How did l)avid 
receive the news of his son's rebellion? What advice did 
Ahithophel give Absalom ? What was Hushai*s advice ? Which 
counsel did Absalom follow ? What was the result ? How did 
Absalom meet with his death ? What ejSect had this upon the 
king? 



CHAPTER LVI. 

DAVID {continued). 

In the time of prosperity David was tempted to number 
his people. He thus acted contrary to the will of God. 
Joab tried to persuade him to desist from this '' num- 
bering the people;" but David would not hearken. 

Before he could finish the work, God sent the prophet 
Gad to reprove him for his sin and to denounce a 
punishment. Gad offered him the choice of one of three 
evils — 

A seven years* famine, 
A three months' defeat in war, or, 
A three days' pestilence. 
The king, trusting to the mercy of God, chose the 
last. And the plague swept off more than seventy 
thousand of his subjects. 

David's last days were full of trouble. Adonijah, one 
of his sons, rebelled against him, and tried to claim the 
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kingdom. Even Joab, and Abiathar^ tlie higli priest, 
assisted him ; bnt Bathsheba, instructed by Nathan the 
prophet, informed David of what was going on. 

The king directed Zadok, Nathan, and Benaiah, to 
conduct Solomon to Gihon, and there anoint him, and 
proclaim him king. 

Solomon was accordingly anointed, and amidst great 
rejoicings sat down upon his father's throne. 

On hearing the shouts and finding out the cause, 
Adonijah and his followers fled in all directions. 
Adonijah went and caught hold of the horns of the 
altar, and would not leave the spot until Solomon 
promised *' that not a hair of him should fall to the 
earth so long as he shewed himself a worthy man." 

David solemnly exhorted his son Solomon to be con- 
stant to God, and bade him see to the building of God's 
house. 

" And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of 
thy father, and serve Him with a perfect heart, and 
with a willing mind ; for the Lord searcheth all hearts, 
and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts : 
if thou seek Him, He will be found of thee ; but if thou 
forsake Him, He will cast thee off for ever. 

"Take heed now; for the Lord hath chosen thee to 
build an house for the sanctuary : be strong, and 
do it." 

And David the son of Jesse, the shepherd, the 
warrior, the sweet psalmist, the king of Israel, died, 
full of days, riches, and honour. His last work was the 
care for God's worship, his last words prayer and praise 
to Him,— 

" His light and his salvation, the strength of his 
life, his -God, his Saviour in whom he trusted, and 
his refuge." 

Notes.— G^IAon, a pool just outside Jerusalem. Salvation is 
safety or deliverauce. Eefuge is a place of safety. 

QUESTIONS. 

How did David sin ? Why was numbering the people A sin ? 
What is meant by numbering tlie people ? How aid Joib act ? 
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Whom did God send to David ? For what purpose ? What was 
to be David's pnnishmeDt ? Which of the three evils did David 
choose ? Why ? What was the result of the three days* pesti- 
lence T What do you know of Adonijah T Who assisted him in 
his rebellion ? Who informed David of it ? How did the king 
act? What became of Adonijah and his followers? What 
counsel did David give his son Solomon? What was David's last 
work ? What were his last words ? " 



THE HAPPY LAND. 

There is a happy land^ 

Far, far away, 
Where saints in glory stand, 

Bright, bright as day ; 
Hark, how they sweetly sing. 
Worthy our Saviour kmg. 
Loud let His praises ring, 

Praise, praise for aye. 

Come to this happy land, 
* Come, come away. 
Why will ye doubting stand ] 

Why thus delay ? 
Come now, to glory on, 
Be crown and kingdom won, 
Then high above the sun 

We reign for aye. 

Bright in that happy land 

Beams every eye; 
Fed by a Father's hand, 

Love cannot die : 
Oh we shall happy be. 
From sin and sorrow free. 
Lord, when we reign with Thee, 

Blest^ blest for aye* 

You?ig. 



J 
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CHAPTER LVII. 

SOLOMON. 

Psalm cxi. 10. — The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom : 
a good understanding have aU they thai do thereafter; the 
praitse of it endurethfor ever. 

Solomon was the son of David and Bathsheba. He was 
about nineteen years old when he succeeded his father 
as King of Israel. He became a good king, and God 
helped him. 

** Then Solomon sat on the throne of the Lord as king 
instead of David his father, and prospered, and all 
Israel obeyed him." 

Soon after he became king, ^Hhe Lord appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night : and God said. Ask what 
I shall give thee. 

"And Solomon said. Thou hast shewed unto thy 
servant David my father great mercy, according as he 
walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and 
in uprightness of heart with thee ; and thou hast kept 
for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a 
son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 

"And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy 
servant king, instead of David my father : and I am but 
a little child : I know not how to go out or come in. 

" And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which 
thou has chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered 
nor counted for multitude. Give therefore thy servant 
an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may 
discern between good and bad : for who is able to judge 
this thy so great a people ) 

" And the speech pleased the Lord that Solomon had 
asked this thing. Aiid God said unto him, Because thou 
hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long 
life ; neither hast thou asked riches for thyself, nor hast 
asked the life of thine enemies ; but hast asked for thy- 
self understanding to discern judgment^ 
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" Behold I have done according to thy words : lo, I 
have friven thee a wise and an understanding heart ; so 
that ^ere was none like thee hefore thee, neither after 
thee shall any arise like tinto thee. 

" And I have also given thee that which thou hast not 
asked, both riches and honour: so that there shall not 
be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. And 
if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and 
my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then 
1 will lengthen thy days. 

"And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding 
exceeding m.i]ch, and largeness of heart, even as the sand 
that is on. the sea-shore. And Solomon's wisdom excelled 
the wisdom of all the children of the East country, and 
all the wisdom of Egypt. 

" For be was wiser than all men : and his feme was in 




all nations round about. And he spake three thonsand 
proverbs ; and his songs were a thousand and five. ■ 



I6i OLD TESTAMENT HiSTO&Y. 

*' And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in 
Lebanon, even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the 
wall : he spake also of beasts, and of fowl^ and of creeping 
things, and of fishes. 

''And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, £rom all kings of the earthy which had heard 
of his wisdom." 

Notes. — Proverb, a wise saying. To discern is to discover or 
to find ont. And his wisdom excelled tlie wisdom, &c. This 
means that his wisdom was greater than the wisdom of others. 

QUESTIONS. 

"Who was Solomon's father ? What was his age when he became 
king ? Why did God help him ? What especial favomr did Ood 
shew him ? For what did Solomon ask ? What did God say with 
respect to this choice? What do we read concerning Solomon's 
wi^om ? What is to excel in wisdom ? What is meant by the 
fame of him was in all nations ? What is a proverb ? Where can 
we read Solomon's proverbs ? 



CHAPTER LVIII, 

SOLOMON {conHmied), 

Solomon was soon called upon to give proof of his wisdom. 
There came two women unto him, and stood before him 
to give judgment between them. They dwelfc in the 
same house, and each had a son bom to her. 

"And the one .woman said, O my lord, I and this 
woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered of a 
child with her in the house. 

" And it came to pass, the third day after that I was 
delivered, that this woman was delivered also : and we 
were liogether ; there was no stranger with us in the 
house, save we two in the house. 

" Ajid this woman's child died in the night ^ because 
she overlaid it. 

" And she arose at midnight^ and took my son from 
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beside me, vbile thine hEmdmaid slept, and laid it in her 
bosom, and laid her dead child in toj bosom. 

" And when I rose in the morning to give my child 
Buok, behold, it waa dead; but when I had considered it 
in the morning, behold, it was not m; son which I did 
bear. 

" And the other woman said, Kay ; but the living is 
my son, and the dead is thy son. And this said, No ; 
but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son. Thus 
tbey spake before the king. 

"Then said the king. The one saith, This is my son 
that liveth, and thy son is the dead ; and the other saitb, 
Nay, but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living. 

"And the kina; said. Bring me a sword. And they 
brought a sword before the king. 

"And the king said, Divide the living child in two, 
and give half to the one, and half to the other. 
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" Then spake the woman whose the living child waa 
ynto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and 
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she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no 
wise slay it : but the other said, Let it be neither mine 
nor thine, but divide it. . 

''Then the king answered and said. Give her the 
living child| and in no wise slay it : she is the mother 
thereof!" 

QUESTIONS. 

How did Solomon give proof of his wisdom ? How did he know 
If hich was the mother ? 



CHAPTER LIX. 

BOLOMOK (conHnued). 

Solomon now made great preparations for building the 
temple. The design of the temple was supplied by 
King David, who received the pattern from the Great 
Architect Himself. 

Thousands of workmen were employed in building 
the temple. In seven and a half years it was com- 
pleted. "It was built of stone made ready before it 
was brought thither : so that there was neither hammer, 
nor axe, nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it 
was building." 

To it the ark of God was removed from David's 
tabernacle and put in the Most Holy Place. 

As Solomon grew old he fell away from God. Kiches, 
power, costly living, and other things gradually corrupted 
his heart. 

" And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his 
heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel, which 
had appeared unto him twice, and had commanded him 
concerning this thing, that he should not go after other 
gods: but he kept not that which the Lord comiuanded, 
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'' Wherefore the Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch 
as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my 
covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded 
thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will 
give it to thy servant." 

And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem 
over all Israel was forty years. " And Solomon slept 
with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David 
his father. 

'^ When Solomon was dead, Kehoboam his son reigned 
over the tribe of Judah, with which was the remnant of 
the tribe of Benjamin : but the other ten tribes forsook 
Behoboam, and followed Jeroboam. 

''So Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, became King' of 
Israel, as the Lord had said by the mouth of Ahijah the 
prophet. So the kingdom of the Lord, which Solomon 
ruled, was divided into the two kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah." 

Note. — An architect, one who designs, or makes ont the plans 
of buildings. 

QUESTIONS. 

What did Solomon intend to do ? For what purpose was the 
temple to be built? Whence did David get the pattern of the 
temple ? Who is the Great Architect? How long was the temple 
in being built ? What was very remarkable about its buildins? 
What caused Solomon to sin ? What was his sin ? How was he 
punished? How long did he reign over Israel? What is meant 
hy Solomon slept with his fathers? Where was he buried ? Why 
was Jerusalem called the city of David? Who became king of 
Judah when Solomon died ? And who was king over the other 
tribes? 



CHILDREN'S PRAISE. 

Jesu, high in glory, 
Lend a listening ear ; 

When we bow before Thee, 
Jnfieknt praises hep^rr 
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Though Thou art so holy, 
Heaven's Almighty King, 

Thou wilt stoop to listen 
When Thy praise we sing. 

We are little children, 

Weak and apt to stray ; 
Saviour, guide and keep us, 

In the heavenly way. 

Save us, Lord, from sinning. 

Watch us diay by day, 
Help us now to love Thee, 

Take our sins away. 

Then, when Thou shalt call us 

To our heavenly home. 
We will gladly answer, 

" Saviour, Lord, we come !" 

Anon (American). 
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